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ENVIRONMENT, LAND ACQUISITION & PLANNING COMMITTEE
of the
Suffolk County Legislature

Minutes

A regular meeting of the Environment, Land Acquisition & Planning
Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature was held in the

Rose Y. Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers
Legislature Building, Veterans Memorial Highway, Hauppauge, New York,
on February 13, 2001.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Legislator David Bishop - Chairman
Legislator Michael Caracciolo - Vice-Chair
Legislator Ginny Fields

Legislator George Guldi

Legislator Cameron Alden

Legislator Allan Binder

Legislator Vivian Fisher

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Paul Sabatino - Counsel to the Legislature

Maeghan O'Keefe - Aide to Legislator Bishop

Ellen Martin - Aide to Presiding Officer Tonna

Thomas Donovan - Aide to Presiding Officer Tonna

Jom Dobkowski - Press Secretary to Presiding Officer Tonna
Terrence Pearsall - Aide to Legislator Guldi

Frank Tassone - Aide to Legislator Crecca

Jim Spero - Deputy Director/Budget Review Office

Nicole DeAngelo - County Executive's Office/IR

Carmine Chuisano - County Executive's Budget Office

Peter Scully - Commissioner/Suffolk County Department of Parks
Allen Grecco - Director/Division of Real Estate - Dept of Planning
Jim Burke - Division of Real Estate

Loretta Fischer - Suffolk County Planning Department

Vito Minei - Department of Health Services

Edward Densieski - Councilman/Riverhead Town Board

Eric Russo - Nominee/Suffolk County Water Authority
James Bagg - Council on Environmental Quality

Amie Hamlin - New York League of Conservation Voters
Laurie Farber - Long Island Sierra Club

Emi Endo - Newsday

All Other Interested Parties

MINUTES TAKEN BY:
Alison Mahoney - Court Stenographer

(*The meeting was called to order at 3:17 P.M.*)

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
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Good afternoon, everybody. Welcome to the Environment, Land
Acquisition and Planning Committee, this is the meeting of February
13th. Last meeting we set a record, we went to | believe three and a
half hours. We'll see if we can be a little more efficient today.

LEG. GULDI:
Oh, | doubt it.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Legislator Binder, Legislator Guldi.

LEG. BINDER:
I have nothing to say.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Legislator Fisher, Caracciolo, Legislators Fields, are we all revved
up or we're calm today?

LEG. FIELDS:
We're revved up.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
We're revved up, then we might be here a while. We'll begin with the
pledge of allegiance led by Terry Pearsall.

Salutation

We have a reappointment to the Water Authority, Eric Russo; Mr. Russo
is here, correct?

MR. RUSSO:
Yes.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

Please come forward, we'll try to get you -- normally on a
reappointments, Mr. Russo, we don't ask the official to come back to
the committee that has jurisdiction, but the Water Authority is such

an important post and your work there is important enough that we felt
that it was important to have you come back.

MR. RUSSO:
| appreciate that.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

So welcome back to the Legislature. Tell us how long you've served,
what you feel is good about the Water Authority and what you hope to
accomplish in your next term.

MR. RUSSO:

Well, Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, | appreciate the
opportunity to come before you today. | have been on the Board of the
Suffolk County Water Authority since January of 1991, this would be my
third appointment by the board. | was initially there filling the
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unexpired term of Mr. LoGrande who, at that particular time, went on
to become the chairman of the authority and then the Legislature saw
fit in March of '91 to reappointment me again for a five year term. |
had a reappointment again five years ago and | have gone to the Water
Authority -- as the committee may or may not know, we have meetings
monthly, | attend all of the meetings at the authority.

Our goal at the present time has been to try and improve water quality
throughout the County. It has been part of our goal as well to

improve management at the authority. And as you've seen from the
reports that you've read either in the paper or that had been
distributed to the Legislature, our bond rating is by far one of the

best. Our water quality throughout the State and the nation is,

again, one of the best, and we are bringing more water mains and
extending water mains throughout Suffolk County. Right at the moment
we are working on the north fork and we are also handling various
pocket sections throughout the western townships.

It's been my pleasure to serve with Mr. LoGrande as well as with the
other members of the board, Jim Tripp, Dr. Fritz, as well as John Gee
and we have been working as a cohesive unit with -- and managing the
personnel in the authority to try and provide the best water quality

at the lowest possible cost to the residents of Suffolk County.

If there are any specific questions, I'd be happy to respond to those
of the committee.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

Has the Water Authority ever contemplated participating in our Open
Space Acquisition and Quarter Cent Drinking Water Program with its
revenues since your mission and those programs are directly in line
with one another?

MR. RUSSO:

Well, | believe Mr. LoGrande and now also with the new staff person,
Mr. Jones, coming on, there have been discussions and reviews of those
programs and they're trying to ascertain what direction we should
proceed. | know that the Water Authority at our last meeting has been
discussing a challenge grant within the Pine Barrens area and that
they are reviewing what the issues would be and the relationships
between the County, the State and the various towns in that area as
well as the property owners, so that's under consideration at the
moment. And they are here trying to develop programs that would be
prudent to preserve the aquifers as well as to expand and protect the
water quality for the County.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
And your feeling on those efforts, you're in support --

MR. RUSSO:
I'm in a hundred percent agreement with them.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

So you'll also carry back the suggestion -- | mean, you don't have to
adopt it but at least carry it back that if they contemplate, whether
they have without raising rates, the revenues to participate in our
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acquisition program. We're always looking for partners, be it the
Federal, State and town level, perhaps the authority can be a partner
with us on those programs as well.

MR. RUSSO:

I'm certain if you wrote the correspondence to the Chairman and also
to Mr. Jones, it would be addressed by the board members, discussed
and acted upon in a matter that they felt was appropriate.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Very efficient.

LEG. BINDER:
Sounded like a politician or a lawyer.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

Another concern -- | don't know if others have questions, but another
concern of mine during my tenure in the Legislature with the Water
Authority has been the practice to use outside of New York State
contractors, bring them on to Long Island and they do not hire union
to do Water Authority work. | don't know if that's ever come up at
Water Authority meetings, | know that I've written correspondence to
the Director about this.

MR. RUSSO:

Well, the board has adopted a resolution that we would, when
participating with different contracts in relation to unions, we would
support the union standards where possible, okay, and we've adopted a
resolution towards that end.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

All right. I think that it's -- my concern is obvious, that seeking
contractors from out of State to avoid paying Long Islanders union
scale is not the kind of activity that the Water Authority should be
engaged in and | would hope that any Director who serves with the
approval of the Legislature concurs with that.

MR. RUSSO:

Our practice has been that what we are trying to do is we advertise
the bids locally and try and use individuals within the County,
corporations within the County, unless they cannot provide the service
or they haven't entertained the bid or responded to the Requests For
Proposals. If they have responded to the Requests For Proposals or
the bids, in evaluating it, provided that it's the lowest possible bid
and that they are qualified bidders under the law, then we have hired
those individuals and tried to stay within the County. There are some
instances such as painting of tanks or repairs of tanks that we've had
to go outside but that's because there's been no one from within the
County to respond to the proposals.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Okay. If that's the case, there is no qualified local bidder then |
understand, but that's not the information that | have. But that was
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an incident in the past and I'm sure if comes up in the future | will
make sure that you're contacted as part of the --

MR. RUSSO:
I'd be happy to respond.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
-- effort to redress it. Are there any ore other questions for Mr.
Russo? Be warned, he's very good at answering, a smooth style here.

LEG. BINDER:
We're good.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
That's it? Remember your oversight obligations. Thank you, Mr. Russo.

MR. RUSSO:
Thank you, Mr. Bishop.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
I'll call the resolution out of order at this time.

LEG. GULDI:
Second.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Seconded by Legislator Guldi to take it out of order. All in favor?
Opposed?

LEG. FIELDS:
Abstain.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
The resolution is now before us. What's the bill number?

LEG. ALDEN:
1056, right?

LEG. BINDER:
Second.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

1056-01 (P) - Reappointment member of the Suffolk County Water
Authority (Eric Russo) (Haley). Thank you, Legislator Alden, I'll make
you the mover of it, seconded by Legislator Binder. All in favor?
Opposed?

LEG. FIELDS:
Abstain.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
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Legislator Fields abstains. Thank you very much, congratulations.
Approved (VOTE: 5-1-1-0 Not Present: Legislator Caracciolo -
Abstention: Legislator Fields). ****SEE CHANGE IN VOTE ON PAGE 4***

MR. RUSSO:
Thank you, Mr. Bishop and Members of the Committee.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
You do not need to come to the full Legislature, you have done your
penance. Thank you.

MR. RUSSO:
Okay, thank you. Have a good afternoon. Happy Valentine's Day.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
You made a motion?

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
It was approved.

LEG. BINDER:
Why don't we just --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
All right.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
This is on Eric Russo? I'd like to make a motion to reconsider.

LEG. GULDI:
Second.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

Motion to reconsider by Legislator Caracciolo, seconded by Legislator
Guldi. All in favor? Opposed? The bill is before us. Same motion,
same second. Add Legislator Caracciolo as in favor. Legislator Fields
still abstains. ***CHANGE IN VOTE*** Approved (VOTE: 6-0-1-0
Abstained: Legislator Fields).

We have two cards and we have a request from Mr. Bagg that he has to
leave by five o'clock; apparently he was apprised of our last meeting
and considers himself savvy as a veteran of County government.

Ed Densieski, are you here to speak to us?

MR. DENSIESKI:
Yes, sir

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Come forward, please.
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MR. DENSIESKI:
Good afternoon.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Good afternoon.

MR. DENSIESKI:
Ed Densieski from the Town of Riverhead here to speak of the Town
Board, a bipartisan request of the majority -- I mean, the --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
You're a member of the board?

MR. DENSIESKI:
Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
I'm sorry. Congratulations.

MR. DENSIESKI:

It's okay. We have a bipartisan request with a unanimous decision to
send a resolution to Suffolk County for the acquisition of properties
in the Town of Riverhead, and we'd like to request that the County
move forward with that.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Okay. This is on a -- Legislator Caracciolo, this is on one of your
proposals?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Yes.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Give us a background on it.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Okay. This resolution has been before the committee previously, it's
actually presently working its way through the parks trustees; is that
not right, Commissioner Scully?

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:

Yes, we have recognized the circumstances and the time constraints --
I'm sorry, | apologize. The matter had been brought before the Parks
Trustees for consideration and at the time there was a question
regarding one of the parcels involved in the acquisition. The Parks
Trustee from Riverhead, Mr. Park, met with the Supervisor and received
clarification, there apparently was an error on the tax map number.

The Trustees, recognizing the criticality of the time element,

convened by telephone and authorized a recommendation in favor of
acquisition.
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CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Criticality.

MR. DENSIESKI:
Yeah, there was a typographical error which we corrected.

LEG. GULDI:
Can we get a ruling on whether or not criticality is a word in
English?

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Out of order; criticality is out of order. Critical nature would be
our --

LEG. FISHER:
Is this the Miamogue piece?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
No, no, that's what | wanted to clarify.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Clarify for us what it is.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
This is a piece of property located adjacent to an existing town park.

MR. DENSIESKI:
Correct. Actually, there's two parcels that are adjacent to the town
park.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
One of them is owned by an individual who has the same last name as
our Legislative Counsel; is that not correct, Mr. Sabatino?

MR. SABATINO:
There is only one of me, | am not related to any of these people.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
What | had hoped the Councilman would do today was make a brief
presentation, are you prepared to do that, Ed?

MR. DENSIESKI:

I didn't bring a packet because | wasn't aware. | can tell you briefly
what I'd like to do and what the Town Board would like to do, if
that's acceptable.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Tell us how big the parcel is, what the plans are and why you're for
it.
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MR. DENSIESKI:

Sure. One of the parcels is 1.4 acres adjacent to the existing town
park and we're going to hopefully put tennis courts there which will
be open to the residents of Riverhead and the County of Suffolk. The
other parcel, we're going to expand the fields, baseball, softball and
lacrosse fields and also some parking, and that would take place on
the eight acre parcel also adjacent to the Stotsky Park in Riverhead.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
That sounds like the perfect Greenways proposal, exactly what the
program was designed to accomplish.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
But last -- | just want --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
It's resolution 1022 for those who may want to look up the resolution.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Right. Last year | seem to recall that we did Greenways in Riverhead?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
No, we did not. We approved --

LEG. GULDI:
Southold.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
That's right.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
What was the one that we're --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
That was Southold, that was the Strawberry --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
We're always accusing you of doing an open space disguised as an
active recreation?

LEG. GULDI:
That was Southold.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
That was Southold. And then preceding the Southold acquisition --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
It had an amphitheater.
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LEG. CARACCIOLO:

No, that was the Broad Cove property which we are still actively
negotiating to acquire. Mr. Grecco is still here; Allen, could you
just give us a brief update on Broad Cove?

LEG. GULDI:
Yeah, why didn't you buy it yet, Allen?

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
It's in Riverhead, though, let's start there.

MR. GRECCO:

Originally there was a concept by the Town of Riverhead to put an
amphitheater there and consider this under the active park component
of Greenways. | guess when they looked at the price and other issues
they did not come through, so Legislator Caracciolo switched the
funding source to drinking water protection. It became a little
problematic and we're still negotiating this transaction. The problem

is one of the environmental condition of the site, other issues which
are in negotiation at this time. But the one you're thinking of is

Broad Cove, it was not passed for active parks.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
So this is Riverhead's --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
First and only.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
-- active recreation proposal.

MR. GRECCO:
Yes.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
And it sounds like a perfect proposal.

MR. GRECCO:
Right.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Thank you.

MR. DENSIESKI:
I believe it is.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
But we're not ready -- in spite of being perfect, we're not ready to
vote on it today, is that it?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
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Well, we could vote on it today. Commissioner Scully? Peter?
Commissioner Scully?

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
Sorry.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

The chairman just raised the issue as to whether or not this

resolution would be eligible for consideration today by the committee.
Could you just tell us what the other approvals are required because
we need Trustees approval and you had indicated to me that that could
take place between now and next week; is that not correct?

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
First of all, 1 don't think you need trustees' approval under the
Greenways Program.

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:

On the active rec you do and that's the reason that we convened them
by telephone, it's the only piece of Greenways that they're in on.

And we got the Trustees approval --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
By what authorization -- not to go on a little tangent --

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
It's in the Charter, in the Charter law itself.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Okay. So to answer --

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
How many of you are authors of that bill?

10

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
To answer the question --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
These two, right?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Right here. To answer the question --

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:

CEQ is the one outstanding issue. | see that Mr. Bagg is here, | did
sign today the EAF and we did ship that over to planning. CEQ is next
schedule to meet --

LEG. FIELDS:
Tomorrow.

MR. BAGG:
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The 21st.

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
The 21st.

MR. BAGG:
The agenda for CEQ went out.

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
So with respect to whether the committee would be free to act, | defer
to Counsel on that issue. CEQ remains to be --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Okay. We may have to table this resolution one more cycle, but --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
I got you. No, the issue is not on this -- it is on this specific
parcel, so what's the bottom line on this specific parcel?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Bottom line is we will -- 1 will make a motion to table this
resolution --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
It's not ready today.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

-- pending the approval by SEQRA -- | mean by CEQ which will take
place on the 21st. It would then be eligible at our very next

committee meeting and it would be my hope and intention to move it at
that time.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

Right. Now, when we first proposed Greenways, | recall specifically
saying and asking that the Parks Trustees not have a role other than
advisory, and | thought that's how the resolution and the referendum
was written.

11

MR. SABATINO:

That's correct, they were given an advisory not an approval process
for Greenways. They can look at it, they can give opinions but their
opinion carries no legal weight.

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
Okay. And that's only in the active recreational component, correct?

MR. SABATINO:
No, that's for everything in Greenways.

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
Oh, okay.
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CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
See, Commissioner Scully is of the belief that in the active --

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:
I was misadvised.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Right.

MR. SABATINO:
You think -- 1 was out of the room but you think that for the open
space portion they're required?

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:

No. Until I entered the room, last time | requested clarification

from staff | was advised at the Trustees meeting that the only
component for which the Trustees had a role was in active rec and that
that role amounted to a recommendation; if that's not the case, it's a
good thing for me to know.

MR. SABATINO:

Well, they just look at it. | mean, the idea was to write them out of
the process because all they do is slow things down and then prevent
the Legislature from accomplishing what they want to accomplish.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Are any Parks Trustees present?

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
The Counsel only speaks facts, never an opinion.

LEG. FIELDS:

Wait, wait, wait. Can | add something to that? | have been going to
those Parks Trustees meetings for a year and | would tell you that

they have some very, very valuable information and very good knowledge
of the park -- of the properties that they talk about. So | would ask

that they really do have a part and a very important part.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
But what happened was -- why don't --

12

MR. SABATINO:
We changed the --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

You know, it's just among friends even though there's a stenographer.
When we created the Greenways bill, at the time Legislators were
frustrated by several initiatives that they had that were being slowed

up by Parks Trustees and we specifically, when we wrote the Greenways

file://IC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (13 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:12 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm

bill, had them relegated to an advisory capacity and not to the same
capacity they have with open space acquisitions where they are -- they
must be part of the process and they must approve on it, it's

different for Greenways. And that was my recollection, you concur, but
I think that we better get the Executive Branch on board with that so
we can put that issue to bed.

COMMISSIONER SCULLY:

Well, don't make the Executive Branch responsible for my error. I'll
make sure that | don't rely on staff for those opinions moving
forward.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

All right. But that doesn't affect us today on this resolution. We
thank you for your presentation today, it sounds like a very good
project.

MR. DENSIESKI:
On behalf of the people of Riverhead --

LEG. FISHER:
Well, | second your opinion absolutely.

MR. DENSIESKI:
-- | want to thank you.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Thank you.

MR. DENSIESKI:
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman and committee members.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Ed, before you leave. Mr. Chairman? Counsel? Paul? Can we have
some order around the horseshoe, it's very noisy up here today. Geez.
No, don't go, | want you to hear this.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
With bated breath.

LEG. GULDI:
We're all waiting, Mike.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Questions for -- well, I have to wait for Counsel to take his seat

which he now did. Paul, with respect to this resolution, we have

attached a town board resolution adopted by the Town of Riverhead. We
have Jim Bagg who has indicated a few moments ago that this issue will

13

be taken up by CEQ on the 21st. Are there any other requirements that
will have to be met before we can move this resolution at our next
committee meeting?
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MR. SABATINO:
No, you just need the SEQRA determination which you say is going to
happen on the --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Twenty-first.

MR. SABATINO:

-- 21st and the Town Board resolution which already has happened. So
you've got two out of the three things you need, the third of which is
the Legislative approval.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

Okay. | would like to take this opportunity to make inquiry among the
committee members, if they have any questions relative to the town's
proposal, that the Councilman is present and this would be an
opportunity to raise any issues or concerns or support for the
resolution if you so inclined.

LEG. FIELDS:
Which number is that, Mike?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
1022, it's acquiring 13 acres adjacent to an existing town park for
the purposes that were stated by the Counsel.

MR. DENSIESKI:
I believe it's a little over --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Nine acres.

MR. DENSIESKI:
-- nine acres, yes.

LEG. FISHER:
I can't find it on the agenda.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
It's under Tabled Prime Resolutions.

LEG. FISHER:
There it is.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:

So does anyone have any questions? You know, we had a lot of
conversation when the Wedge came up, and rightfully so. But I'd like
to take this opportunity, while we do have someone from the town --

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Is this on a different issue?

14
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LEG. GULDI:
A point of clarification; this is the park on Pulaski

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Stotsky Park, across --

LEG. GULDI:
Stotsky Park.

MR. DENSIESKI:
Columbus Drive off of Pulaski.

LEG. GULDI:
Right.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
I want to make sure for any committee members who have questions that
they avail themselves of the opportunity.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Michael, that's why we're here, we've gone through this, they don't.

LEG. GULDI:
Can | ask a question now?

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
He's got a question.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Now they have questions.

LEG. GULDI:
| have a question; can | ask it?

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Please.

LEG. GULDI:
Thank you. The nine acres you're going to acquire, it's to the north
and adjacent to the park or is it across the road?

MR. DENSIESKI:
It's to the east of Columbus Avenue and east of the existing park.

LEG. GULDI:
To the east of Columbus Avenue; Columbus Avenue is the street they do
the road tests on?

MR. DENSIESKI:

Yes.
LEG. GULDI:
Okay. It's --

MR. DENSIESKI:
You're familiar with the business Gearworks on that road?

15
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LEG. GULDI:
I'm trying to visualize it; no, | don't remember the business. It's
on the north end of the road, it's not down on it.

MR. DENSIESKI:
One parcel is on the north end and the other is on the south end.
One parcel is --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
It's adjacent, George, adjacent to the existing --

LEG. GULDI:
So you're going to have a road right between the existing park in the
new land.

MR. DENSIESKI:
That's correct.

LEG. GULDI:
The road's going to stay.

MR. DENSIESKI:
It will between on the first piece but it's adjacent to on the second
piece.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Are you talking about the firemen's drill field?

LEG. GULDI:
No, no. I'm just checking.

MR. DENSIESKI:
The road actually ends at a cul-de-sac.

LEG. GULDI:
Yeah, | just was wondering, | thought you might have been on the other
side.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
No, no.

LEG. GULDI:
Right by where the building supply place is.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
No, no, not near Riverhead Building Supply.

