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     (THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 1:11 PM) 
 

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Good afternoon.  Welcome today to the Environment, Planning and Agriculture Committee.  Please 
join us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
                          SALUTATION 
 
Thank you.  We don't have any presentations today. We're going to go right to CEQ resolutions.  Jim 
Bagg?     
 
                        PUBLIC PORTION 
 
I'm sorry.  I did see John Turner and this is his card.  Come on up, John.   
 
MR. TURNER: 
Can you hear me?  Is it on? 

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER:  
As long as you keep your finger on it, it's on.  
 
MR. TURNER: 
Good afternoon, Chairwoman Viloria-Fisher and members of the Committee.  For the record my 
name is John Turner and I have the privilege of serving as Director of the Division of Environmental 
Protection for the Town of Brookhaven.  And I'm here to express the Town's strong support for 
introductory resolution 1040, which if approved, authorizes the acquisition of the Spring Meadow 
property as we call it, which is a parcel of land about 68 -- just shy of 68 acres in size, as you can 
see, located in the Town of Brookhaven.   
 
We are partnering with the County on this particular acquisition.  The Town is going to be 
contributing $1.8 million in a 70/30 relationship with the County.  And the reason why I suspect, 
although I don't want to speak on behalf of the County, but I suspect the County's interested in this 
parcel, I can certainly tell you why the Town's interested in the parcel is because it has numerous 
values both scenic and natural resource values that really rated the property very high.   
 
The vegetation on the property now is a grassland community.  And one thing you may have heard 
about in discussions about open space and criteria, is that grasslands throughout Long Island, as a 
community type, are disappearing because they're very easily developed.  There's no real clearing, 
expensive clearing that goes on because you don't have to remove trees and root stocks.   
 
And so throughout Long Island a lot of the grasslands and fields have been developed for various 
purposes.  And so, again, as a community type, grasslands are disappearing.  And the species, a 
wide suite of butterfly species, insect species, birds and other things that depend upon those type of 
grassland communities are also declining.  And so we are very delighted to participate in this 
particular acquisition.   
 
I will also note that if you have a map of the property, it jumps out at you immediately how this is 
part of a much larger assemblage of open space.  The County's done a great job of acquiring some 
lands immediately adjacent to this specific parcel.  The Town of Brookhaven has acquired some land 
immediately to the east of this property.  And both those areas are adjacent to Brookhaven State 
Park.  So we've got a matrix of more than 2000 acres of State, County and Town open space 
conservation land that is available for the residents of Suffolk County and Brookhaven Town.  
 
Last thing I'll say is that there are significant scenic views.  As Suffolk County becomes more and 
more developed, we're losing kind of that rural bucolic character, that ability to look across great 



  

  

vistas and landscapes.  I know that's one of the things that the County's done remarkably well with 
regard to the Farm Program further out east on both forks.  And it's something that when it comes 
to a community like this, the grassland community, you could actually also preserve scenic value.  
So all those residents, the motorists that drive, actually probably tens of thousands of motorists that 
drive on 25A both east and west each day are afforded a really beautiful view along across the 
southern sweep of open space.  So it definitely has scenic value. 
 
So, again, because of its ecological/environmental value and its scenic value, the Town Board 
immediately became interested in partnering with the County and asked that I please speak on 
behalf of the Town today.  So here I am.  
 
So, again, we strongly support the adoption of IR 1040.  And I thank you for your time.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER:  
John, may I just abuse you.  I know all the expertise you have.  With grasslands, I know sometimes 
that there have to be -- that there are a variety of ways of controlling them and providing their 
natural state.  Sometimes there's burning or traditional native grass is planted down.  What's been 
done on this property?  And has there been anything done to keep it in a good natural state because 
sometimes to keep it in a good natural state, you can't just leave it alone, we have to work 
proactively?  
 
MR. TURNER: 
You raise an excellent point.  And certainly one of the issues that the County and the Town will have 
to deal with is the management of this property.  And I'm pleased to report that we're beginning to 
partner in that regard; just a very quick tangent, the wonderful Pheasant Meadow property down in 
Moriches, we're now involved in a management -- unit management planning process with the 
County and the State because, you're absolutely right, you can't just acquire these parcels.  You 
really do need to manage them for the certain benefits and values they provide as well as trying to 
promote public access.  And it's something we've been pushing in the Town of Brookhaven and 
certainly with the County.  You buy lands.  You've been spending a lot of money on this and where 
appropriate they should be made available for public use and so we're doing that throughout the 
Town now but mostly notably at Pheasant Meadow, as an example.  
 
When it comes to the issue of grasslands, you're absolutely right, they do need to be managed.  
They are what we call successional communities.  That is in the absence of some type of 
intervention, they will succeed naturally to a forest type, in this particular case, being out in the Pine 
Barrens as they are, they will become a pitch pine oak forest very likely through time if there's not 
intervention.  We would need to make a value judgement, again, the Town working with County 
Parks Department, at the time, if we're fortunate enough that the property's acquired, to determine 
what is our objective and our goals for the property.  It probably -- I would recommend, retention of 
the grassland, again, for the benefit of those species that are declining on the Island.   
 
We would do that either through an active prescribed burn program, which has been done and is 
being done in other places on Long Island.  The New York State DEC is doing it, the Nature 
Conservancy is doing it, to maintain grassland communities as well as some mowing can take place 
and some combination of those two regimes.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Another question.  The County has a TDR program for workforce development but the Town doesn't 
have one.  Right?  I know that was -- part of the program that actually didn't pass, but is there any 
program, some other program in the Town?   
 
