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SUFFOLK COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

  MINUTES  
 

 
A special meeting of the Environment, Planning & Agriculture Committee of the Suffolk County 
Legislature was held in the Maxine S. Postal Legislative Auditorium of the Evans K. Griffing County 
Center, 300 Center Drive, Riverhead, New York on May 15, 2007. 
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Leg. Lou D'Amaro, Vice Chairperson 
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Tim Laube, Clerk of the Legislature 
Renee Ortiz, Chief Deputy Clerk of the Legislature 
Maria Brown 
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[THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 2:15 P.M.] 
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
This is an extension of the Environment Committee.  Okay.  And we are here for the purpose of 
interviewing -- Maria, what's your last name?   
Brown. 
 
MS. BROWN: 
Maria Brown.   
 
CHAIRPERSON VILORIA-FISHER: 
Maria, okay.  Maria, can you tell us a little bit about yourself, please, and why you'd like to serve on 
CEQ?   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Sure.  Presently, I'm a teacher at Sayville High School.  I've been doing that for the past 
eight-and-a-half years.  Prior to that, I was an Environmental Scientist for 12 years full-time, and 
worked for a number of different engineering firms and consulting firms.  Left the industry to raise 
my twins, and as they've gotten older and I've received more sleep, I've become a little bit more 
involved in what's going on in the region.  And I believe with my background, I did a lot of EIS work, 
a lot of SEQRA work in the past, and believe that I could review critically and well objectively for this 
committee.   
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Thank you, Maria.  Legislator Losquadro.   
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
First, what subject do you teach?   
 
MS. BROWN: 
I teach Environmental Science, but I'm also certified to teach Biology and Earth Science.   
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Okay.  Do you feel that your teaching responsibilities would -- what time do the meetings usually 
take place?   
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Yeah, the meetings are at 9:30 on Wednesdays and --  
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Would your -- how would you reconcile your teaching schedule with the responsibility of attending 
the meetings. 
 
MS. BROWN: 
Prior to even attending the interview, I spoke with the administrators at the building and they 
encouraged me to come and interview.  I'll be directing Research and Engineering next year, I won't 
be in the classroom, and they have no problem giving me leave to go once a month for the 
meetings.  
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Okay.  Thank you. 
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D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
It would be tricky if you had the class schedule.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Oh, yeah.  
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Especially with the AP class.  You need every minute in the classroom.  Legislator Kennedy.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Thank you, Madam Chair.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Hi.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Hi.  Thank you for coming down to go ahead and see us.  You must have stated, and I'm sorry I 
didn't hear, which school district do you teach in?   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Sayville High School.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Sayville High School.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
So the Sayville District.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
That -- Sayville is separate district?   
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Yes.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Sayville Public Schools.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
All right.  And, as you said, the administrators in the school have indicated there'd be no problem 
with getting the release time you need in order to attend?  
 
MS. BROWN: 
Correct.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
How long have you taught this curriculum, or how long have you been involved in this area?   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Well, you mean, the Environmental Science?  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Environmental Sciences, yeah. 
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MS. BROWN: 
I design the curriculum for the district based on the College Board curriculum --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
-- seven, eight years ago, and then first implemented it seven years ago.  So I've done seven 
years --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
So you're comfortable with SEQRA?   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Oh, yeah, yeah.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  Know a little --  
 
MS. BROWN: 
I've been involved with it personally --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
-- you know, in the Engineering, when I was in Engineering.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Any familiarity with {NEPA}, with the Federal?   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Uh-huh.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Oh, yeah.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Good.  All right.  Thank you very much.  
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Legislator Kennedy, you might have missed the first part of the presentation, which is before 
teaching, Ms. Brown was involved working in the private sector on SEQRA.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Yeah.  I was an Environmental Scientist.  I worked for Stone and Webster Engineering, I worked for 
{Tams} Consultants, and then EEA here on Long Island.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Did you do Phase 1 environmentals and things like that, project assessment?   
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MS. BROWN: 
Yeah, I did.  Actually, I worked on the long-range management, sludge management plan for New 
York City.  I was involved in all of those EIS, writing, writing all those.  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
You want to do some of that out here?   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Pardon me?  Yeah.  Then I did hydropower for three years and wrote probably 30 environmental 
assessments for that.  Some of them went to EIS, some of them were just EA's.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
EA's.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
I did short forms, long forms coastal consistency.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Clearly, you know the process then.  Good.  Thank you.    
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Legislator Losquadro has another question.   
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Yes. I know you stated before that the administration will give you the release time, because next 
year you're going to be -- you're not going to be in the classroom environment.  If your position 
within the school district were to change, I would just add -- and you were not able to get the 
release time with the class schedule, I would just ask that you inform this body as soon as possible, 
because we have had situations where individuals have not tendered their resignation in a timely 
fashion and it's left us with vacancies.  So, if some reason your situation were to change, I'd just ask 
that you commit to letting us know in a timely fashion, so that we could seek a replacement to keep 
continuity on the Board.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Absolutely.   
 
LEG. LOSQUADRO: 
Thank you.   
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Maria, Counsel is just advising me on how we're going to do the motion, so if you'll just bear with us 
for one minute while he checks.  Okay.  Because we convened the committee for the purpose of the 
interview, what we'll do is, later on, when the entire Legislature is here, we'll make a motion to 
discharge on the floor and we'll entertain the resolution during our -- the full Legislature meeting 
this afternoon.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Okay.   
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay?  When everybody reconvenes.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Okay.   
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D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Okay.  Thank you for doing this, Maria.   
 
MS. BROWN: 
Thank you very much.   
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
And thank you for your public service.  
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
And thank you for taking the long trip out here. 
 
MS. BROWN: 
Oh, it was a nice drive.  Thanks.   
 
D.P.O. VILORIA-FISHER: 
Thank you to my colleagues for rushing back for this.  
 
        [THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 2:29 P.M.] 