MR. DENSIESKI:
No, the other side of the park, the east side.

LEG. GULDI:
Yeah, | understand where you are. Thank you.

MR. DENSIESKI:
Thank you.
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LEG. GULDI:
Yeah, I'm fully supportive of the resolution. I'd like to move it as
soon as we can. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Legislator Alden.

LEG. ALDEN:
And you're not coming back | take it, that's why we're doing this.

MR. DENSIESKI:
If you need me, I'll come back.

LEG. ALDEN:
Well, no, we'll ask now. Is there any type of application before you
right now for rezoning?

MR. DENSIESKI:
No, there is not.

LEG. ALDEN:
And it's zoned what?

MR. DENSIESKI:
I believe it's zoned residential but I'm not sure of that.

LEG. ALDEN:

Okay. So residential you think -- all right, you don't know, so we
don't know how many lots, what kind of yield you could get out of the
property?

MR. DENSIESKI:

Well, one is a previous sand mine, the ground is distorted and would
have to be leveled. And the other is right next to Gearworks which is
a local business out there, there's not going to be anything put on
that piece of property.

LEG. ALDEN:
Okay. Sand mines, so you're going to have to bring topsoil in?

MR. DENSIESKI:

No, I think it's just going to have to be leveled off. | mean, it
wasn't a complete sand mine as we know them today. | think it will
be -- once it's leveled off, it will be perfect for fields.

LEG. ALDEN:
All right.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Ed, while you're here, let me just again -- to amplify the town's role
and commitment -- | didn't have the mike on. Could you just amplify
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what the town's role? Assuming we're successful in negotiating a
purchase price for the nine acres with the two existing property
owners, what's the timetable and what are the facilities and the
financial commitment that the town is prepared to make with regard to
making this a reality?
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MR. DENSIESKI:
Mike, we're lucky in Riverhead, we have park and rec fees which we
have a substantial amount --

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
You mean a district, right, taxing district.

MR. DENSIESKI:

Uh-huh, which we have a substantial amount of money in it. So |

believe as soon as we acquire the property we're going to start
i Mmediately. It makes no sense for the town to wait to expand
recreation in the town, so we plan to nove inmediately with both
parcels if we're |lucky enough to --

LEG CARACCI OLO

Ckay. So the town is nmaking not only a noral commitnent to this
project but a financial conmtnent based on the revenues that exist in
a town account for this very purpose.

MR. DENSI ESKI :
That's correct.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Thank you.

LEG ALDEN
I just had a couple nore questions, M. Chairnman?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

Sur e.

LEG ALDEN:

Thanks. As far as other available properties in the Town of Riverhead,
are there many? And where on the list of priority -- |I'm assum ng that

Ri verhead does a priority list of what you'd Iike to acquire and when
you'd like to acquire it. So where on this list was this?

MR. DENSI ESKI :

This is on the front burner, so to speak, this is our nunber one
priority. Yes, we have sone other parcels that |'mhoping to bring
forward, too, but this is our highest priority at this point in tine.

LEG ALDEN:
Okay. When did it become the highest priority?
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MR. DENSI ESKI :
| took office |last January and | started on it inmmediately, so.

LEG ALDEN:
Ckay. And now you mentioned you have a nunber of other parcels that
you're going to be looking to partner with Suffol k County on?

MR. DENSI ESKI :
Yes, we are going to be |looking to partner on sone other properties.

18

LEG ALDEN

Roughl y how many and what ki nd of acreage?

MR. DENSI ESKI :

The one | can think of off the top of nmy head is snall, about an acre,
1.8 acre.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Are you -- Legislator Al den, when you speak about a partnership,
you're tal king about active recreational parks?

LEG ALDEN
That's what |' m assuni ng.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
O are you tal king about -- because Riverhead and the County are going
to be doi ng extensive partnerships on farm and acquisition.

LEG ALDEN:
Right. Well, right now we were tal ki ng about active parkl ands.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ckay. So the only other active park you have is a two acre?

LEG ALDEN:
One acre he said.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
One acre.

LEG CARACCI CLO
Ji n?

MR. DENSI ESKI :
The one that we're looking at is 1.8, but that hasn't gone through
resol ution or any of the process yet.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ckay.

LEG ALDEN:
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Anything el se? And how far up on the priority list is that one?

MR. DENSI ESKI :
| would say --

LEG ALDEN
Your priority list.

MR. DENSI ESKI :
Oh, ny -- they're all on ny priority list.

LEG ALDEN:
Well, the board's; sorry.

19

MR. DENSI ESKI :
I would be surprised to see anything acted on until probably Fall of
this year.

LEG ALDEN
Ckay. And anything else on that list?

MR. DENSI ESKI :
| don't believe anything el se would conme up before then.

LEG ALDEN:
Ckay, thanks.

LEG CARACCI OLO
M. Chairman, | believe M. Bagg wanted to bring sonething to our
attention relative to this acquisition; Jinf

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
He's just trying to get up there so he doesn't have to | eave, so he
can go next.

MR BAGG
Yes, on Resolution 1044, inplenenting G eenways in connection wth
acqui sition of open space and while --

LEG CARACCI OLO
That's a different |ocation.

MR. BAGG
That's a different |ocation and the acquisition of open space, that
program had al ready been reviewed, this would be considered

mnisterial, it would be a Type Il Action as in the past. |It's the
active recreational parcels which is the subject of 1022 which is
bef ore CEQ

LEG CARACCI OLO
Right, but that's not the parcel that's under discussion right now
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MR. DENSI ESKI :
| believe that's being reconsidered, to tell you the truth.

LEG CARACCI OLO
That's right. 1've spoken to the Supervisor about doing I and
partnership on that. Two different pieces of property.

MR. BAGG
Right, and that's what |'msaying. In the first one | think you tabled
pendi ng SEQRA on 1044 whi ch --

LEG. CARACCI OLO
It's al so been tabl ed for another reason.

MR BAGG
Ckay.

20

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay? Thank you, Jim

LEG ALDEN:
| don't have it on ny agenda.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay, thank you very nuch, M. Densieski.

MR. DENSI ESKI :
Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Al right. Ainee Hanlin, do you wi sh to speak?

MS. HAMLI N:
I think 1"mgoing to pass. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
You're waiving? GCkay. M. Bagg?

MR.  SABATI NG

Real quickly, M. Chairman, | double checked the Statute and open
space was actually witten out, the active parklands we just wote in
advi sory | anguage, just to clarify for the record.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
M. Bagg, as you do for every one of our neetings, you' re here to
advise us on the SEQRA's, is that it, CEG?

MR. BAGG
Yes, |'mhere to advise you on CEQ s reconmnendati ons.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ckay.

MR BAGG
Wth respect to SEQRA, and it's after their neetings, it will not be
every neeting per se.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Right, if you're lucky. Ckay.

MR BAGG
Wuld you like nme to proceed with what's on the agenda?

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP
Pl ease.

MR. BAGG

Al right. The first one is a proposed SEQRA cl assification of
Legi sl ative Resolutions Laid on the Table for 11/21, 12/5 and 12/19 as
well as 1/2. This is fairly proforma. CEQ advises the Legislature as
to which actions they feel are Type Il actions or unlisted requiring
EAF' s.

21

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ckay.

MR. SABATI NO
Just take themone at a tine.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
W go one at a tine? Al right.

MR BAGG
The next one is the proposed Sewer District #1, Port Jeff --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Oh, | need a vote on that? Well, he didn't say what -- | guess
didn't follow what he said.

MR. SABATI NO
This --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I thought he was telling nme what he does, | didn't think it was
required to vote.

MR. SABATI NO
No, there's a statutory procedure.

LEG GULDI :
It's called SEQRA
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MR.  SABATI NG

But the procedure itself is at first the reconmendati ons are brought
in the formof these CEQ resolution nunbers. So you see it starts with
one for the beginning of the year, so today we'll have one through
what ever the nunber is, seven.

MR BAGG
N ne.

MR. SABATI NO

Ni ne, okay, nine. After the presentation of each one individually, the
comrttee has to vote as to whether or not we want to have a

resol ution.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Did you just present one?

MR BAGG

Yes, that was a CEQ resol ution.

LEG GULD :

This is our hard | ook under SEQRA to conply with the environnental
quality --

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Wl 1, which one did you present?

22

MR. BAGG
| presented CEQ No. 1-01.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
And t he reconmendation of CEQ was?

MR BAGG

They were sent out in the packet, there's a list of reconmendati ons.
Usual | y what the Council does, on those that are all Type Il Actions
we try to cover the County's bases.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

These are the type Il's, okay. Mdtion by Legislator Binder who seens
to know what's going on, and Legislator GQuldi will second. Al in
favor? Opposed? Al right, those are Approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

MR. BAGG

Al'l right. The next one is proposed Sewer District No. 1, Port
Jefferson Pilot Facility, Town of Brookhaven. Project involves the
installation of a small truck-mounted facility with tanks and punps
adj acent to the existing tankage at the Port Jefferson site which will
operate for a six nmonth period. Council recomends that it's a Type
Il Action pursuant to NY CRR part 617.5Cl5 and 25 since it involves
equi prent and the minor tenporary use of |and having negligible or no
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per manent inpact on the environnent.

LEG GULD :
Mot i on.

LEG FI SHER:
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Al in favor? Opposed? Approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

MR BAGG
One comment. The Legislature in Resolution 48 of 2001 approved this
project already and said it was a Type Il Action, so.

LEG GULDI :
Ckay.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Okay. Next?

LEG Fl SHER
That's what | was aski ng about.

MR. BAGG

The next one is the proposed renovation of CO 50, North Conpl ex,
Hauppauge. The action invol ves engi neering studies and the design of

i mprovenents to the sewage treatnent plant only. The Counci
recomends it's a Type Il Action pursuant to 617.5C21 since it

i nvol ves the conducting of concurrent engineering prelimnary planning
and desi gn studies.

23

LEG Bl NDER:
Mot i on.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion by Legislator Binder, seconded by Legislator Alden. Al in
favor ? OQpposed? Approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

LEG BI NDER:
Did you skip No. 3?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I thought No. 3 was skipped, because No. 3 is also Port Jefferson
this is the engi neering?

MR. BAGG
Oh, excuse ne, yeah

LEG Bl NDER:
| think you did No. 2.

file://IC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (25 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:12 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
We only did one Port Jefferson

LEG BI NDER:
Ri ght .

MR. BAGG
I think that that's --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Wuld it help if I read it?

MR BAGG
Yeah, the other one --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Proposed sewer district No. 1, Port Jefferson, Engineering Services,
Town of Brookhaven, Type Il Action, CEG Resolution No. 3-01

MR, BAGG
Basically that's for design and construction of additional facilities
at the sewage treatnent plant in Port Jefferson.

LEG Bl NDER:
Mot i on.

LEG Fl SHER:
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion by Legislator Binder, second by Legislator Fisher. Al in
favor? Opposed? It's approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

MR BAGG

The proposed renovations to CO 50 in the North Conpl ex, project and

design -- involves the design as well as the replacenment of mechanica
24

equi pnent, lighting and suspended ceilings in the various |ocations

t hroughout the building. Council reconmends that it's a Type |

Acti on.

LEG Bl NDER:

The juvenile detention center? Were is this?

MR BAGG
This is the North conpl ex.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Are we in the North Conpl ex?

MR BAGG
It's Building CO 50, yes.
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LEG Bl NDER:
You' re doing No. 4 now agai n?

MR BAGG
Yes.

LEG Bl NDER:
We did the notion.

LEG ALDEN:
No, this is 5-01.

LEG Bl NDER:
No, | know, but No. 4 we already made the notion, second.

MR BAGG
Ckay.

LEG BI NDER:
We al ready passed that.

MR BAGG
Al'l right, 5-1.

LEG Bl NDER:
Ri ght, 5-01.

MR. BAGG
This is the proposed new residential juvenile detention facility.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Is there no notion, is that the problenf

LEG FI ELDS:
Where is this one | ocated?

MR BAGG
The proposed juvenile detention facility?

25

LEG FI ELDS:
Yes.
MR BAGG

This is for planning and design only.

LEG FI ELDS:
But where is it |ocated?

MR. BAGG
| believe it's been proposed for Yaphank but they weren't told, they
just said it's for planning and design.

file://IC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (27 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:12 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm

LEG FI ELDS
Ckay.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Well, it says town of -- first of all, it says Town of f Brookhaven
which is a pretty strong indicator of where it's going.

MR.  SABATI NG
No, no. The SEQRA determination has to be real, it's got to be
definitive

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ch, it doesn't say a town, that's the next one.

MR. SABATI NO
If the presentationis --

LEG BI NDER:
But here's my question, right.

MR, SABATI NGO
-- they don't know what they SEQRA'd --

LEG Bl NDER:
Ri ght.

MR.  SABATI NG
This has to be tabled or rejected.

LEG BI NDER:

That's my question, how could you not know where?

MR, BAGG

Well, basically this is not for the action, this is sinply --

LEG Bl NDER:

It doesn't matter.

MR BAGG

Pl anni ng and desi gn nonies are considered Type Il. | think they're

just designing a building, irrespective of where it's going to go.

26

MR, SABATI NGO

Let me tell you this right now, and there's a vested interest on a | ot
of people to bring a legal challenge, possibly. So |I would go back to
the draw ng board and get --

LEG Bl NDER:
I'"'mgoing to nake a notion to table. | agree, totally, | agree with
Counsel
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LEG FI ELDS
Second the notion to table.

LEG GULD:
On the notion

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Can | understand sonet hi ng? Wiy woul d the planning and design of a
buil ding that is generic and goes possi bly anywhere or nowhere
requi res SEQRA to begin with?

MR, SABATI NGO

Under New York State Law, every action you take is subject to a SEQRA
process. | think people think that SEQRA neans we have an adverse
environnmental inpact, that's not what SEQRA nmeans. \Wat SEQRA neans is
that you have to | ook at governnment action and determ ne whether or
not the government action is going to have sonme environmental inpact;
good, bad, indifferent, positive, negative, whatever, but there's got
to be a process.

LEG Bl NDER

Well, normally Counsel -- normally what we do is put the SEQRA ri ght
into the resolution, it doesn't cone like this. So for sonething that
seens clear that it's not going to have an environnental inpact, like
pl anni ng and design, nornally it's in the resolution. For sone reason
here it's got a separate SEQRA process which is not usual, | nean,

don't usually see planning and desi gn SEQRA' s coni ng

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Ri ght.
LEG BI NDER:
I mean, | think this is just unusual for us.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Ri ght.

LEG BI NDER:

Right, we usually enbed it in the resolution itself and so SEQRA i s
taking care of when we do the resolution. | don't know why this is
separate, but | would nake a notion to table. |If CEQin doing this

can't tell us where it is, and | understand what you're tal king about
some generic planning and design, but as far as |'m concerned that you
if you can't tell nme what that planning and design and where it is,
then | can't know whether you're classifying the action as Type Il is
reasonabl e under process and | can't nmake a determ nation

27

LEG GULD :
On the notion
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
They' re studying --

MR BAGG
| understand that. What |'m --

LEG GULDI:

Hello, on the notion. If you're not going to build it, if it's nerely
a hypothetical, why are you designing it if you don't have a place for
it? You know, it strikes me that, come on now.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Do you want to take a crack at it?

MR BAGG
Well, I"mjust saying that these are subnmitted by the Departnent of
Public Works --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Ri ght.
MR BAGG
-- as a Type Il action because they're only asking that design and

pl anni ng noni es be appropriated for projects. CEQ doesn't | ook behind
that, they sinply say this is for planning and design noni es per se
that has a Type Il action

LEG GULDI:

This is akin to saying we're going to buy |land and we're going to put
a building onit, but it doesn't have a fiscal inpact because we're
not going to pay for it until later, so we're not going to do a fisca
i npact statenent. This is the equivalent in CEQ of we're going to
design the building but we haven't decided where to put it yet, so
we're not going to conply with SEQRA

LEG Bl NDER:
No, but generally -- what they're saying is --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

| think their missionis -- 1 nean, let's bring this dowmn to a nore
elementary level. Their missionis to see if a governnent action wll
have an inpact on the environnment. They |look at this and they say,

"Ch, sone engineers are going to be in an office designing a
bui | ding," that has no inpact on the environnment, only when the
building is actually, you know, a shovel goes into the ground is there
an i nmpact on the environment and that would be a subsequent SEQRA
resolution; is that correct?

MR BAGG

Yes. If you were to take this one step further, now CEQ is not
involved in this, | understood that the commttee picked the site.
Now, technically -- and that site was binding, but technically under

SEQRA you cannot pick a site where you're going to place a facility
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wi t hout having conpl eted SEQRA and a full site design and everything
el se. And technically, fromwhat | understand, the comittee said they
t hought that mght get a negative declaration but nothing has been
submitted to CEQ relative to that proposal at Yaphank or the

bui | d- out .

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Let's go back to nmy --

LEG Bl NDER
Let ne ask Counsel why --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I want to go back to planning and design SEQRA

LEG BI NDER:

I just want to understand why this is not -- why this wasn't in the
resolution. Do you know if this was -- this is a County Exec's
resolution? This will get to your same question

MR. SABATI NO

Wll, | want to be fair to the comment you nade before, it's partially
true. We do get a lot of mixes and natches because soneti nes when
you' ve got the resolution that's appropriating the noney you put the
SEQRA cl ause right in there, but what predated that, what predated
that frequently -- not always, but frequently -- was one of these CEQ
recommendati ons. So sonetinmes what gets short circuited is the
internmedi ary step of the stand-al one SEQRA resol ution; sonetines
you'll see a |lot of stand-al one SEQRA resolutions that are not
acconpani ed -- acconpanying, | should say -- the actual appropriating
resolution. So that's a little bit different than what's being

descri bed here.

| believe that the original resolution that set up the conmittee that
led to the process did have a SEQRA determ nation, because that was
just the process to get people together to do the neeting. There's
not hing wong with the next step occurring. Wat this would lead to
if this was approved today is a stand-al one SEQRA resol ution, the kind
you're accustoned to seeing. Another possibility would be not to nake
it a stand-alone but to take that recomendation to nake it part of
the appropriation resolution which would be the scenario that you
described earlier. So --

LEG BI NDER

I woul d suggest to the County Executive that he make SEQRA as part of
the resolution itself so that this a separate CEQ process like that,
you know, just a stand-alone resolution. | don't see any need for it.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
What woul d be the point now to change the course that they're on? |Is
there any --

LEG BI NDER:
Let nme --
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Is there any substance to the fornf

LEG BI NDER:

Yeah. The point that | would bring up is that the resolution that
woul d i nclude the SEQRA woul d necessarily include the location, and
this Legislature then would understand --

MR, SABATI NGO
Well, actually --

LEG Bl NDER

They woul d understand where we're doing it, not just -- because

don't see this Legislature voting for a resolution that says go ahead
with plan and design, we just don't want to know really where it's
going to be, we're not going to vote for that.

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
VWell, let me ask Counsel --

LEG BI NDER:
We're going to vote for it with the location

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Let ne ask Counsel this question. | know you're eager to speak but it
relates to what he's saying. Does this form this nethod that is
bei ng used by the County executive, dose it shield the process froma
vote on the location? Wich is probably what they're trying to
acconplish, which is to renove the "politics" fromthe siting of the

facility.

MR.  SABATI NO.

I think it was an inadvertence, | don't think it was designed to
shield anything. Because as | was listening to Legislator Binder
speak, | recalled that there's a resolution in this packet that

appropriates the planning noney. So | think that what may have
happened here is --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
So if it's inadvertent, why don't we just approve the darn thing since
there's no substance, there's no substant distance --

MR. SABATI NO

Wel |, inadvertent doesn't nmean it's not inportant. I|nadvertent just
means that it wasn't done by design, you know, to try to shield
sonet hing from sonet hing, you know, froma process. |I'mjust trying
to find the resolution that appropriates the nonies as we speak so
can tie the two together. | just think that CEQ because they only
nmeet once a nonth, nmay have just fallen behind the |earning curve.

LEG BI NDER:

I would nake a notion to table. | would allow the County Executive's
resolution to incorporate the SEQRA into the resolution so this way we
do it in one shot. I'mjust unconfortable with CEQ not know the

| ocation --
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LEG CARACCI CLO
1107, Paul .

LEG Bl NDER:
-- giving us a neg dec. So I'mjust going to make a notion to table.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion to table by Legislator Binder.

LEG CARACCI OLO
On the notion

MR.  SABATI NG
No, it's not, 1107 is Legislator Alden's alternative to --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ch, | apol ogi ze, | |ooked at the wong one. It's -- here we go, 1026.

MR. SABATI NO
1026, okay.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Is there a second to Legislator Binder's notion?

LEG CARACCI OLO
On the notion

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
There's no second at this point. | wll second it just to --

LEG CARACCI OLO
On the notion. Has Counsel had an opportunity to look at IR 1026?

MR, SABATI NGO

Yes, | just junped ahead. 1026 has the SEQRA determination in it and
that appropriates the $1.2 nillion of planning noney, okay, and that
SEQRA determination is site specific.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
So is this duplicative?

LEG CARACCI OLO
That was ny question

MR, SABATI NGO
So what | would say is | would say vote down what you have in front of
you and go with whatever the vote that takes place on 1026.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion to table subject to call by nyself.
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LEG BI NDER:
Ri ght, second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Second by Legislator Binder. Al in favor? Opposed?