MR. TURNER:  
The CPF, the Community Preservation Fund which would have provided for that mechanism 
unfortunately did fail.  And since that time the Town hasn't had that kind of program similar to what 
the County has.  We have had ongoing discussions and actually had a meeting with the Planning 



  

  

Commissioner this morning where we're talking about our need to really develop a town-wide TDR 
program.  And it's something that if you pay attention to some town code amendments that will be 
coming up, it's something that that will be part of.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
So then the property would be divided 70 percent or 75 percent County quarter.  And how is that 
done?  Geographically?  And then the TDR's are where the County owns the piece or how does that 
work?  Or maybe I can ask Tom Isles when he comes up. 
 
MR. TURNER: 
I was going to say I would defer to the County officials about that.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Right.  Okay.  I'll ask Tom.   
 
Legislator Losquadro has a question for you.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Yes. 
 
MR. TURNER: 
Yes. 
 
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Are you familiar with the LINGI Initiative; the Long Island Native Grasslands Initiative?  It's being 
worked on through the Suffolk County Soil and Water Conservation District? 
 
MR. TURNER: 
I'm generally aware of it.  Little bit familiar with it, but not intimately so.  

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Well, I think it's -- I just wanted to sort of reiterate your point of how important it is to preserve our 
native grasslands.  I mean we have entire programs that are dedicated to gathering and preserving 
the seed stock for the native grasses that are disappearing across Long Island. I think it's part of the 
problem that they have with soil retention, with runoff.  And I think it's a very important parcel; one 
I happen to be very familiar with.  I grew up in Wading River very close to this parcel.  And I know 
that it's very important to the environment of that area and especially to complete the assemblage 
of all that property that exists in that area.  Really a wonderful acquisition and I'm glad that the 
Town is partnering on this.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  Any other questions by members of the Committee?  Okay.  Thank you very much, Mr. 
Turner.  Thank you.   
 
MR. TURNER: 
Thank you.   
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay, now Mr. Bagg.  I'm sorry.  

 
MR. LIPP: 
Point of information. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Yes. 



  

  

 
MS. HALLORAN: 
The County's portion of the property is not to be developed.  And 38 workforce housing development 
rights shall be removed and placed in the Suffolk County Workforce Housing Transfer of 
Development Rights Program so --  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
So it's that portion --  
 
MR. LIPP: 
The County's portion.   
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
The County's portion. 
 
MS. HALLORAN: 
75 percent.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
What I was asking does that refer to a specific part of the property or just a percentage of the 
property in general terms?    

 
MR. LIPP: 
In general terms it should be percentage.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Thank you.  

 
Okay, now Mr. Bagg.  Let's try this again.  Jim, good to see you.   

 
                           CEQ RESOLUTIONS 
 
 
MR. BAGG: 
Good afternoon.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
You know to press the button on the microphone so that you are recorded.   

 
MR. BAGG: 
Yes.  All right.  The first CEQ resolution before you is  
01-10 (Ratification of Recommendations for Legislative Resolutions Laid on the Table for 
December 15th, 2009 and January 4th, 2010.  (Type II  Unlisted Actions) which regards the 
legislative packets of December 15th, 2009 and January 4th, 2010 CEQ's recommendation for 
classifications.  It's fairly pro forma. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  I'll make a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar. 
 
MR. NOLAN: 
No. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Sorry, not the consent.  It's been a while since I chaired the Committee so I've forgotten.  Thank 
you.   
 



  

  

MR. BAGG: 
The next CEQ resolution is number 02-10.  It's the Proposed acquisition for Open Space 
Preservation Purposes --  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
I didn't call the vote on the last one.  

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
All in favor?  Opposed?  Okay.  1-10 is approved.  (VOTE:  5-0)  Go ahead. 
 
MR. BAGG: 
The next resolution is CEQ number 02-10.  It's for the Proposed acquisition of land for Open 
Space Preservation Purposes Known as the Lake Panamoka County Park Addition  Ashley 
Builders Corp property in the Town of Brookhaven.  (Unlisted Action, Negative 
Declaration) Council recommends an unlisted action, negative declaration.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Motion.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Second?  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  5-0)    

 
MR. BAGG: 
The next CEQ resolution number 3-10, Proposed acquisition for Open Space Preservation 
Purposes Known as the Reeves Bay - Penney Estate Property in the Town of Southampton.  
(Unlisted Action, Negative Declaration)  The Council recommends an unlisted action, negative 
declaration.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Same motion.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Same second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  5-0)    

 
MR. BAGG: 
Next resolution is CEQ resolution number 04-10, is the Proposed Department of Public 
Works Sewer District No. 3  Southwest Bergen Point Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Expansion, Capital project 8183 in the Town of Babylon.  (Unlisted Action, Negative 
Declaration)  The project involves expanding the plant to provide for an additional 10 million 
gallons to the existing plant.  Council recommends an unlisted action, negative declaration.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay, Jim.  Just to have you refresh my memory it doesn't actually expand the footprint of the plant 
but it expands the function of it?   

 
MR. BAGG: 
Yes, exactly.  It will expand the plant's capacity but it's all to be done within the existing plant site 
adjacent to everything.  There's no new development outside that site.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  I just wanted to have that on the record.  I'll make a motion to approve.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 



  

  

Second.  
 

CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Seconded by Legislator Losquadro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  4-10 stands approved.  (VOTE:  5-0)  
 
MR. BAGG: 
CEQ resolution 05-10, Proposed improvements at CR 48, Middle Road and Cox Neck Road, 
Capital Project 5571 in the Town of Southold. (Unlisted Action, Negative Declaration).  The 
project consists of the construction of two modern round-abouts to correct the two intersections' 
existing geometric deficiencies, to reduce travel speed by introducing traffic calming as well as 
eliminating two traffic lights and improve pedestrian accommodations by installing sidewalks and 
crosswalks.  Council recommends an unlisted action, negative declaration.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
And, again, Jim, I just want to put this on the record, that at CEQ when we looked at the plans, it 
actually causes less disturb -- (inaudible) 

 
MS. FLESHER: 
I'm sorry, I can't hear you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
I'm not pressing down all the way? 
 
MS. LOMORIELLO: 
No. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  Got it.   
 
MR. BAGG: 
That's correct.  It's all going to be done with an existing road right-of-way and there'll actually be 
less pavement and actually more area they're going to add to open space in the proposal.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
It's really a win for the County.  Did I see a hand up?  Okay.  I'll make a motion to approve?  
Seconded by --  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Second.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
-- Legislator Cooper.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  5-0)    

 
MR. BAGG: 
Okay.  CEQ resolution number 06-10, Proposed construction of parking facilities on CR 80, 
Montauk Highway from CR 46, William Floyd Parkway to Mastic Road in the Town of 
Brookhaven.  (Unlisted Action, Negative Declaration).  They are going to cover some existing 
parking areas and add one additional in order to replace the on-street parking that was taken off 
when they expanded CR 80.  So the Council makes a recommendation of an unlisted action, 
negative declaration.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Motion to approve.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Second. 



  

  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Second by Legislator Losquadro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  5-0)  Thank you, 
Mr. Bagg.  
 
MR. BAGG: 
You're welcome.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay, to the agenda.   
 
                    INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS 
 
IR 1006, Making a SEQRA determination in connection with the proposed improvements to 
County Road 19, Patchogue-Holbrook Road, from Long Island Expressway North Service 
Road to County Road 16, Portion Road, (CP 3302), Town of Brookhaven.  (Pres. Off.)  Is 
there a motion on this?   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Motion.   

 
LEG. MURATORE:  
Second.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  Motion by Legislator Losquadro to approve and place on the consent calendar, seconded by 
Legislator Muratore.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  5-0)    
 
Okay.  Is Denise Speizio here, Tom?   
 
MR. RYAN: 
No.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Thank you.  Okay, IR 1007, To appoint member to the Equestrian Task Force, Denise 
Speizio. (Eddington)  Has she been here before?  Is it a reappointment?   
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Not a reappointment. 

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
It is a reappointment?  No, okay.  I'm going to make a motion to table and --  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Second.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
And we will reach out and have her come to the next meeting.  Thank you.  There's a motion to 
table and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  1007 is tabled.  (VOTE:  5-0)   
 
IR 1020, Approving planning steps for the acquisition of Farmland Development Rights - 
November 2009. (Co. Exec.)  And, Lauretta, you're going to give us information on this.  Okay.  
Thank you.   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Thank you.  We are circulating an aerial photograph of the subject parcel along with the rating form 



  

  

that was conducted through the Suffolk County Farmland Committee.  The property in question is 
located in the Town of Riverhead generally speaking in the vicinity north of Middle Road east of 
Roanoke Avenue and south of Reeves Avenue.  It's an interior lot.  Here again, it's denoted with the 
blue flag indicating 41 acres that are proposed to be included in the Suffolk County Purchase of 
Development Rights Program.  The property is currently utilized for both corn agriculture as well as 
livestock, more specifically Buffalo.   
 
Attached to the aerial photograph as indicated is the rating form.  As you will note, the rating form is 
on a scale of zero to 25.  This parcel achieved a score of 15.75, which brings it in the range of about 
63 percent of a maximum score.  It's actually a pretty high score.   
 
What the aerial photograph indicates is there is currently in this vicinity development rights that are 
owned by Suffolk County that are outlined in the, let's see, I'll call it the light green color.  In 
addition there's a conservation easement that's been acquired by the Town of Riverhead that is 
directly to the south of the subject parcel.  And then the subject parcel itself directly adjoins other 
parts of this farm, the Tuccio Farm that has already been protected by both the Town and the 
County.  So this is an area that has extensive farming in place already.  This would continue the 
preservation of that.   
 
Once again this is planning steps, 41 acres.  And obviously it would be subject to the process going 
forward to determine value and owner interest in the acceptance of an offer if it gets that far.  If you 
have questions, we'll do our best to address those questions.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Tom, I'm assuming there's an indication that the farmer will continue to use the property in the 
same manner, the raising of corn and Buffalo?   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
The -- we don't have an indication to that specific effect, but we do note is that the County program 
is -- makes reference to New York State Agriculture and Markets Law which talks about the only 
permitted uses would be commercial agricultural production.  So in terms of the type of farming the 
farmer does, they may switch to different crops, if that's what the market calls for.  But in terms of 
other non-agricultural uses, those would not be permitted.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  Are there any question by other members of the Committee?    

 
LEG. COOPER: 
I'll make a motion to approve.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Cooper.  Do I have a second?   

 
LEG. D'AMARO:  
Second.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Second by Legislator D'Amaro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  5-0)    
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Will the Clerk please list me as a cosponsor.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Now we're back to 1027, Authorizing planning steps for the acquisition of land under the 
Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection Program, as amended by Local Law No. 24-2007 
(Long Island Beagle Club property  Town of Riverhead)  (Romaine)  And this is the Long 



  

  

Island Beagle Club property in the Town of Riverhead.  For some reason I recall the Beagle Club way 
back.  And maybe you can just give us a little background history on this before we go on with the 
description, Tom.   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Sure.  There was a proposal a number years ago, I believe, under -- I believe around 2005 for a 
planning steps for this property.  But more recently in 2009 a similar resolution was filed to consider 
planning steps for this property which is located in Calverton in the Town of Riverhead.  An aerial 
photograph has been circulated of the property.  It's about 150 acres, to give you a sense of the 
scale of the property.   
The time of the review last year the parcel scored an 18.  And we've attached that to the report to 
you today.   
 