31
LEG GULD :
Opposed.
CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Opposed, Legislator @Quldi. That one is sent into oblivion
LEG GULDI:
No, linbo, not oblivion.
CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Li mbo, oblivion.
LEG GULDI :
There's a difference.
CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
They're right next to each other.
MR SABATI NO
1026 is the actual -- it's prinme in a different conmittee,

LEG GULDI:
Publ i ¢ wor ks.

MR, SABATI NG
It's prine in Public Safety because --

LEG GULDI:
Public Safety?

MR.  SABATI NG
1026 is probably --

LEG FI SHER
It's not on our agenda.

MR. SABATI NO

I knowit's not. | was trying -- it's prinme in Public Safety because
this is -- 1026 is the resolution that actually appropriates the noney
for planning purposes in that resolution, and it's site specific, it
tal ks about Yaphank, it's got the SEQRA deternination which is the
correct one that ties into what's being done. It just kind of
reinforces ny point about the inadvertence.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay.
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MR.  SABATI NG
I think CEQ just kind of fell beyond the curve.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
This was supposed to be the easy part of our agenda.

MR. BAGG
| have a questi on.

32

MR, SABATI NGO
This is inportant, though, because if you get challenged -- that's
what led to this law, there was a challenge in 1980 which set aside --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I think 1'"mgoing to have send Legislator Binder to court since he
seens to be very know edgabl e about this.

MR, BAGG

| have a question about this. The departnents, and especially the
Department of Public Wrks' Architectural Division, is subnitting a
| ot of requests for planning and design, only nonies so that those
noni es can be appropriated to plan certain projects. That's all they
gi ve CEQ

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Tell themthat they do not need to do that if it's in the
appropriating resol ution.

MR. BAGG
I nmean, that's the next resolution. They did not give us an
appropriating resolution per se, they just sent that to us.

MR.  SABATI NG

This just points up the inadvertence, okay. It just happened because
maybe the scheduling of the holidays, | don't know, this thing
happened during the transition period. Continue to do what you do, do
it the right way, it's just in this particular -- see, nornally what
woul d have happened is your end of the process would have been
completed in sufficient tinme to catch up with this resolution, but for
what ever reason it didn't happen. | suspect it's because of the
hol i days and the gap between neetings that things kind of fell by the
waysi de, but don't change the procedure you're doing.

MR BAGG
Ckay.

MR. SABATI NO
Except be site specific if it's a specific site that's bei ng proposed.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Al right. Wy don't -- | hate to do this. Wiy don't you tell us what
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the correct procedure is for the consideration of planning steps in

SEQRA.
MR, SABATI NGO
It is still correct for a departnment, whatever the departnent m ght be

that has the project, to bring the docunents to the Council on

Envi ronmental Quality for its review and reconmendati on. \hatever
that determination is for recommendation should then be forwarded as
it currently is to this committee to be placed on its agenda for
consideration. This comrittee is not bound by the recomendati on

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
As a separate SEQRA resol ution

33

MR, SABATI NGO

Yeah, it gets a CEQ nunber. CEQ has its own internal nunbering system
it wll run through the end of the year. After those are voted on in
this conmmttee -- today's a good exanple. If you voted this one down,
that particul ar recommendati on woul d not now see the day of |ight as
that particul ar SEQRA deternination, and that's what controls the next
step which is the actual resolution. So you're not bound by the
recomendati ons, but by |law you have to at |east |ook at what they
reconmended.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

So then the fact that it is in the resolution before the Public Wrks
Committee is not duplicative. That's where |I'm-- Legislator Binder
says, well, it shouldn't be here separately, it should be part of the
resol ution.

LEG BI NDER:
It doesn't have to be

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Normally it is not, | think is what you were telling us.

MR. SABATI NO
VWll, no. What | --

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
So now | ' m conf used.

MR, SABATI NGO

What | had said was, to try to clarify, was that they do come before
you in the formof a CEQ recomendation. |It's the second stage, the
second stage which is the actual IR resolution, it happens two

di fferent ways, sometines it happens on a stand-al one basis. If the

proj ect has not advanced as far as this one has, you'll see a separate
resol ution that says SEQRA determ nation across the top, we do 20 of
those probably every committee -- Legislative neeting. In a case like

this where the project is nmoving relatively quickly, and there was
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probably a gap here because of the holidays, it will be part of the
same resolution, so you can see it both ways. CEQ didn't do anyt hing
wong in terns of the procedure, getting the CEQ reconmendation, the
only questionable action was not making it site specific. But this
committee did its job, found that it wasn't site specific and rejected
it.

LEG Fl SHER
Paul, | have a question. Well, actually | could ask Jim Jim Bagg a
quest i on.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Yes.

MR BAGG
Sur e

LEG FI SHER
When the site is selected, wouldn't it conme back to CEQ?

34

MR. BAGG
Oh, nost definitely.

LEG FI SHER
| recall sitting at neetings because | attended CEQ neetings and |
woul d see projects cone back when the site had been sel ected so that
you can, in fact, judge whether or not there's an environmental impact
based on the site that's chosen.

MR. BAGG:

That is correct. In other words, if the Legislature appropriates
planning and design monies which is all it is for planning, then the
initiating department would have to do an EAF. Once they find a site
and they propose the facility, they would have to have an
Environmental Assessment Form filled out for the entire site
build-out, where it's going to go and everything else and present that
to CEQ for a recommendation before the Legislature, yes.

LEG. FISHER:

In other words, this proposal couldn't go forward, the actual
implementation of the planning that would come out of this -- these
planning steps could not go forward without going back to CEQ for
approval.

MR. BAGG:
Yes, and the Legislature, too.

LEG. FISHER:
And the Legislature.

MR. BAGG:
The build-out would need a full Environmental Assessment Form and a
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negative declaration at the very least.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:

Counsel, somewhere in a dusty box or on a discarded disk or in the
deep, dark recesses of your mind, you must have a memorandum that
explains the SEQRA process to Legislators like myself who need to be
assisted and educated, and | think there are a number of new members
of this committee who would also stand to benefit from that. So if

you could find and, you know, provide that, it would be appreciated.
Moving on, are there any others?

MR. BAGG:

Yes. The next one is CEQ Resolution No. 6, it's the proposed addition
to the 6th District Court, Town of Brookhaven. The action involves the
planning and design only of the construction of 1,500 square foot
addition to the existing 9,517 square foot building to provide two
hearing rooms with officers, jury deliberation room with rostrum, a
jury empaneling room and renovations to the existing facility as
requested by the courts. The courtroom will be renovated to include
jury box as well as configuration of existing building space to tie

into the building. Again, this is for planning and design monies and
the council recommends that that's a Type Il Action.

35

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Motion by Legislator Caracciolo, second by Legislator Fisher. Al in
favor ? Opposed? Approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0). Next?

MR, BAGG

The next one is the proposed construction of a Maritine Building at
Cedar Point County Park, Town of East Hanpton. Council reconmends that
that is an unlisted action. The project involves the construction of
a 4,000 square foot naintenance buil ding at Cedar Point County Park in
the Town of East Hanpton. Council recomrends that it is an unlisted
action that will not have a significant inmpact on the environment for
the follow ng reasons. The proposed action will not exceed any of the
criteria in Section 617.17 of Title 6 NYCR which sets forth threshol ds
for determining significant effect on the environnent. Two, nho
significant habitats will be affected. And three, none of the work is
in close proximty to salt or fresh water wetl ands.

LEG FI SHER:
Mot i on.

LEG Bl NDER:
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Motion by Legislator Fisher, second by Legislator Binder. Al in
favor? Opposed? |It's approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).
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MR, BAGG

The next one is the proposed preparation of an Historic Landscape
Study for the ten acre Bl ydenburgh County Park Historic Trust and
National Register District. This project involves the preparation of
an Historic Landscape Study for the ten acre Bl ydenburgh Historic
Trust and National Register District including the farmfields east of
the officially designated district. The study --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Moti on by Legi sl ator Bi nder.

LEG Fl SHER:
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Second by Legislator Fisher. |It's approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

MR BAGG

And the |l ast one is proposed planning to upgrade/replace electric,

pl umbi ng and heating systens in the main building of the Hard Estate
at West Sayville County CGolf Course - Type Il Action (CEQ Resolution
No. 9-01).

LEG FI ELDS
Mot i on.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion by Legislator Fields, second by Legislator Fisher. Al in
favor? Opposed? Approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0). Thank you

36

MR BAGG
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Let's go to the top of the agenda. | will ask for all nenbers of the
conmittee to return since we're getting to the significant portion of
our program or nore significant.

Introductory Prinme Resol utions

1024-01 - Adopting Local Law No. 2001, a Charter Law to authorize
payments in lieu of taxes (pilots) for Suffolk County Comunity

G eenways Fund (Caracciolo). Legislator Caracciolo is the sponsor;
does this need any other public hearings, have the hearings been

cl osed on this?

LEG CARACCI OLO
I*'mnot sure.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Are you doing six things at once?
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MR.  SABATI NG
1024 is a public hearing, it has to be tabled at |east for the public
heari ng.

LEG. CARACCI OLO
Mot i on.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Motion to table by Legislator Caracciolo, second by Legislator Binder.
Al in favor? Qpposed? 1024 is tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

1034-01 - Establishing Suffolk County Aqua Culture Committee in
connection with progranmatic dispute (Guldi). That's a very
bureaucratic title. Could you explain what that is?

MR, SABATI NG
Ckay, this is an outgrowh of that group of fisherman who --

LEG GULD:
This needs to be tabled, | need to rewite the resol ution.

LEG BI NDER:
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Al'l right. Could you just --

LEG GULD:
We'll deal with it next nonth. Mtion to table.

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP:
What is it?

37

LEG. FISHER:
Second.

LEG. GULDI:
Aquaculture? It's fish, it's clams.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Motion to table by Legislator Guldi.

LEG. BINDER:
Bishop, don't worry, it's not kosher.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Second by Legislator Fisher.

LEG. GULDI:
I hope that was on the record, Allen.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
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All in favor? Opposed? It's tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

1040-01 - Authorizing land acquisition under water quality protection
component of the 1/4% Drinking Water Protection Program (Oakdale
Property, Town of Islip, SCTM No. 0500-402.00-020.00-001.010,001.011
and 001.006 FKA Lot 1.2) (Fields).

LEG. FIELDS:
That's withdrawn.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Withdrawn, I'm sorry.

1044-01 - Implementing Greenways Program in connection with
acquisition of open space at Miamogue Point (Town of
Riverhead)(Caracciolo).

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
Motion to table.

LEG. FIELDS:
Second.

LEG. GULDI:
Second.

CHAIRMAN BISHOP:
Motion to table. First of all, | thought that fund is exhausted or
over subscribed.

LEG. CARACCIOLO:
That's why we're tabling it and we're going with Land Partnership.

LEG. BINDER:
Excellent.

38

LEG BI NDER:
We can't pass it unless they change the amount anyway

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
M anogue? Tabl ed (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

1056-01 - Reappoi nting nenber of the Suffolk County Water Authority
(Eric Russo) (Haley). That was already acconplished, that was
appr oved.

1066-01 - Inplenenting G eenways Programin connection wth
acquisition of active parklands (Gak Beach Inn Property, Town of
Babyl on) (Bi shop).

LEG CARACCI CLO
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W did that.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

No, this is the Geenways portion, we did the Quarter cent residuary
portion. This, though, has to be tabled because we need CEQ to neet
and this neeting is advance of CEQ which always creates a problem

LEG Bl NDER:
Second to table.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Second by Legislator Binder to table. 1066 is tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

1067-01 - Approving acquisition under Suffolk County Land Preservation
Part nership Program (Gak Beach Inn Property, Town of Babyl on)

(Bi shop). Mdotion to table by myself, second by Legi sl ator Bi nder.

Tabl ed (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

1092 two approved by a CN at the last neeting; is that correct?
That's ny information.

LEG CARACCI CLO
Yes, yes.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

1095-01 - Anmending Resolution No. 792-1998, to add the Village of
Dering Harbor, Inc., as a participant with Suffolk County and Shelter
Island in Land Preservation Partnership Acquisition of Third Creek
Wods (SCTM No. 0701-01-03.019) (County Executive). Ch, very good for
the Village of Dering Harbor.

LEG BI NDER:
Sur e.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion by Legislator Caracciolo, second by Legislator Guldi. Al in
favor? Opposed? Approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

Resol ution 1100-01 - Authorizing the subdivision of the remainder fee
of land in the Suffol k County Farm and Devel opnent Ri ghts Program

39

(Friars Head Farm) (0600-041.00-02.00-005.003 & 005.004) (County
Executive).

LEG FI SHER:
| don't understand this.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Counsel, you want to explain?

LEG CARACCI OLO
| think Real Estate should cone up and address this resolution
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Vell, while they're conming up, Counsel w |l explain what he knows.

MR, SABATI NGO

Ckay. Well, under the Farnml and Devel opnent Rights Law t hat was adopt ed
in the 1970's, once |land goes into the Farm and Preservation Program
if the owner of the property wants to do sonmething with it |ike
subdivide it or put a farmstand or do sone other kind of activities,
they have to get Legislative approval. Apparently what happened here
was the property was subdivided at an earlier time into two parcels of
what appears to be 80 acres and 50 acres but they forgot to get
Legi sl ative approval. So retroactively after the fact, they're now
asking for the Legislature to approve what was previously done. The
Farm and Sel ect Conmittee apparently gave a positive recomendation

| ast sunmmer. You know, the question is how did the subdivision take
pl ace without Legislative approval, what was the notivation and what
was the goal and the objective.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Well, | thing the critical -- | nean, the precedent that was
established or reaffirned last tine we had this issue was the proposa
for -- to take a farmand turn it into a golf course?

LEG FI SHER

Tal madge?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Tal madge, thank you. And we said no, once it's in farmand it stays
in farm and.

LEG Fl SHER
The difference is he wants to develop it, right?

MR.  SABATI NO
I think this is Tal madge again, if | understand correctly.

LEG FI ELDS
It is.

MR. SABATI NO
Sol'ma little apprehensive because of what happened the |ast tine.
But nore inportantly because the approval took place --
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Therefore, the question is would this adoption of this resolution in
any way facilitate an exit of these parcels fromthe Farnl and Progranf

LEG CARACCI OLO
M. Chairman, it's my understandi ng, because this property is |ocated
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inny district, that this will -- the property will renmain in
agricultural use. It is not for any other purpose like limted or
unlimted use for devel opnent or a golf course, it's for agricultura
use. They want to turn a portion of the property into | think a
vineyard and the 50 acres for greenhouses?

MR GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Is that the right --

MR. GRECCO

Ri ght. The continued use of the property would be consistent with the
Devel opment Rights Program all that you're looking at is a
subdi vi si on which requires our approval. The devel opnent rights deed
woul d renmai n unaffected

LEG CARACCI OLO

I think the trigger word is when we tal k about devel oprment rights,
some get the notion we're tal king about buil di ng buil di ngs and
structures and violating the trust with the public to keep this in
agricul tural use

MR, GRECCO
Right. The retention of the fee interest, the remainder fee interest
is what we call the ag rights and that has to be just consistent --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Wait a mnute, Al an.

MR, GRECCO
-- agricultural rights.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Just repeat that |ast sentence?

MR. GRECCO

The retention of the remainder fee interest is what we call the Ag or
agricultural rights. And for so long as their use of the property is
consistent with the Ag and Markets Law, then there's no violation of
any kind of covenant or deed with us.

LEG CARACCI OLO
And who nonitors the use of the property to make sure there is no
vi ol ati on?

MR. GRECCO
The Farm and Sel ect Committee and the Division of Real Estate. Well
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at this point we have concluded that their use is not inconsistent
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wi th our devel opnent rights deed.

LEG CARACCI OLO

Okay. Counsel, | don't know if you have the benefit of this

i nformati on that was just provided. Having heard M. Gecco's
presentation, do you see any reason why this could not be achieved in
thi s manner?

MR. SABATI NO

Well, | think there are two i ssues because when | | ooked at the

| egislation | took extensive notes. | think the two issues are, nunber
one, how did the subdivision occur without Legislative approval ?

mean, that in and of itself violates the statute. Nunber two, when

you read the backup to try to get the explanation, | tried to figure
out what it was that they were trying to acconplish and it nakes no
sense -- well, it nmakes no sense fromthe standpoint of the way it's

worded. It says that the applicants have to do this because, "The
reconfiguration relates to the addition of an equity partner on to the
title of the 80 acre parcel.”

LEG FI SHER
What's the equity part? M/ question was who's the equity partner?

MR, SABATI NGO

So number one, well who's the equity partner? But quite frankly, who
cares about their need to have an equity partner on the land. So I'm
not sure what it is that the County Legislature is being asked to do,
especially given the fact that it's after the fact. It sounds a little
odd, you know, but maybe there's sone explanation. My notes basically
said this requires a lot of explaining at the conmittee because

don't understand --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Is there anyone fromthe division that could provide the comittee
with those answers?

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
How is --

MR, GRECCO
Yeah, Roy {Fedl an} of the planning departnment who is the farm
admi ni strator--

MS. MAHONEY:
{Fedl an} ?
MR. GRECCO

Fedelem F-E-D-E-L-E-M-- would probably be able to give you the nost
i nformati on on this.

LEG CARACCI OLO
I s that person present?

MR. GRECCO
No, | don't see him here.

42
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

I"'msure we'll be here a good, long tinme, naybe he can be call ed.
MR. GRECCO
Wuld you like to table it and I'Il have himhere next tine?

LEG CARACCI OLO

M. Chairman, what 1'd like to followup on in ternms of Legislative
Counsel's -- the two issues he has brought to the floor is, first of
all, has the property been subdivided? And in this context, what does
subdi vi ded nean?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Right. That's a good question

MR, GRECCO
It means conveyance of a portion of the renmainder fee interest to
anot her party.

LEG CARACCI OLO
So in other words, another party would have fee interest in the
property instead of just one party.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
There woul d be two owners of this property instead of one.

MR, GRECCO
Yeah, | think you're at a technical issue here.

LEG CARACCI OLO
A what issue?

MR. GRECCO
A technical issue. Wien you think of subdivided you' re thinking of
houses and that.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ri ght .

MR, GRECCO
What you're | ooking at instead of having say like a 100 acre farm
you'd have to 50 acres farns or four 25 acre farns.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Why?

LEG CARACCI OLO
| nmean, is there soneone that benefits --

LEG Fl SHER
Does the covenant carry to the new equity partner?
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MR, GRECCO
Oh, absolutely, it runs with the land. The issue of devel opnent
rights --

LEG FI SHER:
Yes.

MR. GRECCO
-- runs with the | and forever.

LEG CARACCI OLO

Al right. So let's take this fromthe top. The property was the
first parcel in Suffolk County to be incorporated in the Farm and
Devel opment Rights Programas | understand it.

MR GRECCO
That's correct.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay. Who is the present owner?

LEG FI SHER:
Tal madge, right?

MR, GRECCO
I think it's Tal nadge but --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Right, that's ny understandi ng. Ri ght, the Tal madge Famly

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
M. Friars Head.

MR GRECCO
It's called the Friars Head Farm

LEG CARACCI OLO
They and soneone else at this point would like to subdivide this

property.

MR. GRECCO
For continued agricultural use.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Understood, and | don't think |I have a question regarding that.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
And in order to do that they have to cone here.

LEG CARACCI OLO
In order to do that, instead -- so that this 100 acre -- well, this is
130 acres, right?

MR, GRECCO
I was using it just for exanple purposes.
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay, 80/50 are nunbers that | heard before.

MR. GRECCO
Uh- huh.

MR, SABATI NGO

That's part of the confusion. Because first it tal ks about --
initially it tal ks about reconfiguring the holdings from 100 acres and
30 acres into 80 and 50.

LEG CARACC QLG
Ckay.

MR.  SABATI NO.
So that's why | used the 80 and 50 because | was reading off their
application.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Right, that's what | recorded, 80 and 50. But | think the parcel is a
100 acres, not 130 acres. That said --

MR. SABATI NO
But that's significant, though, because --

LEG CARACCI OLO

| understand, | understand.

LEG Fl SHER

It looks like it's 130 acres because 80 and 50 equal s 130.
MR, GRECCO

Yes.

LEG FI ELDS:

Couldn't we table this?

MR, GRECCO
I was using 100 for exanpl e purposes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Well, I"'mgoing to nake a notion to table also. But | think that so
when we reconsider it or take it up at the next --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Then we won't have to go through it again.

LEG CARACCI OLO
We don't have to go through all if this again, exactly.

MR, GRECCO

file://IC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (48 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:12 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm
Ckay.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Thank you, M. Chairman. So Allan, the question is --

45

MR, GRECCO
"1l have M. Fedel em here the next neeting.

LEG CARACCI OLO

-- the two partners, if you will, that are going to subdivide the
property for agricultural use, as | understand it one of those
entities is the Tal madge Family, the current owner.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
And soneone el se.

MR GRECCO
That's correct.

LEG CARACCI OLO
The question that Legislator Fields raised or Legislator Fisher raised
was do we know who the other equity partner is?