The Committee had requested that the Department further investigate this at that time and a couple 
of things happened.  One, is the Department did contact the Town of Riverhead to determine if the 
Town would have an interest in partnering with the County in any form and specifically in terms of 
management of the property.  
 
The second item of pursuit that occurred at that time is that the sponsor indicated and provided 
information to the Department relative to the rating form and other environmental values of the 
property.   
 
So to report to you on where that is at this point, we did communicate to the Town of Riverhead in 
October and then on December 3rd more recently to request an answer from them as to their 
interest in management of the property.  They indicated that they wanted to know a little bit more 
about what that would involve.  
 
We did hear back from the Town this month in January through the Town Attorney's Office through 
Annmarie Prudenti and they've requested a meeting.  And a meeting's been scheduled for next week 
to meet with the Town to give them an opportunity to look at the site more closely and to discuss 
with our County Parks Department what that might entail.  
 
On the second matter, the other matter dealing with the environmental attributes of the property, 
Principal Environmental Analyst, Lauretta Fischer, was in communication with the naturalist who has 
looked at this property by the name of Mary LaMont and had a telephone conversation or at least 
one telephone conversation with her.  At this point in time it's been identified through Lauretta's 
communication with Miss LaMont that the site may qualify for four additional points based on the 
status of some of the environmental conditions on the property.   
 
There was also a question as to environmental diversity or habitat diversity.  There have been 
communication between Lauretta and this naturalist in terms of mapping that so that -- or at least 
hand mapping it so we can start to identify that.  Information was sent to the naturalist.  We have 
not received a reply at this point and obvious Miss Fischer is here today to answer any other 
questions you may have on that.  
 
So that completes our report on this.  And in terms of your point, Madam Chair, in terms of the prior 
appearance before the Legislature, that's the report of my understanding at this point.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Did you have a question, Ed?   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Yes.  The Town of Riverhead has been kind enough to copy me on their correspondence.  I'm under 
a different impression.  I think they are willing to enter into a management agreement.  And I've 
had discussions with officials in the Town of Riverhead.  So certainly that meeting next week I would 
like the County Planning Department present so I don't have to hear from town sources, I can 



  

  

actually hear from my own County Planning Department of where these discussions are at since this 
is my resolution.   
 
Secondly, I'm happy to hear that you are pursuing with a naturalist.  Some of the qualities of this 
property, that would certainly give it a higher rating.  What I'd like to do is be copied on any of your 
findings on this.  So, again, I don't have to hear from secondhand or from, you know, unaffiliated 
parties, that I'm kept abreast of it by my own County Planning Department.  So I certainly would 
make that request to you, Director Isles.   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Certainly.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Ed, do you know if they've prepared a resolution?  If the Board of Trustees have prepared any kind 
of resolution?  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
In the Town of Riverhead?   
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Town of Riverhead, yes. 
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
No, I think they're having this meeting and at some point they will prepare a resolution providing we 
move forward.  I mean -- with this.  I mean what they will do is they'll draft a letter stating what 
they're prepared to do.  And then once we adopt this, they are prepared to draft a resolution and 
make good on what they put in writing in their letter.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Why do they have to wait until after we adopt it?   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
They don't have to, but obviously why do a resolution if the County isn't going to pursue this; 
because it's been tabled in the past.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
My concern is that it'll be good to know we have a partnership there.   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Right. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Well, we'll see what happens with the meeting.  Okay; see if they're willing to come forward with a 
partnership.   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Certainly.  I was with all the members of the Town Board this morning and Supervisor Walter.  And I 
will be happy to talk to all of them again, and, if that's what you need.  In fact, I would ask the 
Planning Department if they can give me a draft of exactly the type of resolution they're looking 
from the Town of Riverhead so I have something in my hand to suggest to the Supervisor that his 
Town Attorney will take a look at, Bill Thomas or Annmarie Prudenti.  So if you would be so kind, 
Director Isles, to forward to my office a draft  of a resolution that you would like the Town to adopt, 
I can suggest that to the town.  And I would appreciate that.  Thank you.  

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
If I can just add a point.  I realize that we're dealing with a change in the Town Board locally in the 



  

  

Town of Riverhead.  Just for the information of this Committee, I was asked in October to contact 
the Town and I did so in a letter on October 19th.  I then received a reply back from the Town on 
December 3rd indicating that "after receipt of your letter the Town Board discussed the proposed 
management responsibilities listed in your letter and I itemized based on input from the 
Commissioner of Parks, Mr. Pavacic, the Town Board requested their engineering department review 
the parcel and report feasibility financially and staffing ability to undertake the responsibilities 
identified in your letter.  It was agreed that the Town would benefit from an inspection." 
 
I wrote a letter back to -- an e-mail back to Annmarie Prudenti the next day indicating we would be 
pleased to meet and we would schedule a meeting.  I copied a number of people including the 
sponsor of the resolution and his Legislative Aide; and, here again, I didn't hear back from Miss 
Prudenti until about a week or two ago.  So we certainly will keep -- and understand the change 
locally.  We will certainly keep everyone who has requested in the loop and obviously the sponsor as 
well.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Thank you.  And although I dealt with Supervisor Cardinale who is no longer there, the key person 
on this property on the Town Board that I dealt with, which I think you're familiar with, is former 
councilwoman Barbara Blass.  She chose not to run again.  So I will be speaking with all the 
members of the Board -- I know them all personally -- about this and why it would benefit.  And 
there's a number of groups in Riverhead that are also advocating for this as I'm sure you're aware 
of.  Some of them came to our committee meetings in the past.  So certainly I suggest a resolution 
from you that I can put before them and explain that so they would have something concrete to 
understand the limits of what they have to undertake.  I appreciate that.  Thank you.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  And you'll continue, Mr. Isles, to keep Mr. Romaine in the loop as you have indicated that you 
have been doing.   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
(Nodding head yes)  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
I'm going to make a motion to table.   

 
LEG. COOPER: 
I'll second.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Awaiting the response from the Town of Riverhead.  There's a motion to table and a second.  All in 
favor?  Opposed?   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Opposed.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER:  
Please note the opposition.  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  4-1-0-0.  Leg. Losquadro opposed) 
 
IR 1028, Authorizing the acquisition of land under the New Suffolk County Drinking Water 
Protection Program  (effective December 1, 2007) open space component for the Pollert 
property, Sterling Creek, Town of Southold  (SCTM No. 1000-034.00-04.00-019.001) 
(Romaine)  Okay, Mr.  Isles?  

 
DIRECTOR ISLES:  
Thank you.  This is for a property located in the Town of Southold -- pardon me -- yes, Town of 
Southold in the -- just outside the incorporated Village of Greenport.  It is property known as 



  

  

Sterling Creek which drains down to Sterling Cove or Sterling Harbor.  An aerial photograph of the 
subject parcel is being circulated at this time indicating the subject parcel in red outline.   
 
 
This is a parcel that is proposed for acquisition in this resolution.  This was also a resolution that was 
considered at the -- at a prior meeting in the last legislative session in 2009.  At that time the issue 
that was brought up was the valuation of the property.  The original valuation was done in 2007.  
And there was a process initiated then to update that value to the current time period.   
 
So to report on the acquisition in two regards, number one, in terms of -- from the standpoint of the 
rating form, we have attached it.  The parcel is rated based on the open space environmental 
characteristics of the property based on the open space nature of the acquisition, as opposed to 
parkland and so forth; it achieved a score of 25 points.  The parcel does, we feel, have merit in 
terms of its environmental value.  It has certainly wetlands on the property as well as you can 
actually see on the aerial photograph that this is a part of a main drainage basin into Sterling Cove.   
 
As far as the valuation question, that's been handled through the Division of Real Property 
Acquisition and Management.  And they did request and secure two updated appraisals.  Those were 
presented to the Environmental Trust Review Board about a week and a half ago.  And a value was 
certified by the board at that time.  At this point I believe Real Estate is -- has proceeded to extend 
that offer to the property owner.   
 
If you have any questions, we'll do our best to address those questions.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Any questions?  Is there a motion?    
 
LEG. COOPER: 
Motion to approve. 
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
Madam Chair?   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Yes, Mr. Zwirn.  
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
Just for the sake of disclosure, if the name looks familiar on this property, this property was owned 
by the brother of Fred Pollert, who was the former Deputy County Executive in charge of Finance for 
the County.  I just want to put that on the record just so -- just for disclosure purposes.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Thank you, Ben.  Mr. Isles?   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
I just want to point out it should be noted, and I can't say the ETRB value, but it is different than the 
2007 value.  So just that you're aware of that.   

 
 

CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
So noted.  There's a motion to approve.  

 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
I'll second.  
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 



  

  

And a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion carries.   
 

DIRECTOR ISLES: 
So are we approving the higher value?  I'm sorry.  Did you approve the higher value? 

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Well, it has to be the higher value because that's what was just approved in ETRB, isn't it?  Isn't that 
what's in the resolution?   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
I believe the is the resolution 2007 value.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
-- included what we had approved in ETRB. 
 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
I'm sorry.  Because it has to go to the owner to see if they accept it or not.  And if so, the contract 
would be amended and then a resolution would be sought.  I apologize.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER:  
Okay.   
 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
I'll offer a motion to reconsider.  

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
I'm sorry.  Perhaps I didn't make that clear. 

  
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
There's a motion to reconsider.  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
I'll second that motion.   
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Seconded by Legislator Cooper.  All in favor?  Opposed?  1028 is before us again (Authorizing the 
acquisition of land under the New Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection Program  
(effective December 1, 2007) open space component - for the Pollert property  Sterling 
Creek  - Town of Southold) (SCTM No. 1000-034.00-04.00-019.001) (Romaine)  I'll make a 
motion to table, seconded by Legislator Cooper.  All in favor?  Opposed?   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Can I ask a question? 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Oh, sure.  On the motion, Legislator Romaine.   

 
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
I appreciate, Chairwoman, allowing me to ask a question although I'm not a member of this 
Committee.  Could you tell me why this was delayed?  I understand the value was determined in 
2007 and why would -- could you explain to me why this resolution wasn't presented to the County 
Legislature?  I was not responsible for the planning steps.  I believe the County Executive was, 
because I did not submit this.  The reason I submitted this, and I'll be more forthcoming later, but 
could you tell me why after a value was determined by the Environmental Trust Review Board, why 
this was not submitted in resolution form to the Legislature?    



  

  

 
MR. ZWIRN: 
Legislator Romaine, I think that there was some concerns on the part of the County Executive 
because of the fact that Mr. Pollert at that time, his brother was in the administration.  And I think 
they were uncomfortable at that point even though it had -- I believe the property had been on the 
Master List and was -- had been targeted for acquisition.  I think that they just felt a little 
uncomfortable at that point and held it back.   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Do you think there was a conflict?  Do you think there was a conflict with this property?    