MR, GRECCO
| personally do not know.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Al'l right. So we need to know that --

MR, GRECCO
I'msure Roy Fedel em has --

LEG CARACCI OLO

W need to know that, we need to know t he exact size of the acreage
and we need to know which of the entities will farmfor agricultural
use, what anount of acreage for the Tal nadge and what anount of
acreage for the partner, equity partner.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Legi slator Fields, but first Legislator Al den has a question, he was
wai t i ng.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Thank you, M. Chairnan.

LEG ALDEN:
Allan, this is -- when you say subdivision, it was filed, a filed nmap
with Suffolk County and the town?
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MR, GRECCO
It was approved | believe as a minor subdivision in Riverhead,
Ri verhead Town, not Riverhead County center.

LEG ALDEN

Ckay.

MR GRECCO

It's a minor sub they call it, a |ot change.
46

LEG ALDEN:

Right, it's twd, and whatever nunber, three or |ess or sonething. But
anyway, how did it conme to our attention?

MR GRECCO

It cane to the attention of the Farml and Sel ect Committee | believe.
Jim do you have -- were you at that neeting?

MR. BURKE:

As far as | know, they nake an application to the Farnl and Sel ect
Conmittee as part of the program where this Legislature has the power
to approve or di sapprove.

LEG ALDEN:
Ri ght, but wait a mnute.

MR BURKE:
They' re changi ng ownership, it's not really --

LEG ALDEN
They did a subdivision --

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
They did it without us, so howdid we find out about it?

LEG ALDEN:
Right. So how did we find out that they did a subdivision --

MR. BURKE:

| didn't know they did it without you to be honest. | didn't know that
it was done prior, they canme before the Suffolk Farm and Commttee for
approval for a -- you know, it's a lot line change, it's ownership
change, it's not --

LEG ALDEN:
And who brought it before the comittee?

MR, BURKE:
The owners, they petitioned the Farm and Conmittee.

LEG ALDEN
And when did they do the subdivision?
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MR, BURKE:
Well, they were seeking the approval for a subdivision this past
sunmer .

LEG ALDEN
But they already did the subdivision according to --

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Yeah, it |ooks |ike the subdivision got done in July.

MR, BURKE:
I don't know, and that's not according to Allan. | don't know where
that information canme from

47

MR. SABATI NO

The July event was the Select Farml and Cormittee of the County
approving it, that was July 25th. But in the application it says the
appl i cants acknow edge that prior subdivision of the property took
pl ace before they even got to the County. |It's in the application.
That's how - -

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Al right, so we understand that.

LEG ALDEN:
| need that --

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP:
We understand it's backwards.

LEG ALDEN:
| need the information, if it's in there.

CHAlI RVAN Bl SHOP:
He wants to know how we found out.

MR. SABATI NO.
If he wants to know how | knew, the reason | knew is because | read
t he docunent but | don't know the date.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
He doesn't know, the answer is nobody knows. Does anybody know? Ckay.

LEG. CARACCI OLO
So that's what we need to know.

MR. BURKE:
The programis adm nistered by Roy Fedelemin the Planning Departnent.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ckay.
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LEG ALDEN:
But when?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Legi sl ator Fields has a question, if Legislator Alden is done; are you
done?

LEG FI ELDS:
If we're going to table this today --

LEG ALDEN:
But | still need --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
I'"msorry.

LEG ALDEN
I'"'mgoing to need an answer to this.

48
CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
But we're not noving it today.
LEG ALDEN:
No, | know. But we said that we're getting ready with questions,

they're going to have to cone back.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Wth that answer, right.

MR GRECCO
Sur e.

LEG FI ELDS:

In addition to what | think Legislator Alden is saying, is it possible
next tine that we neet that the |and owners cone here and answer sone
of the questions directly?

MR. BAGG
As to what they want to do with the property?

LEG FI ELDS:
Al'l of them not just M. Tal madge but the other silent equity guy.

LEG BI NDER:
The new guys.

LEG ALDEN
This is discretionary, right, Paul?

MR.  SABATI NG
Yes, this is purely discretionary, the application is --

LEG ALDEN:
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They have to convi nce us.

MR, SABATI NGO
Right. That's why it's inportant to know --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Is the concern of the committee that have concerns that it's going to
be renoved fromthe program is that the underlying concern?

LEG Bl NDER:
M. Chairman, one of ny concerns is precedent al so.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Well, they violated precedent, they did the wong thing.

LEG Bl NDER

No, and that we don't set a precedent that we're not doing correct
oversight to nake sure we understand all the underlying reasons and
causes for what's happened so that sonething doesn't slip by and then
we just give approval. And | think that's what the concern is.

49

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
So in English, we want to torture them because they didn't do the
right thing. GOkay, that's fine.

LEG Bl NDER:
No.

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP
That's fair.

LEG Bl NDER:
That is not a fair interpretation of what | said. |I think -- ny
interpretation is --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Wthdrawn then, |'msorry.

LEG BI NDER:
-- we have a committee and the conmittee's responsibility is
oversight, and we have to do that.

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
Under st ood.

LEG Bl NDER:

And by the way, if they get tortured in the process it's because they
didn't foll ow procedures; no, but if they do in the process. But that
i s oversight, oversight function doesn't exactly make it easy for
peopl e.
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LEG GULDI:
| have an idea

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
| agree with you.

LEG GULDI:
| got an idea; we can torture them by having them cone down here and
answer Allen's questions.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Well, that's apparently what's going to happen. Leaving aside the
issue of torture, is there any --

LEG Fl SHER
How about tabling it?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
| don't know who's going to communicate with them is it Jim is it
Allen, is it you?

MR BURKE:
W're all talking. | think Roy Fedelem has all the information.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ckay. | think one of the questions is does the change from 130 acre

50

single parcel to two 80 and 50 in any way jeopardi ze the enduring
nature of the commtnent to the Farm and Preservation Progranf

MR, BAGG
No, not at all. It's two farners, one is going to farm 50 acres, the
other one is going to farm80 acres, that's ny understandi ng.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
When you have 50 acres in Riverhead, does that give you any better
rights to ultimately develop than if you had 1507

MR. BURKE:
You can't develop it. The devel opnent rights are off the property.

CHAI RMVAN BI SHOP
Because that was ny sense --

LEG Fl SHER
Does it nean two farm stands instead of one or does it change the size
of the retail operation that they mi ght be able to have?

MR. BURKE:

No. Farm stands --

LEG FI SHER

Well, a winery could nean putting up sonething where people cone for
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W ne tasting and etcetera, etcetera, that kind of thing. Does it nean
that you could have two? | don't know what the ranifications are and
that's why we're concerned. As Allan said, we're concerned about what
kind of precedent we're setting when we say that we're approving of a
subdi vi sion when there's an intent to preserve agricultural land. |If
t he subdi vi sion can be done after the fact and before the fact that
they cone before the Legislature, does that nean that you can have
farm and being divvied up with buil dings where you could have w ne
tasting and farm stands that mght be of certain size? W don't know
t hose answers.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I's that necessarily a bad thing?

MR, GRECCO
Wth town approval

LEG Fl SHER
I'mnot saying that they're bad things, but | think we should be
apprised of what's going on.

MR. GRECCO

The process as | understand it, we have the devel opnent rights deed,
they keep the agricultural rights deed. Any kind of let's call it
agricultural structure, whether it's a barn or a storage facility --

LEG CARACCI CLO

A W nery.
51
MR GRECCO
A winery or a tasting room etcetera, you have a couple of approvals.
First of all, you have to go to the Farm and Sel ect Cormittee, and we

have seen tines when they have said no. And then secondly, because it
is a structure, you're required to go to the town for a building
permt and Certificate of Occupancy. So to the extent that you can
build, it's only building that woul d be consistent with agricultura
use as defined under the Ags and Market Law. And in fact, in terms of
enforcenent, we have taken neasures agai nst say fell ows who have

al | oned nodel planes flying on their property because that's not
agricultural. You know, the -- 1 think the concept you've got to
keep in mnd here is that we wouldn't even be here but for the fact
that they're putting this lot that says one person owns on one side
and one owns on the other side.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Questions are bubbling.

MR. GRECCO
The use would still be consistent.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
The nore you talk the nore questions. Legislator Fields then
Legi sl ator Al den and Legi sl ator Caracci ol o.

MR GRECCO

By the way, I'mtrying to reach Roy Fedelemnow, if we can get him
here it would probably resolve nuch. W'll see what we can do.

LEG Fl ELDS

If we were to approve this, would they be allowed to put a structure
infor -- let's say it's a winery and they put in a structure for w ne

tasking and they add on to that and nake a catering facility.

MR. GRECCO

No, no, your approval here deals with the issue of title not usage.
The issue of usage or structures is really sonething that the Farm and
Sel ect Committee and the Town of Riverhead would have to deal with.

LEG CARACCI CLO

Ckay. | have a suggestion
LEG Fl ELDS
Vi t.

LEG CARACCI OLO
| have a suggesti on.

MR, GRECCO
We can't reach M. Fedelem |'msorry.

LEG CARACCI OLO
I have a suggesti on.

LEG FI ELDS
VWait, |'mnot finished.

52

LEG CARACCI OLO
Wyul d you suffer an interruption?

LEG FI ELDS
Maybe.

LEG CARACCI OLO

I think there's a sense anong sonme conmittee nenbers that perhaps
there shoul d be | anguage incorporated in the resolution that would
limt or restrict -- you like those words, where is he? Stuart, you
like those words, restrict -- the use of the subdivision so that some
of the things that we nay not be aware that are ideas or potentia

uses on part of the equity partner don't conme to pass and then we find
out, |low and behold, we gave them approval for things we had no idea
were going to take place.
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MR GRECCO
I think --

LEG BI NDER:
You probably can't under the Devel opment Ri ghts Law.

MR, GRECCO

| think that if you're going to consider sonething |like that we should
have further discussions, because if you have a farner who has a 400
acre farmand wants to join our program he may want to whack it up
into four 100 acre farms which is easier to sell than one 400 acre
farm

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
Sell as a farm

MR GRECCO
Yes, as a farm

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
That's the point, these guys, they want --

MR, GRECCO
They want -- the whole concept here --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
The land isn't |eaving the program

MR, GRECCO
-- is that it's still going to be consistent with farm ng

LEG CARACCI OLO

Well, we shouldn't confuse a farner's property owner rights and a
program under Farm and Devel opnent Rights, they are two different
i ssues there.

MR GRECCO
Yes.

53

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay. So let's not try to confuse the issue that way.

MR GRECCO
No. But --

LEG CARACCI OLO

Let's stick with | think the concern on the part of committee nenbers
is that, first of all, how did we get to this point where this
property has al ready been subdivi ded; do we know?

MR, GRECCO
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We're not happy either, by the way.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Okay. Who has jurisdiction or who gave the authority to subdivide?

MR, GRECCO
No one gives themthe authority, they just do a | ot change --

LEG CARACCI OLO
They did it.

LEG ALDEN:
He said the town.

LEG CARACCI OLO
No, no, no, | didn't hear who did it.

LEG ALDEN:
The town granted the subdivision

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Al'l right.

MR. SABATI NO
The Town Pl anni ng Board approved it.

LEG CARACCI OLO
But is that the final action, the Town Pl anni ng Board?

MR GRECCO
There's a -- well --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Qobvi ously not because that's why the resolution is before us.

MR. GRECCO
That's why they're here.

LEG CARACCI OLO
That's right. So that said, unless this resolution is approved --

MR, GRECCO
They have a probl em

54

LEG CARACCI OLO
-- then they cannot proceed in subdividing this property as they
intend to; is that not correct?

MR, GRECCO
They al ready have a | egal subdivision

LEG CARACCI OLO
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But what does that nean they already have; | nean, what does that
mean?

MR, BURKE:

I don't believe that the town has bl essed this subdivision yet,

don't think there's any approvals fromthe town for the subdivision at
this time, if there was any subdivision at all, and this is the first
time |'mhearing about any kind of subdivision on this property. But
if there has been anything, naybe there was just a change in

owner ship, maybe it went from one deed to two deeds. And of course, we
don't have any control over that, that's a private matter.

MR. SABATI NO

It's in the application. Wth all due respect, it's in the
application. This is really a serious natter, it's a serious matter
for a couple of reasons. One is separate and apart fromthe statute
being real, if you now retroactively approve sonething, what you're
telling the rest of the world is that anything you want to do on

farm and devel opnent property, just break the rules, wait a couple of
nont hs and you can get it squared away. But there's a second level to
it also which is that | believe, if ny nmenory serves ne correctly, the
ol d Tal madge proposal that generated all of the controversy was that
they were going to take | and, trade the devel opnent protection right
land for other land and then build the golf course. The only reason
that was bl ocked was because the Legislature nade a | ot of noise about
that not being part of the program

LEG CARACCI OLO

And with good purpose the Legislature didn't go along with that schene
because that was going to turn it from sonething ther than
agricultural use

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Was this residuary fromthat effort?

MR. SABATI NO
But the point being is that maybe dividing the property into 80 and 50
acres leads to sone alternative proposal out there that --

LEG CARACCI OLO

Let nme ask you then, Legislative Counsel. Wat is the process for
soneone who wants to undertake subdivision of FDR rights, where does
t he process begin?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Wth the County.
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MR, SABATI NGO
It begins with the County because the burden, the overriding burden
runs with the land out of the '74 --
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LEG CARACCI OLO

When you say runs -- | nmean begins with the County, you nean a
resol ution such as this is introduced for consideration by the
Legi sl ature.

MR. SABATI NO
Right, and it has to be detailed --

LEG CARACCI OLO

Ckay. In the absence of this resolution being favorably considered,
any actions previously taken by the property owner, or property owners
as the case nay be, is null and void.

LEG ALDEN:
No, maybe not.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Well, | want to know, I'mnot a lawer, 1'd like to know what the
answer to that is.

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
| don't know if he can answer that.

MR, SABATI NO

In ny judgnent it's null and void, but -- but, but that doesn't nean
that the town and local jurisdictions are operating on that sane
prem se. | have no idea what the town -- how the town is treating the

land. They may currently show it on their records as an 80 and a 50
acre parcel with two separate tax bills, two separate owners, in which
case we have to bring a lawsuit to try to rectify it.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay.

MR. GRECCO
Counsel may be right, it nmay be null and void. But then again, we nmay
take a position that this is an overreaching on our part in terns of

the residual. | think perhaps we should | ook upon this that if the
spirit of the law is being conplied with then you should not have any
problemw th such retroactive subdivision. |'mnot in proposal of

peopl e doing things in this fashion

LEG ALDEN

M. Chairman?

MR GRECCO

Al right? However, if the spirit of the law that there's continued
agricultural production, | don't see why you shoul d have nuch of a

concern as to whether one person owns it or two people own it.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Well, | think the concern that | would have, and it was raised by
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Legi sl ator Fisher, was that you have a situation where theoretically
you have a piece of land that's subdivided for agricultural use, but
the next thing you know you have several structures that are
consistent with agricultural use, i.e., a winery, a tasting room

MR. GRECCO
Uh- huh.

LEG CARACCI OLO
And now you pretty nuch have a commercial enterprise on the property,
and are those types of entities permtted under FDR?

MR, GRECCO
You're correct. But you know what, you still have that problem
whet her or not they subdivide it anyway.

LEG CARACCI OLO
So what do you recommend we do?

MR, GRECCO
Well, obviously a -- | would recomend we'll table it until Roy
Fedel em cones here and gives us --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Motion to table. Thank you.

LEG FI ELDS:
Second.

MR, SABATI NG
If | could just nmake a recommendati on.

LEG ALDEN:
On the notion.

MR.  SABATI NO.
Wth all due respect, | think --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Hol d on. Everybody stop. | nean, you have unilaterally decided to end
the di al ogue. Legislator Alden is next, he has questions.

LEG CARACCI OLO
| just made a notion, that's all.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Legi sl ati ve Counsel is eager to speak, Chris Nuzzi joined the
conversation, we still have nore to go.

LEG ALDEN:
Actual ly, Legislator Fields, were you done when you vyi el ded?

LEG FI ELDS:
Yes, thank you.
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LEG ALDEN:

Ckay. The principle that I"'mhaving a little problemwith is, and I'm
glad that you nentioned it, there mi ght not have been town action on
this. But if that was subdivided by the town with our restrictions on
that property, you know, what's to prevent a subdivision where they're
bui | di ng houses or they're building the comrercial structure as was
brought up before? So | have a basic problemw th the town all ow ng
subdi vi sion of a property where it's restricted from bei ng subdi vi ded
wi t hout approval. So I'mglad that we're going to develop this a |ot
further because |I really want to hear now whether the town actually
granted that subdivision or not, because if they have, then we've got
to overhaul this whole program Because obviously -- no, obviously
our restriction is not running with the land and is not considered.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
It does run with the land. It doesn't nmean -- perhaps they just out of
i gnorance nade an error.

LEG BI NDER:
What he's saying is -- no, but the question is how cone a requirenent
of County law is not being followed by other nunicipalities?

LEG ALDEN:

It shoul d have been on the deed.
MR GRECCO

Right. W'll investigate it.
LEG ALDEN:

Well, that's why we've got --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
W'l | have a full-fledged investigation.

LEG FI ELDS:
An inquisition.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Legi sl ati ve Counsel, do you wi sh to say somnething?

MR, SABATI NG

Just the closing thought was that what's really nmissing is detail. |
mean, there's no detailed explanation of what it is they're trying to
acconplish, what's notivating it, what the goal is, the objective.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Ri ght.

MR.  SABATI NG

And whether it's part of sone other larger program |If you have the
answers to those questions, you can nmake the infornmed judgnent that
you're | ooking for, but right now you can't.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
And that's where we were 25 minutes ago. Chris Nuzzi, do you want to
add anyt hi ng?
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MR NUZZI :
( Shaki ng head no).

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Al'l right. |I want to add one thought, though, because | -- listening
to this conversation, the one thing that concerns ne is that when a
parcel enters the Farm and Preservation Program we don't want to over
regulate to the point where we're going to provide enornous

di sincentive for themto enter the program That's the hardest part
right nowis getting these farmers to enter the program they have a
bi as agai nst, you know, government regulation and if we start to say,
"Ch, well, you can't have that shed there because we don't want you to
sell tourists glasses of wine," then we're going to drive away their
ability to make a property and their incentive to enter into the
program So | just wanted to do raise that issue for our future
cont enpl at i on.

LEG Fl SHER
That's a good point.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Thank you; occasionally | stunble on one.

LEG Fl SHER
Every now and t hen.

LEG FI ELDS
He nmade a notion

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Yes, we're tabling the Friars Head. Mdtion to table, second by --
Legi sl ator Caracciol o, second by Legislator Guldi. 1100 is tabled
(VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

1101-01 - Approving the appointnment of Thomas Isles as Director of the
Suffol k County Departnent of Planning (County Executive). Now, we're
not going to do this today. M. Isles is flying in fromthe Caynman
Islands to be --

LEG Fl SHER
| thought he was going to fly us there to interview him | was ready.

LEG GULDI :
| second Legislator Fisher's notion.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
W held --

LEG FI ELDS
What are we doing with this?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
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This committee on Friday norning is flying to the Caynan | sl ands.

LEG GULDI:
We have noney in the 454 Account, don't we?
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
He really wants this job

LEG GULDI:
Then he nust be out of his m nd.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Legi sl ator Fi sher?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Because we want to know what's so bad about the Caynan |sl ands that
you'd actually want to cone back to Long Isl and.

LEG Bl NDER:
That's the first question.

LEG FI ELDS:
| can tell you --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

Ki ddi ng aside, nine o'clock on Friday norning we're having a speci al
meeting of this committee. Oiginally we thought that this conmittee
woul d neet to do the agenda at that tine --

LEG FI SHER:
When did we decide that?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
He made travel plans --

LEG Fl SHER:
Excuse nme, when did we find out about that?

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP:
You were noticed.

LEG FI SHER:
| haven't been tol d.

LEG FI ELDS:
I haven't been told.

LEG CARACCI OLO
No, | haven't either.

LEG Fl SHER
I'"mnot available Friday at 9 A M
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LEG ALDEN:
| was told about two seconds ago.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Well, he's flying in.

LEG GULD :
No way.
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LEG FI SHER
Well, he can wait a couple of hours.

LEG Bl NDER:
More than that, | have ny --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Call her and find out what happened.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Legi sl ator Fisher, while we're waiting for an answer, M. Gecco is
going to also be taking the flight and | understand he's going to --

MR, GRECCO
Anot her ni ce warm pl ace, yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Anot her nice warm place. Wiy don't you tell us a little bit about your
pending trip.

MR, GRECCO

Well, Friday norning |'mclosing the Jacob's Farmmatter. It's our
drop dead date and so | have to get that done, it's like a $9 million
pres partnership, and then in the afternoon I'mflying out to {Mdscow}
to straighten them out.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Legi sl ator Fisher would Iike to cone al ong.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Wiy don't we do this. On M. Isles appointnent, are there -- is there
a wish of the conmmittee to nove it at this tine?

LEG FIELDS:
May | 7?

LEG GULD :
Motion to table.

LEG Fl SHER:
Yes.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
The difficulty is that, as we know, he's not in the country, so we
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have to arrange for a tine and a pl ace.

LEG GULDI:
Can he be at our neeting on Tuesday if he's flying in on Friday?

LEG CARACCI OLO
A week from Tuesday.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
| don't know what the availability of flights are, | don't know what
the financial burden at this late date to arrange a flight. Wat had
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happened was originally we had planned on having the conmittee on
Friday, we were told that --

LEG GULD:
Who' s we?

LEG FI SHER:
M. Isles and M. Bishop.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
M. Isles and M. Bishop's office.

LEG GULDI :
| see.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

And we were told by the Presiding Oficer that we couldn't have it
when we planned on having it because of the availability of the
auditorium So what we --

LEG GULDI:
Well, | have an appointnment on Friday from six weeks ago.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

What we did nmaintain was the Friday date, but we were told that we
could only have the auditoriumin the very begi nning of the day,
that's why we had Friday at 9 A M

LEG CARACCI OLO
Coul d we reschedul e?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Well, what | was thinking was that perhaps we could approve this at
this time --

LEG FI ELDS:
Can | --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
-- move it forward to the full Legislature and between now and
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Tuesday we can conmuni cate with himour specific questions and
concerns.

LEG FI ELDS:
WI1l he be here on the Tuesday neeting?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
No.

LEG FI ELDS
No, because it's a week from Tuesday.

LEG FI ELDS:
Ckay. May 1?
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CHAI RMAN BI SHOP
Sure. |If anybody has a solution, |I'm open
LEG FI ELDS
| have known Tom I sl es since about 1970 sonething | believe. He was --
LEG Bl NDER
(I naudi bl e).
LEG FI ELDS:
And he was the Planning Director in the Town of Islip and is probably
one of the -- he's an excellent professional, knows planning in and
out, worked very well | think within the town, and then went to the

Cayman Islands. But | would nmake a notion to approve.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Second.

LEG ALDEN
Now, this should convince nost of the nenbers of the commttee,
Legi sl ator Binder is totally against this appointnent.

LEG FI SHER:
Oh, there you go, there's an approval

LEG ALDEN:
So | think we have got it.

LEG CARACCI OLO
There is a notion and a second, M. Chairnan.

LEG GULDI :
It's called negative psychol ogy, he's trying to convince everyone el se
to vote for it

LEG FI SHER
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Ri ght.

LEG GULDI:
On the motion. In the event that -- while you may have known him |
only know what | know of Islip Planning but what | see of Islip.

LEG ALDEN
Wat ch where you're going, Guldi.

LEG GULDI :
And | have a couple of questions that 1'd |ike to ask anybody who's
relocating fromthe Caynan |slands to cone back to Suffolk County

politics, like are there extradition considerations and the |ike?
LEG FI ELDS:

I think if you can handle politics in Islip, you can handle themin
t he County.

LEG GULDI:

In any event, if the concerns are all addressed and resol ved by our
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regul ar session neeting a week from Tuesday, a di scharge notion woul d
only require ten votes of the Legislature at that tinme and we woul d
have the information before us at the tinme that was entertained. So
I'd suggest that that would be a nore appropriate solution to the
schedul i ng norass that we're faced with here.

LEG FI ELDS:
I would withdraw ny notion to approve and | agree with you, nake a
nmotion to di scharge wi thout recomendati on.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
I"mgoing to urge that we adopt a di scharge wi thout recommendati on.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
It will be ny burden to figure out a solution to this dil enma.
Per haps - -

LEG GULD :
Conf erence call.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

Wl |, perhaps that's one of them but | was -- we won't nmeet on Friday
at nine o'clock, that's clear that there's no desire to do so. But
what we nay do is urge M. Isles to change his travel plan to our
nmeeting a week from next Tuesday, the 27th.

LEG BI NDER:
I think Legislator Fisher had the right idea, to be honest with you.
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LEG ALDEN:
Let's go down there and check it out.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
That's what she said, right?

LEG FI SHER
We go down there and interview him

LEG Bl NDER:
We could talk to people, we could interview his boss.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ckay, so that's what we'll do.

LEG GULDI:
We could sit on the beach.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
So we have a notion to discharge w thout recomendati on.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Second.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

On the notion, anybody wish to speak? No. Al in favor? Opposed?
LEG GULDI:

Abst ai n.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Abstention by legislator Guldi, and so we nove on. Discharged w thout
recommendati on (VOTE: 6-0-1-0 Abstention: Legislator Guldi).

1103-01 - Authorizing land acquisition under water quality protection
conmponent of the 1/4% Drinki ng Water Protection Program (Property West
of Denni son Buil ding in Hauppauge) Town of Islip,

(0500-001. 00-01. 00-005. 000) (Crecca). How much is left in that

residuary? Quite a lot, | would think, right?
MR, GRECCO
In the Islip portion, approximately $3 mllion. W should have

sufficient funds for this acquisition.

LEG ALDEN:
On the notion.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Okay. |Is this reconmended by the Town of Islip Planning Departnent?

LEG ALDEN:
As a matter of fact, | had a call made, so | think Legislator Crecca's
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Ai de coul d address that.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

The ot her question | have, while that's occurring, is that does the
Islip delegation -- usually we like to try to get the town's

del egations to agree on the priorities in the tows, as we've done in
Babyl on and as has been done in Huntington.

LEG FI ELDS:
Thi s happens to be a very nice piece of property with sonme water on it
and sone wetlands and it would be very worthy --

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
So all of you discussed it and feel it's worthy?

LEG FI ELDS:
-- | think of acquisition.

LEG ALDEN
W' || be discussing it right now, though. Are you all done, G nny?

LEG FI ELDS:
Yes.

LEG ALDEN:
Now, when you mention there's $3 nillion left in there.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.
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LEG ALDEN:
Does that take into consideration there are some pendi ng acqui sitions
in the Town of Islip, does that take that into consideration?

MR, GRECCO
No, but I'mjust judging by -- they're not sizeable acquisitions, as |
recal |.

LEG ALDEN
Well, one of themcould be up to a nmllion dollars.

MR GRECCO
I know.

LEG ALDEN:
Ckay.

MR, GRECCO
I"mquite confident --

LEG ALDEN:
But there's other ones in |ine.
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LEG FI ELDS:
Caneron?

LEG ALDEN
Yours, yours.

LEG FI ELDS:
Yeah, there is a big one. JinP

LEG ALDEN:
But if there's three nmillion and you don't anticipate this going over
that, cause | don't want to see that type of --

MR, GRECCO
And as we know, that's the end of the program

LEG ALDEN
Right. Well, not really, not really.

MR, GRECCO
I know. No, you could always link it to the new programif you want.

LEG ALDEN:
Exactly.

MR, GRECCO
That's right. But I'mjust saying in terns of this funding source,
that --

LEG FI ELDS:
But you just said that there are no other properties that you're --

66

MR, GRECCO
No, no.

LEG FI ELDS:
| nean, Jim is this not --

MR. BURKE:

No. We're saying there's $3 nmillion in the fund right now and this
woul d be an additional property that's going to be considered for
purchase using that $3 nmillion.

LEG ALDEN:
But | have an acquisition also on Union Boul evard and we have one that
we're --

MR, BURKE:
Ri ght .

LEG ALDEN:

file://IC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (71 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:13 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm

There are a nunber of acquisitions that, you know --

MR, BURKE:
That may or may not happen, right.

LEG ALDEN
Ri ght, but they're starting to add up.

MR BURKE:
You're right.

MR, GRECCO
We don't -- as opposed to a lot of other prograns, we don't feel that
this would be an over subscription.

LEG ALDEN
Ckay, good.

MR, GRECCO
Ckay?

LEG ALDEN:
Good. Ckay, thanks. And ny ot her question, Frank, did you talk to?

MR. TASSONE:
Yes. They're following up with it right now, with the planning
Department in Islip.

LEG ALDEN:

Okay. Because | do understand that this property was on Islip
planning's list and I'mnot sure where on the priority of their Iist,
but fairly high on that Iist.

MR, TASSONE:
| just wanted to just throw one thing in there, just about the
i nportance of this proposal. It includes the head waters of the

Ni ssequogue River and the Brook Trout is included also, the Atlantic
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Cedar tree also border right on two other parcels that real estate has
been negotiating for quite sone tinme now.

MR, BURKE:
It is adjacent to --

MR. TASSONE:
Ri ght .

MR. BURKE:
Adj acent to three other properties that are on our G eenways Open
Space list that we're in negotiations.

LEG FI ELDS:
Motion to approve.
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LEG ALDEN:
I will second that.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Ckay, Islip is in agreement, Snmithtown. Ckay, notion to approve by
Legi sl ator Al den, second by Legislator -- notion to approve by

Legi sl ator Fields, second by Legislator Alden. Al in favor? Qpposed?
The resolution is approved (VOTE: 7-0-0-0). That residuary fund is
great, it allows the whole County to participate.

I ntroductory Non-Prine Resol utions

LEG CARACCI OLO
Motion to approve.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

Al'l right. 1036-01 - To amend RFP Committee process for Plum I sl and
Heal th and Environnent Ri sk Assessnent (Caracciolo). Mtion to defer
to prine by Legislator Caracciolo, second by nyself. Al in favor?

LEG CARACCI CLO
vell --

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Opposed? That's how we handle it. Deferred to prine (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

LEG CARACCI OLO
That's fine. What committee is prine, Counsel?

MR.  SABATI NO
Heal t h.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Heal th, okay. For the nenbers on the Health Conmittee, since | am not
a menber -- no, it's inportant they have sone infornation.

LEG FI ELDS:
We can tal k about this after the neeting, if you want.
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Al'l right, fine.

LEG GULDI :
Ckay.

LEG FlI SHER
Thank you.

Tabl ed Prine Resol utions
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CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Ckay. Tabl ed Resol utions, continuing on the sane page.

1004-01 - Dedication of certain |ands now owned by CGeorge N kol opoulis
to the County Nature Preserve pursuant to Article |I of the Suffolk
County Charter and Section 406 of the New York Real Property Tax Law
(Tow e).

LEG Fl SHER
Wiy did we table this?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Wiy was this tabled last tine; it was Legislator Tow e's resol ution.
Legi slator @uldi, were you the nover of the tabling? It sounds --

LEG GULDI:
Li ke sonmething | would do?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
-- like sonet hing you woul d do.

MR.  SABATI NG
This was tabl ed because a | ower ranking individual fromthe Planning
Department indicated that --

LEG GULD:
Qooh.

MR SABATI NO

Well, a person without the authority to commt had indicated that
there was a problem fromthe planni ng perspective about taking a
dedi cation, so the comm ttee asked for sonebody fromthe Health
Departnment to appear.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Has the probl em been resol ved?

MS. FI SCHER
May |2

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Yes, please. State your rank.

MS. FI SCHER
Okay. |'m Principal Planner at the Planning Departnent.
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Where is that in the hierarchy of the departnent?

LEG GULDI:
Somewher e hi gher than Legislative Counsel ?

M5. FI SCHER:
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I'"m mddle ground, | suppose.

LEG FI ELDS:
Loretta, ignore them

MS. Fl SCHER:

| spoke with Tow e's office today. One of my concerns was three out
the four lots were in our Mastic/Shirley relocation area which is a
residentially devel oped area and we were not interested in seeing
those dedicated to County parks. And he indicated to ne that he woul d
be considering withdrawi ng this.

LEG GULD:
Motion to table.

LEG FI SHER:
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
But we want the property, we just don't want it in a preserve. So,
mean, did you nmake clear --

MR. SABATI NO

The problem with all due respect to everybody, was that the bill was
filed to inplenent sonething that the Health Departnment asked for in a
Heal th Servi ces Board Revi ew deci sion of 1994,

MS. Fl SCHER:

Yeah, their request was to sell to an adjacent owner with the
restrictive covenant that it not be devel oped. One of adjacent

owners, being the County at this present tine, but the County is not

i ndicating that we're going to be recomending that to go to parKks,
that will probably be sold at auction in our sales. So you know,
there's a -- that might be a msunderstanding there. But there was no
interest on the part of the County to take this into the County Parks
Department or Nature Preserve. And | spoke with also Peter Scully and
he agreed as well.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Right. | guess the question | have, is this sonmething that Legislator
Towl e can resolve by changi ng the destination of these parcels, or is
this sonmething that needs to be w thdrawn conpletely to achieve his
goal ? Because if it's sonething he can change I'lIl table this, if
it's sonething that he needs to withdraw we'll table it subject to
call and get rid of it.

LEG GULDI:
vell --
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
It's not a big issue but | just want --
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MR SABATI NO

Well, it depends on how you viewit. |If the objective was to
protect -- if the objective is to preserve the land then yes, it can
be done through this vehicle of changing the |anguage. |If the

objective is just to get rid of the land, then it can go to auction.
I was under the inpression it couldn't go to auction because the
Heal th Departnent had a concern about it, but if it can go to

auction --
MS. FI SCHER
Well, it's owned privately at this tine.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
It's owned privately and the man wants to dedicate it to the County.

MS. Fl SCHER:

And the man wants to dedicate it, but his other optionis to sell to
anot her adj acent owner or just hold it period. So there was no caveat
in the determ nation by the Health Departnent with, you know, sending
this over to our ownership. So it's up to the individual to decide
what he wants to do with his residual use.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Once again |'mconfused.

LEG FI SHER:
So am |.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

This is about the fourth or fifth tinme today. There's a man

Ni kol opoulis who lives out in Mastic/Shirley in the area that we have
| and swaps.

MS. FI SCHER:
Ri ght.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
W want to have this property so that we can swap it with sonebody who
has wetl ands so that they can develop on it. So he wants to give it --

LEG GULDI:
Sonmebody has a house that's subject to fl ooding.

LEG Fl SHER
To fl ooding and --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
But he wants to give it --

MS. Fl SCHER:
Ri ght, but we couldn't use this as a swap.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

Hol d on, let nme go through ny scenario. He wants to give it to the
County, Fred Tow e puts in a bill and says give it to the County but
give it to Parks as a preserve which neans that we can't do a swap on
it.

LEG GULDI:

Ri ght .

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
So you say, "Hey, wait, don't do that. W want this land to be
swapable," there's a word that's not a word.

MS. FI SCHER
Not necessarily.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

And so we're at that point right now, we don't -- we want to have the
| and but we don't want it in this particular program isn't that
accurate?

LEG GULD:
Motion to table.

LEG FI SHER
That's part of it except for the health piece, then that puts another
wrinkle on it.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
And what's the health piece?

LEG Fl SHER
It's old, it's from1994, Mary Hi bberd signed it.

LEG GULDI :
Yeah, but that was before the swap program

MR, GRECCO

Real quick, we don't want it to be put into parks because it would
create a bunch of pocket parks which are really not what we're | ooking
to do froma planning standpoint.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Ri ght.

MR GRECCO

| believe he wants to be able to donate this to us so that he could
use whatever density he has on this as a swap piece for the Health
Depart nent use so you we --

LEG GULDI:
| see, for density of another parcel.

MR. GRECCO
-- could build sonewhere el se on a substandard | ot.
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MS. Fl SCHER:
But he's al ready done that.

LEG GULDI:
He's already stripped the devel opnent rights?

MS. Fl SCHER:

He's already stripped the devel opnent rights, it's already been
approved by the Board of Health. Now he's looking to get rid of the
resi dual which he can't do anything with anynore.

LEG GULDI:
| see.

MS. Fl SCHER:
So what his suggestion was in the Board of Health was either sell to
adj acent owner or just let the property be. And then he cane around
and said --

LEG GULDI:
Yeah, but if he let's the property be he has to pay taxes on it

MS. Fl SCHER:
Ri ght, on the residual.

LEG GULD :
And if donates it to us he takes a wite-off for it.

MS. Fl SCHER:
Exactly.

LEG GULDI :
And doesn't pay taxes on it.

MS. Fl SCHER:
And he's asking the County, do we want this piece and our --

LEG Fl SHER
How big is it, Loretta?

LEG GULDI:
Motion to table.

MS. Fl SCHER:

It's less than an acre, it's small lots by 40 X 100. They're very
small in an existing residential area and they're asking the County do
you want it, basically. And we're saying we have --

LEG GULDI:
Wt hout devel opnent rights.

M5. FI SCHER:
Ri ght.

LEG GULDI:
So it can't be used in the Swap Program anyway.
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MS. FI SCHER:
No, it couldn't be.

LEG GULDI:
Motion to table subject to call.

LEG Fl SHER
Second. Okay, M. Chair, table subject to call?

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Wiy can't we give the guy a break?

LEG FI SHER:
Because its' --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

Motion to table subject to call by Legislator Quldi, second by
Legi slator Fisher. Al in favor? Opposed? |'m opposed. Tabl ed
Subject to Call (VOTE: 6-1-0-0 Opposed: Legislator Bishop).

LEG GULDI :
He transferred the devel opnent rights to another parcel and used them
t here.

LEG BI NDER
We could always call it if we have to.

LEG GULDI:
Yeah. Tabled until Legislator Bishop understands it.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Oh, thank you. That's very kind of you.

LEG Fl SHER
M. Chair, are you going to explain the difference between 1006 and
10212

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Yes, because -- Counsel, which vehicle did you --

MR.  SABATI NO.
1021 became the vehicle, the corrected copy.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
1021 is the vehicle. That 1006 I'll w thdraw, please.

LEG GULD:
It's Caracciol o's.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
OCh, |I'msorry.

LEG FI SHER
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It still can be withdrawn anyway.
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LEG CARACCI OLO
No, no, 1000 -- we mmde this announcenent at the |last conmittee
neeti ng.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Yeah. The question was which one is the vehicle, which one becane the
final ?

LEG CARACCI CLO
1021.

LEG GULDI :
Yeah, so it's 1006 is your bill to withdraw.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
So 1006 is wi thdrawn.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Is withdrawn, | amw thdrawing it as of today.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
That's what | attenpted to do and it's your bill. | apol ogi ze.

LEG GULDI:
He can't do it for you.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Thank you, George.

LEG GULDI:
Just wat ching out for you, M key.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
1021 is the proposed new referendum whi ch we di scussed at the | ast
nmeeti ng.

LEG GULDI:
What's the | ast corrected copy date?

MR.  SABATI NO
January 25t h.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
You want to go over the fornula?

LEG Bl NDER
Is there a public hearing?

LEG CARACCI OLO
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Yes, |'Il nake a notion to approve.

LEG GULDI:
Can we have a Legislative explanation of this version?

LEG Bl NDER
Wait, is it closed, is the public hearing closed?
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ch, is it closed. | guess it's not closed.

MR, SABATI NGO
The public hearing was closed, yes, M. Chairnan.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay.

LEG Bl NDER:
Was it closed before you had the final copy?

MR, SABATI NGO
It was closed after, it was closed on January 30th but the corrected
copy was filed on January 25th.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay. M. Chairman, may | --

LEG FI SHER:
And we don't have a copy of it.

LEG CARACCI OLO
-- answer the question?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO

| amreferring to correspondence from Legislative Counsel, it begins
by stating that, "Pursuant to the request of you and Legi sl ator Bishop
of January 23rd, enclosed please find corrected copy for the captioned
matter which is IR 1021-2001 which nakes the foll owi ng changes:"

"One, the amount of principle to be borrowed under the Open Space

allocation is set at $79 mllion," that's up from$59 nillion which
was an aggregate figure in 1006. "The aggregate debt service to be
permtted is set at 109 million instead of $100 mllion."

"Two, the anmount of principle to be borrowed under the water quality
protection allocation is set at $65 m|lion and the aggregate debt
service to be permtted is set at $90 nmillion instead of $100
mllion."

"Three, the anount of principle to be borrowed under the Farm and
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Devel opment Rights Acquisition allocation is set at $25 nmillion and
the aggregate debt service to be pernmitted is set at $34 million
instead of zero dollars. Borrowing will be linmted to interest rates
of 51%or less of the prine rate instead of a flat 3% or |less for each
of the prograns.” And | would defer to the Chairman to di scuss how
that particular fornula was devi sed.

The Legislative Intent is nodified to conformto these changes. The
proposal to include the Land Partnership -- Preservation partnership
Program under Qpen space and Land Acquisition Programis deleted. "The
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obligation, seven, to secure matching State, Federal or local funds is
added to all three authorizations."

"Eight, the former proposition is changed in Section 6. And "Nine, a

new Exhibit A is added in subsection" -- I"'msorry, "lIn Section
12- A(1) containing criteria under which the open space acqui sitions
shall be nade," which as | recall, Counsel, it was our intent that it

be in conformance with the open space criteria of Suffol k County?

MR SABATI NO
That's correct.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Right. And ten --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
It nmeans Par ks Trustees.

MR SABATI NO
No, no, this was the --

LEG CARACCI OLO

And ten, "Sponsorship of the bill has been changed from Legi sl ator

Bi shop as prine sponsor to Legislators, Caracciol o Bishop and Foley."
And we invite our colleagues to join us in the committee.

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
Rut hl ess.

LEG GULD :
| don't have the exhibit A criteria.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

I think there are a couple of questions that we probably want to
address. First is, Counsel, could you read us the exact referendum
| anguage as it will appear on the ballot?