 
MR. ZWIRN: 
I think once we made full disclosure all along the way, I think, that's a question -- I believe we took 
it to the Board of Ethics.   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
And did the Board of Ethics give a ruling on this? 
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
I believe they did.  They said there was not -- I believe they did.  I'll double check.  I'm 100 percent 
sure but I believe -- 

 
LEG. ROMAINE:  
My understanding was that the Board of Ethics ruled that there was not a conflict on this. 
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
I believe you are correct.  
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
And then it continued to sit on the County Executive's desk from what I understood.  And he 
directed that the resolution not be submitted.   

 
MR. ZWIRN: 
That I'm not sure but I know it didn't come forward.   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
That's the story that was told to me.  And after Mr. Pollert left County government, because I do 
view this as a critical parcel, it's right on Sterling Harbor, at the head of Sterling Harbor in 
Greenport, that was in my district, that was worthy of acquisition, I asked myself, okay, there was 
no conflict.  It's been sitting on the Executive's desk for two years or somewhere close to that.  It 
may have been less.  I'm not sure of the amount because obviously I don't have a pipeline into the 
Executive's office by any means.  Although I do have little bodies that show up here and there, but 
my understanding is --  

 
MR. ZWIRN: 
I've seen those bodies.  They're outside --  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
-- that this was a valuable parcel.  And I said, all right, look, this is valuable.  The Legislature 
approved the planning step.  The Ethics Board found no conflict.  And Mr. Pollert left the County 
Executive's employ.  This should not be sitting there any longer.  This should be -- this should be 
moved and a vote up and down.  So the 2007 appraisal, only reason that's aged out to some extent, 
the only reason it's aged out, my understanding is because of a failure to act by the Executive 
Branch on their own planning steps on land that they put forward and urge this Legislature to 
actually go forward and purchase.  Because when you do a planning steps, that's it.   

 



  

  

MR. ZWIRN: 
I believe that, you know, because of the relationship, we wanted to be very clear and very careful as 
we move forward.  And I think that -- the property is still there, the property's still available.  We 
took every precaution to make sure that this was done, you know, under the ray of sunlight so 
nobody, you know, even have the inference that there's some sort of an inside deal.  We tried to be 
very careful.  And that may have been why it sat for so long, just to be extremely careful.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Which is one of the reasons why I put this forward particularly after he left county government.  The 
Chairlady is way ahead of me and very intelligently asking our counselor a very key question about 
amending this resolution.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Yes.  I just asked Counsel if -- since we know the amount of money that the new appraisal was, I 
asked Counsel if this could be amended so that we could vote on it next Tuesday with the amended 
form because you know it is --  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
So to discharge without recommendation, then it's my understanding I can amend my own 
resolution under the current rules on the floor.  

 
MR. NOLAN: 
No.  'Til five o'clock today.   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
'Til five o'clock today. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
'Til five o'clock today.   
 
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Right, Counsel.  Then -- 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
But since we have the number, Ed, there's no reason -- he said -- you said it's okay. 

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Okay.  And we can get that number from ETRB?   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
From -- Planning has it, yeah.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Okay.  I appreciate it.  Counsel, you can proceed accordingly.  Thank you.   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Here again, there's been no acceptance of that number.  Maybe they will; maybe they won't.  
There's been no amendment to the contract yet either.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Just so you know.  Your decision, but just so you know. 

 



  

  

CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
I have no problem tabling it if --  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
We could table it if there's still another hurdle but --  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Is someone going to contact --  
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
But this having been delayed so long -- 
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
-- Mr. Pollert in New York?  In Manhattan?  Is someone going to contact him with the new number to 
see if he's amenable before we proceed?   
 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
The Division of Real Property Acquisition and Management has extended the new offer to the owner.   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
And when was that offer extended?   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
I believe last week.  The ETRB met ten days ago.  So they made the offer last week following the 
ETRB.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Okay.  Well, you know, as a sponsor let me just put this forward.  I think the property is worthy of 
merit.  And it doesn't seem to be a potential conflict.  So I'm willing to go forward with this if the 
sponsor's willing to accept.  But quite frankly if it's going to get tabled today, I would want to know 
in time to submit it for the second meeting in February.  And if that time limit isn't met, then I'm 
going to withdraw this resolution.  So I see our Director of Real Estate is in the audience.  So if she 
would be so kind as to contact Mr. Pollert within the next day or two to let him know that there is a 
deadline on acceptance, I would appreciate that.  Thank you.   
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER:  
Okay.  And Counsel has just said based on what we just heard, we did  table so that the offer can be 
tendered.  Okay.  So, I don't know where we are.  We do have a motion to table and a second?  We 
need to call the vote.  Okay.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Motion stands tabled.  (VOTE:  5-0)  And we 
have to talk again, Tom, so that we get this straight.  Okay, thank you. 
 
DIRECTOR GREENE: 
Madam Chairwoman, the letter was sent certified mail last week.  It is noted in the letter that there 
is a timeframe to accept the offer.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Well, hopefully your timeframe and mine are the same; because as a sponsor, you know -- - what is 
the timeframe?   
 
DIRECTOR GREENE:  
Mr. Romaine, all sellers are given the same timeframe.  And that timeframe is 60 days from the 
offer letter.  And that's stated in the offer letter.   

 



  

  

LEG. ROMAINE: 
Okay.  Well, hopefully you stay in touch with me because at some point I may withdraw my 
sponsorship and then the Executive can decide whether he wants to be the sponsor or not.  
 
DIRECTOR GREENE: 
Thank you.  
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Thank you. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Thank you, Ms. Greene.  Okay.   
 