MR.  SABATI NG
Yes. kay, this is going to be a | ong one because you're doing a |ot
of changes. So what | did in this proposition was | broke it out into
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the three conponents, so it's going to read as foll ows:

"Shal | resol ution No. -2001, Adopting a Charter Law to, one,
accel erate open space acquisitions by authorizing up to $79 mllion of
low interest (51%of prinme rate or |less) borrowi ng by Suffol k County
using up to $109 nmillion for such borrowing fromthe Quarter percent
sal es tax revenues. Nunber two, accelerate Water Quality Protection
Progranms by authorizing up to $65 nmillion of low interest (51% of
prime rate or |less) borrow ng by Suffolk County using up to $90
mllion from Quarter Percent sales Tax proceeds. And three, accelerate
farm and devel opment rights acquisitions by authorizing up to $25
mllion of lowinterest (51%of prinme rate or |ess) borrow ng by
Suffol k County using up to $34 nmillion fromthe Quarter Percent Sales
Tax revenues be approved."
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ckay. That's what's on the ballot.

LEG CARACCI OLO
So there's no conf usion.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

There is no confusion, it's very clear, very long but very clear.
Legislator -- all right, who wants -- raise your hand if you have
questions so | just know who. | know Legislator Alden is in. Ckay. |
will be begin with Legislator Al den and work ny way up.

LEG ALDEN:

| have a question. | guess the first question would go to Legislative
Counsel about the legality of doing this when we have a finite nunber
of years that are left. And when | wote the original bill, you know,

we negoti ated because | wanted a shorter period of tinme but we ended
up stretching it out. So now we have a finite nunber of years that
this Quarter Cent noney is comng in, now we're going to be

aut hori zing to borrow noney agai nst this revenue stream and | don't
see any limting | anguage in here as far was when we stop borrow ng,
how much we can borrow. And | ooking at the actual nunber of years
that are left in this program | don't think it's legal for us to go
and authorize the borrowi ng of nmoney where you don't have noney to
repay it. That would be the first question.

MR. SABATI NO

No, it's -- | nmean, it's been constructed in a legal fashion. It's
changi ng the concept, you're going fromthe original programwhich was
pay as you go to a programthat will allow for borrowing. So the
reason those nunbers are so explicit with regard to the aggregates is
to nmake certain that they fall within the projected revenue stream So
for exanple, on farm and the projected revenue streamis $64. 4
mllion, open space is 118.8 and water quality is 98.6. so that the
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aggregate figures which were described in the legislation fall within

that. It's a pol -- it's not a legal issue, it's a policy choice if
you want to go from pay-as-you-go to borrowing this is the vehicle to
do it.

LEG ALDEN:

Ckay. So just without explanation, |I'mjust going to nake an obvi ous
statement. That when you go and borrow noney with the expectation of
paying it back with a revenue streamthat is very, | would say

unpredi ctable, actually. So I think that you're going down a very very
rocky road when you do that and a very treacherous and dangerous road
when you do that.

Given what has just happened to us with our projections of sales tax,
were we to go and borrow this money within the first couple of years
with the expectation that all this revenue is going to materialize

some way where we're going to waive the magic wand and have all this
money come so we can pay this back, | really think that we're going in
a dangerous direction. So I'm actually going to leave my comments at
that point and just -- with that warning.
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And al so, just one further thing. What the voters approved was a

pay-as-you-go program And it was obvious that when | introduced the
bill and through the debate and everything else, it was a
pay-as-you-go program It saved on refinancing of sewer debt, over 240
mll -- it's sonewhere between 220, $240 nillion, and really this

actually cuts conpletely against that whole concept. So I'mgoing to
| eave nmy comments there.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
You know, it's not rude to disagree. You always cut yourself --

LEG ALDEN
Al'l right.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Fi ne. Legislator Fields.

LEG FI ELDS:
No, | think you nean Fisher.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:

Well, | thought -- now |I'mgoing to Fisher, noving ny way down to the
right.

LEG FI SHER:

I just had a question about the fourth category, Paul. | couldn't --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Use your mike.
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LEG Fl SHER
I"msorry, | thought it was on; oh, it is on. The 64 nmillion, that
fourth category, Paul? | heard you nention --

MR. SABATI NO
Third category.

LEG FI SHER
There's water quality and after water quality there was farn and.

MR, SABATI NGO
Ch, it's farnml and and open space.

LEG Fl SHER:
And then after farnm and --

MR.  SABATI NG
Open space, those are the three

LEG Fl SHER
Ckay. Can you just say what the open space nunbers were, | didn't hear
you.

MR. SABATI NO
Yeah, the open space nunbers are -- the aggregate projection is 118,
this bill would use up 109 nmillion of that; farm and was 64.4, this
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woul d use 34 nmillion; and the water quality conponent is 98.6 mllion
this would use 90 million.

LEG Fl SHER
Ckay. Thank you, Paul

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Legi sl ator @ul di?

LEG GULDI:
I"'mreading the | anguage here and |'ma little confused, so | would
like Counsel to clarify for ne what it nmeans to -- why the | anguage

in any manner, shape or formincluding underwiting the bond costs
associated with the projects under the Water Quality Protection
Program |'mreading from Subdivision C, "Including borrowing fromthe
EFC only if such alternative EFC borrow ng includes the | east anount
of debt service and associated underwiting and Bond Counsel costs for
the pertinent proposed acquisition as conpared to a traditional New
York Finance Law borrowi ng." Could you tell nme, A exactly what that

| anguage neans?

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP
I think | can.
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LEG GULDI :
And B, why it's stated in such a prolix and technical way?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
It's frightening, |I think I understand it.

LEG Fl SHER
We all understand it, George.

MR.  SABATI NG
Ckay. Well, the first answer is --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
| can't believe you were law review, George; it's so clear. It neans
you go with the | owest interest rate.

MR. SABATI NO

The sponsors asked that the EFC borrowi ng situation be limted to
those situations in which it would be cheaper to do it that way than
to do your nornal traditional borrow ng.

LEG Bl NDER:
As determ ned by who?

MR, SABATI NGO

And the reason that it's wordy is because you need to touch all of the
bases and all of the costs in order to nake that distinction. | nmean,
you can't do it in three words, it's the conparative costs between a

| ocal finance |law which is your normal very two weeks you pass a Bond
Resol ution versus whatever this EFC borrow ng concept is going to be.
But the idea is that you can only do the EFC if it's cheaper than
doing it the traditional way.
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LEG CARACCI OLO
That's true.

LEG GULDI :
Ckay.

LEG CARACCI OLO
The | owest cost, it's very sinple.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Rel oadi ng.

LEG GULDI:
I'mrel oadi ng. The --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
You'll have to wait, Professor. Al right, do you want nme to go to
M. Grecco who wants to say sonething while you peruse?
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LEG GULDI :
No, I'mjust not -- | want to study the | anguage nore and |I'm
concerned that we could sinplify this.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
You nean the referendum | anguage.

LEG GULD :
The referendum | anguage and the actual |aw change | anguage. |
wasn't --

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP:
Ckay.

LEG GULDI:
-- aware that you had reached a resolution of it. | do, however, want
to respond to the concerns of ny colleague, M. Alden

LEG Bl NDER:
Who left.

LEG GULDI :

Who must have known | was going to do this. Wth respect to both the
hi story of the quarter penny fund and with respect to the w sdom of
borrow ng, because there is an astounding distinction between
borrowi ng, for exanple, for a sewer service agency for capital or
operations since the sewer agency as providing a service is
essentially a cost center and nust operate on a daily basis by
definition. The open space, unlike the products for the sewer agency,
they're not making it anynore and they're never going to nake any nore
of it in the future

In addition, the cost of borrowing is infinitesiml when conpared to
the market increase in the value of the open space we want to
preserve. Soneone was talking to Fred Pollert before at our previous
nmeeting and asking himto conpare the cost of acquisition if you
factor in the debt service on the |and we bought during the heavy
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borrowing period in the early 90's, and | asked and still ask, | have
a pending request in, to tell us what the cost of that |and would be
today. Yes, we pay debt service on it, but the narket val ue of open
space is doubling, traditionally since 1950 on the east end, every
five years if you look at it in long-term regardless of up econony,
down econony, booni ng econony.

What we've seen -- and, in fact, we can see it anecdotally on
particul ar parcels where we've seen doubling in six to twelve nonth
periods. Wien the narket price is doubling in a 12 nonth peri od,
failing to use the opportunity to borrow at 5% interest or less is
i nsane. The distinction between the objectives of sewer rate
stabilization, tax reserve fund creation and open space acquisition
are so radically different that unlike ny coll eague, when |
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participated in the negotiation of keeping an environnental elenment in
the quarter penny extension, | renenbered no di scussion of

pay- as-you-go regarding the open space program The objectives of
saving interest for sewer district financing were clear in the
referendumat the top, but | do not and | didn't agree with or buy
into the definitions that it was prohibited or intended to be
prohibited. And frankly, | was rather actively involved in that prior
| egi sl ati on.

So |'mconcerned that the prolix |anguage in the proposed referendum
is not in our best interest and | want to reflect on it before

deci de whether | could support the |anguage in this proposed form
This is the first time |'mlooking at it. 1'll proceed to do that.

LEG Bl NDER:
M. Chai rman?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Prolix is the | anguage before the referendun? Wat is prolix,
conplicated; what does it nean?

VR, SABATI NO

VWor dy.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Wor dy?

LEG GULD :

Prolix is -- yes, prolix would be a word in English neani ng wordy.

MR.  SABATI NO.
It's a short word for wordy.

LEG Bl NDER:
How i ronic was the comment fromthe Chair?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Legi sl at or Bi nder.

LEG BI NDER:
Yes. Thank you, M. Chairnan. Legislator Guldi's question is
out standing as to how nuch this land would be worth now, there's no
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need for it to be answered because it has no neaning. |t doesn't
matter how rmuch it would be worth now because the question is how fast
can we buy the land, would it even here now or not be here now? It
seens to -- it seenms very interesting that Legislator Guldi and others
who support this want to just go right over what was absolutely clear
inits face at the last neeting that took so long and the discussion
with Dick Anmper and our Budget Review Office. He couldn't absorb it
but obviously the Budget Review Office understands this and
Legi sl ators are having a hard tinme understanding this, and I'll ask
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Jimagain. Jim can we buy land so fast as to make it worth our wild
to get all this noney upfront and incur this interest, do we outpace
inour ability to buy land -- let's talk about just the speed at which
we buy land, we're able to buy and close |land. Are we buying it so
fast and so furiously as to save ourselves fromthis five year
inflationary cost of land that Legislator Guldi tal ks about, are we
buying it so fast that we need all this upfront noney and to incur --
and have we done that, to incur all this interest or --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Wait, you want himto answer that part?

LEG Bl NDER

O, and I'll give himthe or, or have we bought |and at a pace
probably pretty close to pay-as-you-go, as the noney conmes in we
pretty nuch pay, we have enough noney coming in and we buy |and at
about the pace that it cones in and so we couldn't do it any faster

anyway. |s that -- which one is the case?

MR. SPERO

My recol |l ection when we borrowed the 137.5 on the Water Quality
Programis that, you know, at the tine there were many -- it was

mentioned the fact that they were going to spend the noney within six
months. My recollection is it took a couple of years or so, it may be
nore than a couple of years to spend that noney down. And that was
borrowi ng in anticipation of buying, of purchasing the |and.

LEG Bl NDER:
And weren't we al nbst --

MR. SPERO

There's physical inpossibilities to closing on so nuch land in a short
period of tinme. You have to get appraisals, you have to have willing
negoti ation --

LEG BI NDER:

Well, let's get that line again. So in case Legislators happen to niss
it because | knowthis is a little conplicated here, there are

physi cal inmpossibilities to closing as fast as they want to get this
noney, so now we're incurring interest for no reason. In fact, didn't
we al nbst get ourselves into a rebate situation?

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP
Isn't that true?

LEG Bl NDER:

No, | just want to | et everybody know --
83

MR. SPERO

You have to spend the nobney down within three years, so we probably
cane cl ose
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LEG BI NDER:
So here's the problem

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Bef ore you go on, | just want to --

LEG BI NDER:
Sur e.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Because you nmay not have the grasp of a certain fact which is |eading
you astray.

LEG Bl NDER
| guess so.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
That's ny suspi cion.

LEG BI NDER
Thank you for hel pi ng ne.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

I"mgoing to try, I"'mgoing to try to help you. W don't have -- if
this referendum were approved, there is no mandate to borrow t he ful
anmount - -

LEG Bl NDER

| know that, | know

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
-- in the beginning. So the argument that we can't close that fast
may be speci ous.

LEG BI NDER:

You can come back and I'll debate that, too. But | understand. Jim go
ahead, | saw your hand up there.

MR, SPERO

Cearly you would only want to borrow nbney against a certain piece of
property if, in fact, you were close to closing on that property.

LEG Bl NDER:
And we didn't have the noney.

MR, SPERO
And at the nonent you did not have the sufficient cash to cover that
pur chase

LEG Bl NDER:
Ri ght, but we just haven't been in that situation. The bottomline is
| understand, that is M. Anper's contention, that we should have the
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flexibility and the ability to do this if we were in some -- but you
know what ? M guess is that we would be under the pressure from
certain people on certain occasions, maybe on regul ar occasions, to go
and | oad up with noney upfront, not on just individual cases, and

i ncur the interest because there are people who would |ike us to have
all this cash sitting on hand incurring interest so we have "the
ability" and the noney upfront to be able to have that. That's what,
left to our own devices, | believe we would do. | don't -- | mean, we
could say that there's no really real reason for a 4% cap or all these
ot her caps because the truth is we can control ourselves. W don't
have to increase spending by certain anbunts, we're Legislators, we
can control others. Except that once you're given the opportunity to
incur interest, once you're given the opportunity under various
pressures to incur this interest, it has been ny observation that we
kind of go down that road. And it would seemto ne that we put

oursel ves down that road at one point in our history here where we
came very close to a rebate, couldn't spend the noney fast enough. And
as you know, that gets us into sonething called arbitrage where we're
actual |y naki ng noney at a higher interest after we borrowed noney at

| ower interest because we can because we're a nunicipality, and that
isillegal. And so we would end up with a rebate situation which
woul d have cost us mllions of dollars and that is a dangerous thing.
Way would we get in that situation? W get in that situation because
we can. And that is sonething that this Legislature has prohibited
itself fromwhen it did the cap | aws and other things we've done to
restrict ourselves fromdoing things that are bad, economic or fisca
deci si ons.

W have an opportunity here to continue on a very good and sound
fiscal road which is pay-as-you-go. Pay-as-you-go allows us to do
exactly what we can do physically. W have not been in a situation --
I nmean, why pass sonething when | don't know of a situation where

we' ve been precluded from buying a piece of |and because we didn't
have -- | would like to hear it, do we have a piece of |land that we've
been precluded from buyi ng because we didn't have the upfront noney at
the tine under a pay-as-you-go and we needed to borrow, so we have a
situation, you know, that conmes up? | nean, normally --

LEG FI SHER:
Woul d you suffer an interruption?

LEG BI NDER:
Sur e.

LEG Fl SHER
I recently had a conversation with M. Gecco and it seens that we're
getting dangerously close where there are closings that are comi ng up

and we're -- our funds are very low in sone prograns.
MR. GRECCO
In sone progranms, |'ve stated this before, we're either over

subscribed or we're very dangerously close of being over subscri bed;
Drinking Water Protection, for exanple

LEG BI NDER:
Over subscribed in terns of closings?
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MR GRECCO
Yeah. We spent 47 million |ast year, by the end of -- we're closing
Jacob's Farmon Friday, we're going to be up to about 20 million by

the end of this nonth.

LEG FI SHER

And you're in contract for --

MR, GRECCO

And we've got a |lot of other transactions, we have sone sizable farns.
LEG Bl NDER:

And when do we get another influx of cash?

MR GRECCO

Well, that's what's interesting. Because we're not clear as to what

the actual anmpunts under the old Drinking Water Protection Program are
and | ess than what we anticipate, we don't know exactly how nmuch we're
getting and we're anticipating nmaybe May, June. So we're in a --

LEG Bl NDER:
Ckay. well --

MR GRECCO
-- an odd |inbo situation.

LEG Bl NDER:
Wai t, May/June, now we're in February.

MR, GRECCO
| under st and.

LEG BI NDER

So May/June we coul d cl ose what we need to close, the price is not

goi ng to change May/June, February to May/June. So the price is not
going to change, we're going to have noney May/June. Now, | don't know
how much but it would seemto ne we're probably going to have enough
to cover what we need to buy because that's what historically we've
been able to do.

LEG FI SHER:

That's what you're saying, that's not what Allen said.

MR, GRECCO

Well, what |'msaying is if you re going to have new resol utions

coming in fromthis point on --

LEG GULDI:

Yeah, we have no noney.

MR GRECCO

I"'mtelling you, in all likelihood we will not have nobney. For
exanple, we look at the Islip things today, |'mpretty sure we can do

it, we are not over subscribed in Islip's noney. You put in another
Islip transaction under the 12-5(E)1(A) account, we nay have a
probl em
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LEG CARACCI OLO
M. G ecco.
MR GRECCO
Yes.
LEG CARACCI OLO
Legi sl ator Binder yiel ded.
CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
No, | --
LEG CARACCI OLO
Thank you.
MR, GRECCO
Can | nake one conment ?
LEG CARACCI OLO
Well, | just want to followthis line, okay. Because the reality is
by virtue of the public being msinforned about Proposition Il, we are

in the very situation --

MR, GRECCO
Absol ut el y.

LEG CARACCI OLO
-- that you are in .

MR, GRECCO
Absol ut el y.

LEG CARACCI OLO
We woul d have had bridge noney with Prop Il for 2001 and we woul dn't
be facing the situation by June where you run out of noney.

MR GRECCO
| agree.

LEG CARACCI OLO
But no, those who opposed Prop Il said oppose Prop Il

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
{Jackous} ASK BI SHOP

LEG CARACCI OLO

Well, they prevail. Now you throw the dice and you hope conme Novemnber
that the voters approved this. But in the neantine, it is they, not
us, who have jeopardi zed acquisitions that won't be nade in 2001

MR, GRECCO
It's an unfortunate situation, but | do agree that --
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Al'l right, you don't need to coment.
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LEG BI NDER:
Well, let nme just take --

MR GRECCO
| have a real --

LEG Bl NDER
Let ne take the tinme -- 1'd just like to get ny tine back so | can --

MR, GRECCO
M. Chai rman?

LEG CARACCI OLO

The truth hurts, Allan, the truth hurts. | have yet to hear one of
t hose individual s apol ogi ze for the actions they took in m sleading
the public of this County.

LEG Bl NDER:
If 1 can just --

MR GRECCO
Well, nor I.

LEG BI NDER

How rmuch -- can | get an idea of how much is conming in? How nmuch
nmoney, so we can understand, how nuch noney is coning into the
program or the various prograns?

MR GRECCO
Ckay.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Wl l, why don't we go through that. And Legislative Counsel did it
before, but we'll --

MR, GRECCO
Al'l right, let's talk about --

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
But Allen will --

MR GRECCO
I'"lI'l be really brief.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
| guess | don't run the conmttee.

MR, GRECCO
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G eenways.

LEG Bl NDER:

Well, | asked a question, nr. Chairnman.

MR GRECCO

Al right, Geenways Farmand, | have 20 mllion init, | have about
10 million of acceptances at this point; | would anticipate we're
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going to run through that noney probably by the end of the year either
in closing or in contract.

LEG BI NDER:
How rmuch is -- and there any repl eni shnent ?

LEG GULDI:
No.

MR GRECCO
No.

LEG FI SHER
No, G eenways was --

MR, GRECCO
Greenways active --

LEG BI NDER:
Ri ght, so G eenways we had a finite anount anyway. Al right.

MR, GRECCO
Greenways Active Park started out with 20 million, we spent about 15
already, I'mgoing to run through that this year.

LEG Bl NDER:
Let's focus ourselves on what this is about. This is about the
Quarter Percent, right?

MR GRECCO

Al right, the Quarter Percent noney --

LEG BI NDER

Let's tal k about that.

MR, GRECCO

Ri ght now |' m probably seven nmillion in the hole.
LEG Bl NDER:

What do you -- give nme what you nean by that.

MR, GRECCO

What |'m saying is things that | have acceptances on under the old
program - -
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LEG BI NDER:
Ol osed, you cl osed on?

MR GRECCO
No, no, no, acceptances on.

LEG BI NDER:
Contracts.

LEG GULDI :
Contracts.
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MR, GRECCO

Contracts ready to go upstairs that | can't do that because | don't

have the noney. W are over subscribed by at |east seven nmillion in
the old Drinking Water Protection Programeven with what we consi der
the anmobunt we're going to get in May/June, whenever | get that.

LEG BI NDER:
How is that? Wait a minute, if you're seven mllion now and then
you're getting nore noney in May or June --

MR, GRECCO
No, no, I"'mincluding that. |I'mincluding about the -- they're talking
about two, three, four mllion; Legislator Caracciolo, was that the

nunber that gave us this afternoon?

LEG CARACCI CLO

Yes.

MR, GRECCO

Two, three, four mllion. Assunming | get that in in June, |'mstill
going to be about seven million short with things that | can go after
which | have acceptances on, |I'mstill going to be short.

LEG Bl NDER:

I"mstill not sure --

MR GRECCO

So if they did pass the 25%rule --

LEG BI NDER:

Wait, let me --

MR GRECCO

-- | could have done it.

LEG Bl NDER

I want to ask -- | want to understand sonething; I'mallowed to ask a

question, thanks. The word acceptance, so | can understand exactly
what you nean by an acceptance, when you have an acceptance --
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MR GRECCO
| have an appraisal, | have spoken to the sellers, they accepted our
offer, | don't have the noney.
LEG Bl NDER
Acceptance by the seller
MR GRECCO
By the seller, yes, handshake.
LEG GULDI:
Did they teach Real Estate where you went to | aw school ?
LEG Bl NDER
Well, they didn't use the term acceptance.
90
LEG ALDEN:
There's a bigger problemhere and that is that --
LEG Bl NDER
It's a contract, it's not a term--
LEG ALDEN:
When is a contract fornmed? O fer, acceptance.
LEG BI NDER:
Acceptance, but | didn't know if he's talking in contract sense.
They're not -- forget it, let's go on.
MR, GRECCO
| have contracts out that they have signed that are sitting on ny desk
that | can't send upstairs until | know | have noney.
LEG Bl NDER:
So they're not signed contracts but you have accept --
MR GRECCO
Ch yeah, | have signed -- not fully executed, | have signed by the
sellers. | just spent four and a half nmillion this afternoon -- no,

this nmorning, alnost totally depleting what | have left in the bal ance
of that account.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Whi ch account, which account are you in now?

MR, GRECCO
The drinking water, the old Drinking Water account.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ckay.

file://IC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (97 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:13 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm

MR, GRECCO
So there's a bigger problem

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
The ol d Drinking Water Program --

MR, GRECCO

There is a bigger problemhere and it deals with the noney and it al so
deals with the will of this Legislature, and that is that that noney
under 12-5 A was to be utilized for the acquisition of the Central
Pine Barrens. Now, the original plan in 1993 called for public
acquisition of approximtely 75% of the renmi nder of the property.

' m happy to say we have, through the State, the towns, the County and

the TDR Bank, acquired the 75% nunber. By all -- would you agree,
Stuart?
MR, LOWMRI E:

Seventy-five percent of the core has been acquired, no doubt about it.

MR, GRECCO
Thank you, hooray, we agree. Al right, 75% of the core was acquired,
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that was the goal. The question that has not been answered is what is
to happen to that renmmining 25% Now, it was hoped that it would be
TDR d, it was hoped that other entities would step up to the plate and
acquire, but we still have approxinmately 3,000 sone-odd acres out
there which we are sonewhat obligated, along with the State and the

TDR Bank and perhaps the towns to acquire without funding.

LEG. BINDER:
Who paid for the core?

MR. GRECCO:
Well, we did most of it. The Quarter Percent Sales Tax went to pay for
the core, the State --

LEG. BINDER:
As a percentage of who paid for it.

MR. GRECCO:

Oh, us; we own the bulk of the core, we did the bulk of the
acquisitions. About 2% of it is TDR 's, | don't have the State, |

think we own about 20,000 acres and the State owns about 13; am |
correct, Stuart, on those numbers?

MR. LOWRIE:
I think the County actually owns slightly more than that.

MR. GRECCO:
We own more than all the other governmental entities combined.

LEG. BINDER:
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Let me ask a question. Why --

MR. GRECCO:

Why are we keeping on doing this?

LEG. BINDER:

No. Why in the past -- | get from Budget Review, Budget Review has

said that in the past we even got to a rebate situation, that we

couldn't close fast enough to take the -- that money coming in when we
tried to borrow, we had up front money we couldn't close fast enough
because of the process. Why is there a difference in our ability or

in the time span to close compared to in past history?

MR. GRECCO:

Yeah, that was then and this is now. What we did was we did an
Omnibus Resolution that allowed us to go after everything in the core.
What they used to do was they had resolutions which are parcel
specific, so they would do like eight parcels, they'd go after those
eight and then they'd do another eight, that sort of thing. We did one
resolution three years ago, a large lot and small lot resolution.

LEG. BINDER:
So most of this is --

MR. GRECCO:
So basically that entire core is fair game.

92

LEG Bl NDER:
So nost of this is Pine Barrens core, right?

MR GRECCO
What I|'m --

LEG Bl NDER:
Most of the Quarter Percent noney, let's say the bulk is --

MR, GRECCO
Not all of it. No, sonme of it --

LEG BI NDER:
The bulk of it is going to -- has been going, that's where the noney
has been going in let's say a large --

MR, GRECCO

Had been, had been.

LEG BI NDER:

kay. So now -- well, that's drained, that's one of the reasons we're

ina$7 mllion --

MR, GRECCO
Hol e, yes.
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LEG BI NDER:
Ckay. Now, this core, was it appreciating very quickly?

MR, GRECCO
No.

LEG Bl NDER:
Why ?

MR GRECCO
Because there was no narket.

LEG Bl NDER
Right. So now we're tal king about, we have Legislator Guldi talking
about how fast appreciating property and that's why we need this.

MR. GRECCO
He's tal ki ng about outside the core.

LEG BI NDER:
| understand, but the reason we're in the place that we're at is we
spent nost of the noney on sonething that wasn't even appreciating,

right?

MR GRECCO

No, no, that's part of the picture. W also bought parcels under the
Drinking Water Protection outside of the core; for exanple, | think

it's in your district, the Benjanin property, maybe not your district.
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LEG Bl NDER:
It's not nine

MR. GRECCO

For syt he Meadows | believe was bought, the Wadi ng Brook parcels, these
are parcels under 12-5 (E) which are outside core acquisitions and
subject to market conditions. So we had sone big ticket itens outside
the core as well which we were authorized to do under the |aw.

LEG BI NDER:
That Benj amin parcel wasn't subject to market conditions.

MR, GRECCO
| beg your pardon?

LEG BI NDER:
The Benj anmi n parcel was not subject to market conditions.

MR, GRECCO
I knew it was in Huntington

file:/lIC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (100 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:13 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm

LEG Bl NDER:
No, no, it's in Northport but it wasn't subject to any narket
conditions. He didn't want to build and it wasn't a question of market

really. That's what that was about, | nean --

MR GRECCO

Ckay.

LEG Bl NDER

I nmean, | can give you so we can | ook at how nuch of this noney went

to parcels, the percentage of this noney didn't even go to places that
were subject to narket conditions which is the very reason we're
arguing that we need this in the first place.

MR GRECCO

Well, | don't think that's a fair statenent because the Pine Barrens
core --

LEG Bl NDER:

Just accurate, not fair. It's accurate.

MR GRECCO

It's not accurate because there were so many other parcels way outside
of the core. | wasn't prepared to cone in with these kind of stats,

but what we spent in the core and what we spend outside the core which
we were authorized under this program --

LEG Bl NDER:
O even sone of themoutside. | can show you at |east one very |large
acqui sition which you nentioned, the Benjanin parcel in Northport.

MR, GRECCO
Ri ght .
94
LEG BI NDER:
There wasn't a question of nmarket conditions, he wanted to sell, he

did not want to build, he wanted to do get out, we devised a three
pi ece programwith three different prograns just so we can find the
money to get to the guy but he wasn't |ooking to increase. And if he

holds it will be nore and maybe we can get it later, if we didn't buy,
I mean --
MR GRECCO
No, no, actually we were -- we had to close by the end of the year for

tax reasons or else the price would have changed.

LEG GULDI:
Ri ght.

MR, GRECCO
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| have the sane problemw th {Sabin} that |1've got to close Friday

nor ni ng.

LEG Bl NDER:

No, he probably just --

LEG GULD :

Hold on, if you'll suffer the interruption, I'll put this on the

record. {Sabin} who we're closing on, what, a 19 day basis?

MR GRECCO

Yes.

LEG GULD:

Ni net een days from Legi sl ative approval to closing, we're going to buy
the parcel for 4.5 nillion. He told ne yesterday, where anobng ot her

things he said Mke Caracciolo is a really nice guy, that he has a
backup offer and if we defaulted the closing he's going to take the
12.3 mllion that he's being offered for the sane parcel by another
buyer. That's a parcel that appraised a year ago for what, Allen?

MR. GRECCO
Twel ve.

LEG GULDI :
No, a year ago. The market escal ation on that parcel, what was it a
year ago? It was |less than six.

MR. GRECCO
Was it?

LEG GULD:
Yeah.

MR, GRECCO
| haven't kept a scope on it.

LEG GULDI:
And you don't want to borrow the nmoney to close on it?

95
MR, GRECCO
Let nme say this. Wthout getting into the issue of borrow ng noney, if
it is the will to borrow noney, | assune you would want to accel erate
acquisitions. I"'mmaking a pitch for staff if we're going to do this.
LEG Bl NDER:

There you go.

MR. GRECCO
You knew it.

LEG BI NDER:
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There you go.

MR, GRECCO
Wait, let's think logically, let's think logically. Now, | have
anot her - -

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I don't knowif your timng is good.

MR GRECCO

| have another question which | want --

LEG BI NDER:

Oh, it's perfect, actually, Dave; Dave, this is perfect.

LEG GULDI:

Allen, we'll just let you work harder, you don't need nore staff.
MR GRECCO

Yeah, | have no life. | have one question, and this is really a

very inportant question.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
You're exactly right, you do need nore staff and this comrittee shoul d
be the one to advocate for you

MR, GRECCO
Now, assum ng --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
And |'msure they will at sone point, but let's not discuss this now

MR. GRECCO
The question | really want to ask is this.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Yes.

MR, GRECCO
Assum ng this passes and we have this ability to borrow, am| correct
that | borrow kind of Iike on a pay-as-l-go, a credit line?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Correct, exactly.
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MR GRECCO
That as | need it | pull it out?

LEG GULDI:
That's right.

MR. GRECCO
In other words, you're not going to give ne --
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
It's Iike George's hone equity | oan

MR GRECCO
That I1'mgoing to be paying interest on noney | haven't spent? | want
to be clear.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Yes.
MR. GRECCO
Okay. Now, if it is your will to borrow, | have to assunme you want

nore acqui sitions.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Well, we're giving you a resolution to --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Well, we want the flexibility to pursue nore acquisitions.

MR. GRECCO

I mean, that's kind of a given. So what |'m saying to you is, you
know, | will be here asking for noney nore staff. If the voters want
nore acquisitions and the voters want us to borrow noney and you're
going to be putting acquisition roses through, and if tine is noney

and the quicker | get it the less it actually costs us; | will be here
for more staff and | think it's a reasonable request, |I'mjust letting
you know.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
You' re not behaving well today, you're not listening to ne. |It's not
the tinme or the place.

LEG Bl NDER:
There it is, that's what this is all about now

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Well, it's not like -- | nmean, it's obvious, if you want himto be
nore aggressive then he needs nore staff. Actually, he needs nore
staff to be doing what he's doing right now

MR, GRECCO
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Legi sl ator Caracciolo. Were are you going, Quldi?
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Al |l en?
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MR, GRECCO
Yes, sir.

LEG CARACCI OLO

I think there's another concern that no one has really addressed and
that gets back to 2001 and the situation of demand and supply, at
least in terns of County funding for environnental acquisitions. In
the absence of Prop I, we have a finite anount of noney.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
And you had indicated previously that by June you could be sitting in
a situation where the demand to purchase properties will far exceed

your supply.

MR, GRECCO
Absol ut el vy.

LEG CARACCI OLO

What recommendati on would you like to nmake to the committee to dea
with that situation; do you have a contingency you'd like us to
consider? Because | have talked to you privately about this --

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
-- but it's sonething I think really the Legislature has to take up
so that we don't niss opportunities.

MR, GRECCO

Ckay, thank you. In order to not miss opportunities, | think what we
ought to do is consider in every resolution sone sort of preservation
partnership | anguage to the extent that some nunicipality, whether
it's the State or the town, will pony up a certain anount of noney; |
can then stretch out ny existing fundi ng, nunber one. Nunber two --

LEG CARACCI OLO

Well, before you go on to nunber two, let's talk about that. |If

you' re tal king about |and partnership acquisitions where you have two
willing, or two or three willing partners, that's a given. But if we
make as a requirenment acquisitions where you don't have a partner that
has either the financial capability or otherwi se, we need another
mechanismto be able to nake these acquisitions.

MR, GRECCO
Right, that's correct.

LEG CARACCI OLO
So what reconmendati on do you have al ong those lines? Here's what |I'm
thinking. Counsel, is there sone way we can devise a nethod so that
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the Division of Real Estate will have sufficient funds through the end
of this year wherein hopefully the voters will consider this
proposition favorably and we'll have sufficient funds for nmany years
to deal with future environnental acquisitions? W need a bridging
mechani smand |' mthinking along the lines of discussing with you a
means by which we can wite into resolutions pledging funds fromthis
new 13 year extension program at sone future date irregardl ess of

whet her or not the voters approve it.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Well, how can we borrow agai nst future --

LEG CARACCI CLO

I don't know, |I'mjust talking out |oud here.
MR GRECCO
One thing -- ny second point was |1'd like to see appropriations for

the 2000 Budget with respect to the new --

LEG CARACCI OLO
2000 or 200172

MR, GRECCO
2001, excuse nme, I'msorry. The new Drinking Water Protection
Program that can give nme $7 nmillion right now

LEG CARACCI OLO
What do you nean?

MR GRECCO
There -- the projection was about $7 million, | believe, in the new
progranf

MR SPERO
If | could read these --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay, so you would |ike to advance.

MR. GRECCO

Wel |, yeah. According to Ken Wiss, if | get an appropriation you can
advance ne the noney for 2001. So | would like to see that
appropriated, and we expect we're going to be putting in a resolution
soon for that appropriation; that gives ne at |east seven mllion

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay. Now, that's sonething you and | have tal ked about.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
But | would like to get Legislative Counsel's take on whether or not
that woul d be perni ssible.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
It's got to be accurate, though, it has to be fully -- |I'"msorry.

MR.  SABATI NO.

Oh, | thought you were talking to nme, I'msorry. This is not
revelation, | nmean, it's not double counting. This is the same $7.1
mllion that we spoke about at the end of |ast year, the beginning of
this year, it's the sane $7.1 nillion

MR, GRECCO
Yes, right.

MR. SABATI NO
So | have no problem appropriating the noney but it's not new noney.

MR, GRECCO
But | do not have access to it now.

LEG CARACCI OLO
No, no, it's not new or additional noney.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
You usually can't get at it until after it's certified, is that it?

LEG CARACCI OLO
Right, until it's in your hands usually; right, Jin®

MR, GRECCO
Yeah. | need to get it --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Ji m Spero, | know you --
MR. SPERO
There are two possible ways to go. |If we need cash inmediately, we

don't have the long-termborrowing ability. We nmay authorize the
Treasurer to advance funding fromthe County General Fund coffers to
buy the Iand and as the cash cones in fromthe Water Quality, the new
Quarter Cent noney --

LEG CARACCI OLO
So we can pl edge one agai nst the other.

MR. SPERO
-- it goes back to the General Fund.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay.

MR, SPERO

O, and | don't know if this would be considered borrow ng and Paul
woul d have to answer this legal term perhaps we could issue a one
year Capital Note, get the cash and pay the note off in one year or
| ess.
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MR. SABATI NO
That's borrowi ng, notes and bonds are the sane.

LEG CARACCI OLO

Ckay.

MR, SABATI NGO

But if you're looking for a source of noney, | nmean, $5 mllion could
be achieved imediately if you' re willing to nmake an adjustnent in the
current Capital Budget and Program \What you have is you' ve got $20
mllion of Farm and Preservation noney sitting in Geenways which is a
70/ 30 ratio. The towns aren't putting up their 30% because you
consistently spend $5 nillion a year on hundred percent noney. \Wat |
woul d recomrend you do is take the $5 million of hundred percent noney
for farm and preservation, imediately nove it over as an offset for
open space, you now drove up 45 million of open space to go buy Iand
tonorrow and you still have the $20 nillion of G eenway --

LEG CARACCI OLO
We can do that?

MR. SABATI NO
You could do it tonorrow

LEG CARACCI OLO
We can do it by -- do we need a Legislative resolution?

MR. SABATI NO
Al'l you need is a resolution to do it.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Prepare the resolution. Thank you, Allen.

MR, GRECCO

Al'l right. The other thing, too, is in future resolutions, 1'd like to
see greater funding in preservation partnership, even if it means we
have to reduce open space and/or the capital farm and resolution. W
can -- by doing preservation partnership, not only do we get a better
bang for our buck, but it gives us a broader ability. W can do open
space, we can do drinking water, we can do parks, we can do historic
preservation, we can do farm and. But when you start putting Capital
appropriations, for exanmple, for open space or for farmand, I'm
constrained to buy within that program and buy ourselves. So | would
like you to think in the future, load up pres partnership, it gives
the nost anount of |everage in prograns and it gives us the greatest
ability to get another partner in.

LEG Fl SHER
M. Chairnman, is there a notion yet?

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP
Legi sl ator Al den?
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LEG ALDEN:
Jim I'mgoing to just address this to you, we had a di scussion. Can
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you address the over subscription issue as far as from your
perspective? Just sonething to keep in nind.

MR. SPERO

There's a finite amount of noney we'll spend on |and and there's nore
| and out there than we'll ever have nobney to purchase. So no natter
what programwe enter into it can end up being over subscribed because
there's always going -- and always has been nore | and to purchase

than we've ever had the noney to purchase it with.

LEG ALDEN:
Thank you.

MR. SPERO

Just another -- just for the record. Qur projection of the new sal es
tax nmoney, at the end of this year we're projecting having $3.9
mllion in farm and, about $7.2 million in additional open space
noney, and about $6 nmillion in additional farm ands noney. So that's
the new Quarter Cent noney by the end of this year --

LEG FI SHER:
You said farm ands tw ce.

LEG GULDI:
You said farml ands twice, give it to us again.

LEG Fl SHER
Can you give it to us again?

MR SPERC
Six million dollars on water quality.

LEG GULDI:
Water quality, that's it.

MR. SPERO
I"'msorry, did | mx it? Six mllion on water quality, there would be
about 7.2 on open space and about four million on farnl and.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Right, that's fromthe new program

MR, SPERO
The new program

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
The new Quarter Cent Program

MR GRECCO
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Ri ght. Now, open space includes drinking water protection

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Where we began this discussion was sonebody suggested that we
appropriate against that which we're taking in right now Counsel

can we do that, or do we have to wait to the close of the books in the
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begi nning of next year in order to access the noney that we're
collecting this year?

MR.  SABATI NO.

No, this is a stand-alone fund, this is the Quarter Percent. But |
want to reiterate, this is not new noney. | think there's an

i mpression that --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Answer the question, though, please.

MR. SABATI NO
The answer is yes, you can do the $7.1 million, but it's not in new
noney.

LEG GULDI:
It's already in our budget, is that what you're saying?

MR, SABATI NGO
No, it's already been factored in to all of the cal cul ations that
we' ve nade.

LEG GULD:
| understand that.

MR.  SABATI NG

It's sitting -- no, the way -- it's sitting in a trust fund in the
budget to be appropriated on an as needed basis as the year
progresses. Doing it in January versus June --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
So does that solve Director Gecco' s problen?

MR, GRECCO
Part of it, yeah. And a nonth or two fromnow |'mgoing to be in the
sane boat.

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
Do we need a resolution in order to authorize?

MR GRECCO
Yes.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
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No, that was on farm and, that was a different --

LEG FI SHER:
Yeah, that was a different resol ution.

LEG CARACCI OLO
No, open space.

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP:
M chael --
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MR, GRECCO
There's two issues.

CHAlI RVAN Bl SHOP:
-- it's two issues.

LEG Fl SHER:
That was two different issues.

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP:
Do we need a resolution to authorize themto do that, or is he free to
do that?

MR, SABATI NG
No, the noney has to be appropriated. The noney --

LEG GULDI:
So you need appropriating resolutions, is that it?

MR.  SABATI NG
Right, for the entire program

MR GRECCO
Yes.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Legi sl ator @uldi, do you wish to sponsor that?

LEG GULDI:
I have another question. |1'd |love to sponsor that bill.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Wth Legi sl ator Caracciol o.

LEG GULDI:
And 1'lIl take any position on the bill with anyone who wants to go
ahead or behind me on it. | have another question for Counsel. Paul,

the Director of Real Estate just said that when we fund prograns the
best place to put the noney is partnership, preservation partnerships.
None of the 3.97.2 or six mllion fromdrinking water can be
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reallocated to that, can it?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
I think there's sonething that says it coul d.

LEG GULDI:
O is there a way to do that? Because if there's a way to do that,
I'"d like to put that in the sane resol ution.

MR, GRECCO

You coul d put |anguage in each resolution that says to the extent that
any nunicipality that wants to participate they would get their
percentage interest; it's boiler plate | anguage which nakes it a de
facto partnership.
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LEG GULDI:
Oh, | see. Because what we do is we divide the parcel, we buy Lot A
they buy Lot B, bingo, it's --

MR, GRECCO
O we take 75% they take a 25%interest.

LEG GULDI:
Fine. Can you include that |anguage in these resolutions for
appropriating those anounts, Counsel ?

MR.  SABATI NG

I'"mnot sure what you're trying to propose there. |f you are saying
that you have a specific parcel that cones before the County where
sonmebody else is putting up for open space purpose acquisitions a

mat chi ng fund, sure, then you can appropriate a matching fund to that.

LEG GULDI:

Ri ght. No, what he's talking about is that, for exanple, let's assune
that in the Town of Ri verhead we have a farnl and parcel, rather than
doing it a hundred percent farmland fromthe town, they want to use
their share of transfer funds to participate. But rather than rmake it
a Charter Law anmendi ng partnership per se, we'll buy 70 acres, they'll
buy 30 acres of the 100 acre farm

MR. SABATI NO
But we already have that. | nean, | said it before, we've got that
with the $20 mllion.