IR 1037, Adopting Local Law No.     -2010, A Charter Law to expand the functions of the 
Council on Environmental Quality to include advising Suffolk County on bicycle routes.  
(Schneiderman)  We need to table this for a public hearing.  I'll make that motion, second by 
Legislator Cooper.  All in favor?  Opposed?  IR 1037 stands tabled.  (VOTE:  5-0)   
 
 
IR 1040, Authorizing the acquisition of land under the New Suffolk County Drinking Water 
Protection Program (effective December 1, 2007)  open space component  for the Spring 
Meadow Enterprises, LLC property  Town of Brookhaven  (SCTM No. 
0200-128.00-01.00-016.002).  (Co. Exec.) And we heard about this earlier from Mr. Turner.  Mr. 
Isles?   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Okay.  This is a property located in the Hamlet of Ridge in the Town of Brookhaven.  The property 
totals approximately 59.35 acres.  It fronts on State Route 25 and is located within the Central 
Suffolk Special Groundwater Protection area and is adjacent, is part of the overall Spring Meadow 
properties to Brookhaven State Park, which is part of the core of the Pine Barrens.   
 
This matter was authorized by planning steps back in 2004.  Since that time the owner has not been 
interested in considering an offer from the County.  During 2009 that changed and interest was 
expressed to the County.   
 
Based upon that, the County Division of Real Property Acquisition and Management proceeded with 
appraisals and appraisal review.  And before you today is a resolution to authorize the acquisition at 
a total valuation of about $115,000 per acre.  But based on the current acreage, it would be 
$6,825,250.  Of that the County would pick up about about 75 percent of that at $5,118,937.50 and 
the Town of Brookhaven would pick up 25 percent at $1,706,312.50.  This is proposed for 
acquisition under the Drinking Water Protection Program and certainly would comply with that. 
 
If you have any questions, we'll try to address those questions.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Motion.   

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Question.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Motion to approve.  Is there a second?   

 
LEG. MURATORE:  
Second.    

 



  

  

CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Legislator Cooper.  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Tom, could you just let me know what the rating was on this parcel in the planning steps.  

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Yes.  This was rated before the current rating form was in place.  But we did review the rating form, 
in effect at that time in 2004.  It was a little bit of a simpler form less detail than what we use today.  
At that time it achieved a rating of 50 points, here again, on a scale of zero to 100.  It might vary a 
little bit, but we think it would be at least 40 under the current rating form.   

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Thank you.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
I just want to ask you, Mr. Isles, or, Dan, do you know, I'm looking at development on either side of 
this.  Are those active playground in the middle of those developments?  The Town of Brookhaven, 
you can see it's outlined in the fuschia.  

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
No, I don't believe so.  Those are, you know, single family residential developments.  And I think 
that may have been part of a clustering plan.  They're for drainage or open space set aside.  Those 
have both been in place for quite some time, those developments.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER:  
Okay.  Just curious.   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
They are large developments that have open space that were dedicated by the Town.  All of this land 
is within the First Legislative District.   
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
And I would just --  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  I thought it was in Dan's district.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
No.  It's just to the east of my district.  But I just would like to point out that even though the very 
bottom edge of this property probably gets to the Ridge border, the whole northern end is all 
Wading River actually, the hamlet.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
The top row is 25A.  So this is all Wading River or just about.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
And on the southern part of it, was that sand mine?  Or does it just look like that in the aerial.   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
To our knowledge it was not sand mine.  

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
No, it wasn't sand mine.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 



  

  

Okay.  Just looks disturbed. 
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
If you look at the very bottom, you'll see all those small lots down there.  That's the northern end of 
the Lake Ponomaka development.  So kids ride their bikes and things, come out of there onto that 
property.  But you can see that -- but because it hasn't been protected in any way, that this has 
been the one piece of private property.  If you look at the surrounding property that is in public 
hands, it's all very pristine.  So I'm hoping that once this assemblage is completed that this 
property --  
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
So you're talking about ATV abuse down there.   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Somewhat.  But I think that's declined over the years.  When I grew up there, I think dirt bikes were 
much more prevalent there.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Oh, yeah?    

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Not that I would know.   
 
                              LAUGHTER 
 
But I think that, again, completing this assemblage of these properties here will help preserve this 
and really add to those tremendous pristine holdings that we have throughout that whole corridor.   
 
LEG. ROMAINE:  
It's also important that we as a Committee, one of the things this Committee may want to do is take 
a look again at the staffing of the Park Police.  There's supposed to be a ratio as we acquire these 
properties so that we have additional Park Police to check on these.  Because a lot of our properties 
that we have, and Real Estate knows this because I have been in communication with them, there's 
been dumping or garbage or ATV abuse and just no one, despite the complaints that come in, and 
then eventually they come to my office, is prepared to deal with this in a meaningful way.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
I remember that initiative when you passed it regarding the ratio --  
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Right.  So that ratio -- that ratio has to be examined because I have a lot of lands in the Pine 
Barrens, in the Manorville area, for example, that is getting abuse, just for an example.  And we just 
don't have enough Park Police to cover these.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
But, you know, we have to work within our fiscal constraints as well.  And so we have all of the 
considerations before us at all times.  At all times.  But we do have a motion to approve and a 
second.  If there are no other questions, I'll take the vote.  All in favor?  Opposed?  IR 1040 is 
approved.  (VOTE:  5-0)  
 
IR 1041, Authorizing the acquisition of Farmland Development Rights under the New 
Suffolk County Drinking Water Protection Program (effective December 1, 2007) for the 
Harriman Estates at Aquebogue LLC property in the Town of Riverhead  (SCTM No. 
0600-085.00-03.00-072.008 through 072.103).  (Co. Exec.)  Well, you're really doing well 
today, Mr. Romaine.  Okay, Mr. Isles?     

 



  

  

DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Thank you.  The subject property as indicated is located in the Town of Riverhead in the Hamlet of 
Aquebogue on the North Fork of Suffolk County.  The acquisition resolution before you is for the 
purchase of development rights for the property identified.  And it's also depicted on the aerial 
photograph in front of you with the black ink.  Pardon me, the red ink.   
 
Attached also to the aerial photograph is a rating form that the Committee examines in terms of the 
rating in terms of the County's Farmland Program.  The parcel in question did rate 12.5, and once 
again the County Farmland Program is on a rating system, is on a scale of zero to 25 with ten being 
the typical threshold in terms of moving forward or not.   
 
In this case the 12.5 is about 55 percent of the total 25.  As you can see, the parcel is rated based 
upon its proximity to existing development rights protected land to the east.  Also based on the road 
frontage, which then relates to visibility as part of a block that exceeds 100 acres, certain point 
values for the quality of agricultural soils on this property, one point for the valuation and one point 
because it's within an agricultural district.  
 
The ETRB has reviewed the value obviously and a contract has been secured for a price per acre of 
$170,000 for a total cost of $9,674,800.  In terms of -- just one comment I'd like to make is that 
you can see by the aerial photograph that this is obviously a subdivided parcel because the lots are 
actually shown there.  As part of this acquisition, if it were to move forward, these lots would be 
eliminated and would be merged back into one lot; as one farm lot.   
 
Keep in mind also that the valuation reflected the fact that the property is subdivided.  But it also 
reflects that there was a transferred development rights onto this property as part of the subdivision 
process.  So in fact there was other farmland that was protected as a result of that effort.  So I just 
thought you should be aware of that but here again this has been reviewed by appraisal review as 
well as the trust board itself.   
 
If you have any questions, we'll do our best to address those questions.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Is there a motion?   

 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Motion.  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
I'll second.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Losquadro, seconded by Legislator Cooper.  Any questions on the 
motion?  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstain?  Motion carries.  (VOTE:  5-0)   

 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Could the Clerk please list me as a cosponsor.  Thank you.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
IR 1052, Adopting Local Law No.     -2010, A Charter Law to provide flexibility in the 
membership of the Council on Environmental Quality. (Schneiderman)  I notice you're 
paying a great deal of attention, Mr. Bagg.  Okay.  We have to table this for a public hearing.  I'll 
make that motion.  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Second.  

 



  

  

CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Seconded by Legislator Cooper.  All in favor?  Opposed?  IR 1052 stands tabled for public hearing.  
(VOTE:  5-0)     
 
Before we go, Mr. Isles, I did want to mention that Real Estate has asked us to go into Executive 
Session for a discussion.  So right after Mr. Isles' comments, we will meet in Executive Session.   
 
DIRECTOR MR. ISLES: 
Thank you.  Just two points I'd like to bring you up to date on.  Number one is the County is in the 
process of, the County Planning Department and the County Planning Commission under the 
direction of the County Executive, of updating the County Comprehensive Plan.  We have 
commenced this work in the Department.  And for your information since this is the Planning 
Committee as well, we will be scheduling public meetings in late February, February 23rd and also 
early March, on the East End.  So you will be sent notices of those public meetings.  And I will keep 
you informed as the planning process continues.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
When you say "you" you mean all 18 Legislators will be informed as to the public hearings or just 
this Committee?   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
All 18 County Legislators will be informed as well as local officials as well.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  I appreciate that.  And was there another item?   

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Yeah.  The only one I want to point out is that the Department is intending to come forward on the 
next General Meeting on February 2nd to request a positive declaration on the County's surplus land 
disposition in Yaphank for 255 acres.  We did go to CEQ.  CEQ has recommended a positive 
declaration and the preparation of environmental impact statement.  We are proceeding in that 
direction.  And, here again, in furtherance of that we were before you with a resolution by Certificate 
of Necessity to adopt that positive declaration so that we may commence that process.   
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Tom, has there been a response vis a vis lead agency status?  I know that there was some work 
done on the County part and Brookhaven Town regarding who should be the -- have the lead -- who 
should be lead agency in that.  Has there been a resolution or are there co-leads?  What's going on 
with that?  

 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
There has been.  The County circulated a Lead Agency Coordination Request in late December, here 
again, following the CEQ.  

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
I'm sorry.  May I have everybody just bear with me for one more second.    This is very important.  
This is about the Legacy Village and the status.  And this is the lead agency status.  I just want to 
make sure everybody has heard this.  
 
Go ahead, Tom.   
 
DIRECTOR ISLES: 
Okay.  So, in furtherance of the CEQ recommendation, we did do a lead agency coordination in late 
December.  That requires a 30-day notice.  And direct notification to potentially involved agencies 
including the Town of Brookhaven, New York State DEC, other potentially involved agencies.  There 
were -- no other agencies stepped forward to take lead agency.  The deadline for that was January 



  

  

19th, last Tuesday.  So at this point, then, the County will be lead agency.  And, here again, hence 
the interest in going forward to call for an Environmental Impact Statement.   

 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  Understood.  Thank you very much, Tom.   
 
I will now make a motion to go into Executive Session, seconded by Legislator D'Amaro.  All in 
favor?  Opposed?  We're now in Executive Session.    
 
 
             EXECUTIVE SESSION FROM 2:07 PM TO 2:26 PM 
 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
We are back on the record.  And I'll make a motion to adjourn.   
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Seconded by Legislator Losquadro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  EPA's adjourned.  
 
 

(THE MEETING CONCLUDED AT 2:26 PM) 
 