LEG GULDI :
Ri ght, but put that in the appropriating resolution --

MR GRECCO
What |'m-- here's what |'m--
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LEG GULDI :
No, | want that in the appropriated resolution on this noney as well
because we can do it that way.

MR GRECCO

Just two points. |'Ill take Wading Brook, for exanple, | closed today.
Assum ng the resol ution which cane under drinking water had boiler

pl ate language in it as we've put in other ones, to the extent that
the Town of Brookhaven wants to participate, whatever noney they put
inis equal to their percentage interest. That gives us a |leverage to
go to the towns on anything, for any purpose, farm and, open space,
drinking water, parks, etcetera, to get themto put sone noney in.
Some of them are | ooking for ways to spend noney, quite frankly.

LEG GULDI :
Ri ght.

MR. GRECCO
So that gives us not a de jure but a de facto partnership. So I'd |ike
to see that in any resolution
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LEG GULD :
Pl ease

MR. GRECCO

To the extent that a nunicipality wants to participate, let themdo
so. Regarding your idea of switching the funding of the five mllion
of farmand to drinking water because it's in the Capital Budget, |
woul d oppose that because |, quite frankly, have a whol e bunch of
farns which are ready to go and I'd like to see that noney there.
made a comitment to you that if you gave ne that five nmillion |I'd
spend it this year, and |'mgoing to spend it. So | would not -- |
woul d not be happy if you took that noney away from ne because |I'm
counting on it for a nunmber of deals.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
But the logic behind it was that you have all those 70/ 30 noney, $20

mllion in the G eenways.

MR GRECCO

I have sone jurisdictions that don't have CPF funds |like on the south
fork.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
So do you have $5 million worth of those jurisdictions?

MR, GRECCO
Specifically R verhead does not have the amount of nobney that
Sout hanpt on and East Hanpton has on the 2% transfer tax.

LEG CARACCI CLO

file:/lIC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (113 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:13 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm
Wiere is nost of the farm and in the County?

LEG GULD :
Most of the farmland is in R verhead.

MR, GRECCO
And |I'm | ooking at Riverhead, | need 100% noney to save Riverhead
farms.

LEG GULDI:
And nost of the devel opnent rights.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
So Legislator Caracciol o can explain why he sponsored that.

LEG FI SHER:
Yes.

MR, GRECCO
No, no, I'd really -- | think it would be fool hardy.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Are you withdrawing it?

MR. SABATI NO
No, the question is -- no, no, the answer to that is really sinple.
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Do you have nore than $4 nmillion worth of farm and preservation
acquisitions in the Town of Riverhead?

LEG GULDI :
Yes.

MR, GRECCO
Oh, yeah.

MR.  SABATI NG
That you currently are contracting for.

MR, GRECCO
Yeah, yeah.

MR. SABATI NO
W didn't even spend $5 million in the entire farm and preservation
program | ast year for all of the towns all together.

MR, GRECCO
| understand that.

MR, SABATI NG
You're telling me Riverhead by itself.

MR, GRECCO
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Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO

Let me add to this. Counsel, just for your information and everybody
else's. For the last nonth and a half, M. Gecco, M. Burke and
nmysel f have been neeting with the town to get themto nove ahead to
make farm and acquisitions and we are neeting on a biweekly basis to
acconplish the goals that M. Grecco just outlined.

MR. SABATI NO

You know what it cones down to is you' ve got tons of npbney, you can
only take the noney to a certain point. You' ve got $20 million that
the voters approved sitting in a fund that we're not accessing. Tell
me the logic and the rationale of |eaving that noney on the side and
going out and committing to $5 million when you know you' ve got $4
mllion that you can assign to Riverhead, if R verhead is a special
si tuation.

MR, GRECCO
Yeah, Riverhead is a special situation.

MR, SABATI NG
And then turn around and say we don't have enough noney, but we have
nore than enough nmoney if you'll --

LEG CARACCI OLO

Al'len, so you understand | think, and |I'm sure you, what Counsel has
just elaborated, is that his position is we have right now $25 mllion
bet ween Capital Program and Budget noney and Greenways 20 mllion.
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MR GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACC QLG
Ri ght ?

MR, GRECCO
Ri ght, but Riverhead doesn't --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Why woul d you be opposed to transferring five mllion from G eenways
to open space?

LEG Fl SHER
No, you can't do that.

LEG ALDEN:
You can't go from G eenways.

LEG CARACCI OLO
I'"msorry.
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MR, GRECCO
You nean Capital.

LEG GULDI:
No, he's tal king about noving the farnl and noney from a hundred
percent County to partnership.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ri ght.

LEG GULDI:
And the reason is there's no partner for that in R verhead, we need
that nmoney in Riverhead.

MR, GRECCO
Right, right. And I need the 70/30 south fork.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Well, | want to nake sure Counsel understood why you were --

MR, GRECCO
Al'l right. \What happened is on the 70/30 I'mgetting a | ot of
cooperation from Sout hanpton and East Hanpt on.

LEG GULDI:
W' ve got the noney.

MR, GRECCO
They' ve got the noney and we're naking the deals. W night run through
that 20 million this year.

LEG GULDI:
Yeah, but the farmland is in Riverhead that we've got to buy.
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MR GRECCO
And the farmand in Riverhead is under the npost devel opnent pressure,
it is the nost nunber of farns, and it's also the nost --

LEG CARACCI OLO
So what is your recommendation then?

MR, GRECCO
My recommendation is let --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Ri verhead wasn't part of that tax?

LEG CARACCI OLO
Yeah, but they don't have the real estate transactions you have on the
sout h fork.
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MR, GRECCO

Don't touch the capital 100% farm and. G ve us a chance -- how about
we do this? dve us several nonths, |I'll cone whack to you and I'11
tell you what | -- if | haven't spent that noney, if | haven't nade a

significant dent in that noney and tell you where it's going and what
I need it for, then you can make that decision at that tine.

LEG CARACCI OLO

We want to nake sure there isn't a lapse or a mssed opportunity on
your part for not having funding in place. A couple of nonths you can
get by?

MR, GRECCO
Yeah. How can | -- | amdoing a solicitation in Riverhead, you know
what we're doi ng, okay.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ri ght.

MR, GRECCO

And it has been one of our primary objectives for this year is to
preserve Riverhead farmand, and | think it's very inportant. And I
need the 100% noney. If you take a portion of that noney away, we're
going to lose a lot of credibility.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Legi sl at or Al den.

LEG ALDEN:

Jim just so it clarifies it alittle bit, before you said that we're
antici pati ng how much noney under the Quarter Cent for farm and
preservation?

LEG CARACCI OLO
Four mllion this year.

MR. SPERO
About four million by the end of this year.
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LEG ALDEN:
Four mllion on top of the five million on top of the 20.
MR, SPERO
Five mllion is Capital noney, this will be --
LEG ALDEN:
That's pay-as-you-go.
MR, SPERO

-- four mllion pay-as-you-go noney.

file:/lIC|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm (117 of 144) [7/5/2002 11:40:13 AM]



file:///C)/I netpub/wwwroot/myweb/L egislature/clerk/cmeet/ep/2001/en021301R.htm

LEG ALDEN:
So four million pay-as-you-go for farm and acqui sition.

MR, SPERO
So that will be nine million by the end of this year.

LEG ALDEN
So nine mllion by the end of the year, okay. In addition to that,
there's still 20 mllion sitting in the G eenways, right?

MR, SPERO
Ri ght.

LEG ALDEN:
And that's the partnership type of thing.

MR. SPERO
That's right.

LEG ALDEN
Al right.

LEG BI NDER:
So $29 nillion.

LEG ALDEN

Now you' ve got $9 million in cash basically to go out and buy -- you
don't need a partner, there's nine mllion; are we going to spend nine
mllion or are we going to spend four or five mllion? Because we've
got cash coming in -- we don't have to borrow noney, we've got the
cash conming in --

MR, GRECCO
| under st and.

LEG ALDEN:
-- to the tune of $4 million.

MR, GRECCO
vell --

LEG ALDEN:
Why woul dn't use that first?
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MR GRECCO

I"manticipating that we're going to be doing a lot in Riverhead.
LEG ALDEN:

But a lot, five nmillionis lot, four nmllionis a lot.

MR GRECCO

I"'mthinking nore like ten mllion.
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LEG Bl NDER:
We're at nine mllion now

LEG ALDEN
Then we get back to the over subscription that you --

MR, GRECCO
| understand that.

LEG ALDEN:
No matter how much nmoney you put in there, an infinite nunber --

MR, GRECCO
' mover subscribed in 100% anyway.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
He's telling you that this year he's going to be super aggressive wth
the farm and program

MR, GRECCO
Absol ut el vy.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
And that $5 million is actually going to be --

MR, GRECCO
What we did in the Pine Barrens a couple of years ago nowis going to
happen in Riverhead Farnl and.

LEG ALDEN:
But we've got all of these other prograns that you're trying to close
and get together, too.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.
LEG ALDEN:

And it doesn't seemlike that we're going to be able to expend, again,
all the noney that we've got.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
You know, you ought to ask for nore staff.

MR GRECCO

We spent 47 million |last year, |'ve spent 20 million already this

year. | think we're going to do better than |last year. How nuch noney
111

do you think we have in all these prograns? You know, | have to

figure --

LEG ALDEN
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Well, 1'm hearing sonme nunbers here that --

MR, GRECCO
kay. In ternms of farm and --

LEG ALDEN:
Anyway, now we're up to over $9 nillion --

MR, GRECCO
Ri ght.

LEG ALDEN:
-- in this cash for farm and.

MR GRECCO
Ri ght.

LEG BI NDER:
Pl us 20.

MR, GRECCO
Ri ght .

LEG ALDEN:
Plus 20, so that's alnpst $30 million in farm and.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Yeah, farm and has a huge surpl us.

LEG CARACCI OLO

Huge. But he says he's going to spend it, he's going to blow through
it, he's got deals going under the G eenways Programin East Hanpton
and Sout hanmpt on whi ch have the 70/30 split and he needs the 45 million
to nove aggressively in Riverhead.

LEG ALDEN
Here's the point, Dave. If these -- if the towms want to work with us
and preserve land, then they don't grant zoning for -- like

oversaturation of town hones and things |like that, they can preserve
just by zoning. So for us to be like going out aggressively, that's
fine, but are there other parcels that are nore sensitive to
preserving as far as for water quality and things like that to
transfer sone noney out of this programto go after sone other
sensitive parcels? And that i think is sonething that we really --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
I don't think it's true that the towns can preserve --

MR, GRECCO

You know, 1'Il be nore than happy -- next committee neeting is March
5th? Onh, great, the day | get back. Well, M. Burke wll put

sonet hi ng t oget her.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
It's a long flight, you can prepare.

MR, GRECCO

You know, Legislator Caracciolo can support ne on this |I'msure, and
that is that Riverhead farns are under a trenendous anount of

devel opnent pressure.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Yep.

MR GRECCO
Greater than anywhere el se.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Yeah, but Allen, Allen, let's -- if we address each other's points
these discussions will go faster. His point is Riverhead -- Alden's
point is that Riverhead can take care of that through careful zoning;
isn't that your point?

LEG ALDEN:

Ri ght, and then we can go buy -- we can buy sone sensitive properties.
MR, GRECCO

| agree, | agree. The other thing, too, is | get a good value in

Ri verhead; | still get a good value in Riverhead for farnmns.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ri ght, the I and.

LEG ALDEN:
Yeah, but 1'd rather preserve sone sensitive --

LEG BI NDER:
(I naudi bl e).

MR, GRECCO
As opposed to Quldi's district?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

By agreeing with him though, you're suggesting that the only reason
we have the Farm and Preservation Programis to bail out Riverhead
politicians.

MR, GRECCO
No, no. The purpose of the programis to preserve an industry.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Ri ght.

MR, GRECCO
It's not an open space initiative, it's to preserve an industry.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I think the issue is nore conplicated than just zoning because there's
-- the zoning is not, you know --
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MR GRECCO

| think it's a serious issue and | think what you have to say is do we
want to recogni ze what we have and be selective in what we do and

pay- as-you-go and keep going at the same cost, or do we want to take a
nor e aggressive position and say, "Look, there's devel opnent pressure,

in the blink of an eye this County will |ook very different and we
want to do sonething now " If you want to say pay-as-you-go and, you
know, then we'll do that.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Then it will go.

MR, GRECCO
If you say we want to -- you know, we're drawing the Iine in the sand
and we want to be aggressive, fine, but | need sonme direction. |'m not

taking a policy position.

LEG BI NDER:
Can | just ask one question?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
And that's why we have the commttee, because we have a full range of
ar gunent s.

LEG ALDEN:
Take your vacation and we'll give you sone direction when you get
back.

LEG Bl NDER:
M. Chai rman?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
No, wait, stop.

LEG BI NDER:
| just want to ask one thing, if | can ask him sonething.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
No, you can't because Legislator Fisher is next.

LEG Bl NDER:
Oh, sorry.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
And, you know, |'ve been waiting for nore than an hour but | yield to
ever ybody.

LEG GULDI:
And you never stop talking while you do it.

LEG FI SHER
Ckay.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
At least I'min ny chair.
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LEG FI SHER
So may | ask ny question?
CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Yes, you may.
LEG FI SHER
Thank you. Allen, |'mjust perplexed about sonething and | just need

you to clarify it. A few m nutes ago you suggested that we have a
tremendous anmount of noney in farnl and acquisition and shouldn't we --
don't we have the ability to nove sone of that out and sonewhere el se
and Legislator Caracciolo said, "Wll, let's have a resolution," we
could do it by resolution. Wasn't that -- did | -- and now you're
saying we can't do that.

MR, GRECCO
Well, no. | didn't join --

LEG Fl SHER
Expl ain this.

MR. GRECCO

You know, | started doing nunbers in ny head and | started saying wait
a mnute, | don't think that's a good thing, and |I didn't have the
ability to discuss with you what we've been doi ng.

LEG FI SHER

Ckay. So we junped the gun on that one, okay.

MR GRECCO

I would prefer -- or at least give ne an opportunity to show you in

bl ack and white why | don't think we should nove those capital nonies.

LEG FI SHER:
Al right. | just wanted that clarified.

MR GRECCO
In fact --

LEG Fl SHER
You don't have to go on too long, | understand.

MR. GRECCO
Ckay.

LEG Fl SHER
Thank you

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ckay. Now, anybody el se?

MR, GRECCO
It really depends on what you want to do.
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Yes, on that very point. On that very point so that this is clearer to
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everyone. For 2001, what would you like to have set aside as a
farm and preservation budget and from what existing County
environnental protection progranms? W have G eenways which is a
70/ 30; yes?

MR, GRECCO
I would Iike to see everything in Preservation Partnership, because
not only --

LEG CARACCI OLO
Fifty/fifty.

MR, SABATI NGO
That just contradicts --

MR GRECCO
No, no, no, no, no.

LEG CARACCI OLO
See, that's why there's confusion

MR, GRECCO
I would Iike to see everything --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
He wants the option

MR, GRECCO
| want the option.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
He wants the option to have partnershi ps.

MR, GRECCO

| want the option to be able to | ook at properties as they cone in and
be able to not worry about the funding source, | would like to have
one pot.

LEG CARACCI OLO

But Allen, when we tal k about Riverhead, if you are saying you need
for the years -- | heard you say a little while ago $10 nmillion
right?

MR GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
And the point that Legislator Al den nade and Legi sl ator Binder is that
when you add up existing fund bal ances of five million in the Capita
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Program and Budget --

MR. GRECCO
Ri ght .

LEG CARACCI OLO
-- and four mllion that will be received fromthe sales tax, that
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gives us $9 mllion

MR. GRECCO
Ri ght .

LEG CARACCI OLO

Do you need sonething in excess of those two fundi ng sources from
anot her programto neet what you perceive will be the demand for this
year in farnland?

MR. GRECCO
No, | think |I should be okay with that.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay, so farmand is off the table. Let's go to open space.

MR, GRECCO

Open space, the anpbunts of noney | have, including the 2001 noney,
shoul d be sufficient to be able to cl ose the open space acquisitions
which I'"mvery close to negotiating.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Didn't you say earlier that you woul d be running out of noney by June,
open space acqui sitions?

MR, GRECCO
No, on drinking water.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Dri nki ng wat er, okay.

MR, GRECCO
Drinking water is a real problem

LEG CARACCI OLO
So open space and farm and, you feel confortable that you have
sufficient fund balances to carry us through the year.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay. Let's talk about Quarter Percent or Water Quality Protection
noney.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
He's $7 million short but he's going to get it through this year's
noney.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay. So now we've addressed 2001 funding for all environmenta
prograns?

MR, GRECCO
Well, assuming | can get a |inkage between the --
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Yes, we agreed that you can do that.

MR, GRECCO

Al right. And that sonme sort of -- are you in favor of sone sort of
resolution that sinply states anything authorized under the old
programis now authorized under the new progranf

LEG CARACCI OLO
I'"d like Counsel to answer that question. Wat's the best way to do
it, Paul?

MR, SABATI NGO
No, that's absurd because | have no idea what's sitting out there.
mean, that's a blank check --

MR, GRECCO
That's right.

MR.  SABATI NG
-- to just say that the whole array of --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
You' ve got to come in with your list which ones you want.

MR, GRECCO
Well, what I'"'msaying to you is |I've got these have 3,000 acres in the
Pi ne Barrens and a whol e bunch of other projects.

MR.  SABATI NG

Wait, wait, wait. You know, this 3,000 acres, it's being described as
though this is sonmehow a function of the Quarter Percent Program or
the County Legi sl ature.

MR GRECCO
It was.

MR. SABATI NO
No it's not.

MR GRECCO
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It was.

MR. SABATI NO
No, that's not true.

MR GRECCO
Under the old program

MR. SABATI NO
No, the 3,000 acres you're tal king about cane out of the State
| egislation in 19 --

MR, GRECCO
That's right.
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MR. SABATI NO
Well, that's not the Suffol k County Legislature that adopted that

stat ute.

MR. GRECCO

No, we didn't adopt the statute, but we had an Omi bus resolution, a
small lot and large ot which allowed us to go after all of it, if you
recall.

MR, SABATI NGO

Ckay. And you know what, you got as many parcels as you could within
exi sting funds, but that doesn't now beconme the driving force for an
entirely new program

MR, GRECCO
Absolutely. But what is to becone of it?

MR. SABATI NO
What is to becone of what?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
O the ones he didn't obtain, what happens?

MR GRECCO
Ri ght.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Those 3, 000 acres.

MR, SABATI NGO
On a case-by-case basis, you can cone back to the Legislature and seek
an acqui sition.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ckay, fine.

MR GRECCO
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Ckay, so we'll be parcel specific.

LEG CARACCI OLO
Al right. So now --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Hold on. Allen, is that what you need seven nmillion for?
MR, GRECCO
No.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Al right. So that's in addition --

MR GRECCO
What | need is outside the core stuff.

LEG CARACCI OLO
That's in addition, that's in addition.
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CHAI RMAN BI SHOP
Ckay, that's the problem

LEG CARACCI OLO
All right. So let's talk about, one last time, 2001. You're okay in
farm and, you're okay in open space.

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO

If you advance the seven nmillion fromthe nonies that will be coning
in under Quarter Percent, not a dance but transfer those funds,

what ever the proper termnology is.

MR. GRECCO
Ri ght .

LEG CARACCI OLO
You'll be fine on Water Quality Protection

MR. GRECCO
And the rest of you agree no further resolutions for environnental
acquisitions for the rest of the year?

LEG CARACCI OLO
Well, people can file resolutions but then you'll have to informus
that you don't have the funding for it.

MR GRECCO
Ckay.

LEG CARACCI OLO
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And then it conmes back to us to find the funding.

MR, CGRECCO
As | ong as you're aware.

LEG. CARACCI OLO
Al |l en?

MR, GRECCO
Yes.

LEG CARACCI OLO
That's the way it works.

MR, GRECCO
Ri ght, okay. You know, unless you're going to do separate bonds or
Capital offsets.

LEG CARACCI CLO

VWell, that's been done on occasi on.
MR, GRECCO
Absol ut el y.
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Al'l right, so that's an option.

MR, GRECCO
And | think we're conming to that point that you're going to have to
under stand why sonething --

LEG CARACCI OLO
That's an option, that requires 12 votes and that's an option.

MR, SABATI NG

Well, just for the record, that's exactly how the Open Space Program
was done from 1986 to the present date, | nean, that's not revel ation.
It's just that you have get offsets.

LEG CARACCI OLO
So we're not setting any new policy as far as that goes.

LEG GULDI:
Can | --

LEG. CARACCI OLO
The i ssue before us is this resolution, 1021.

LEG GULDI :
Ri ght.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
And --
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LEG GULDI:
And on 1021, | want to nake a notion to table.

LEG FIELDS
Ri ght .

LEG FI SHER:
Second.

LEG CARACCI OLO

Okay. But | wanted to hear from M. Gecco before |I conclude what your
position is on this resolution, because this is a perspective funding
source for the Division of Real Estate.

MR, GRECCO
If we get that funding source, it's going to inpact the way we do
business. It is clearly going to give us a significant funding

source. There's going to be positives and there's going to be
negatives to it. The positives is that we're going to be able to be
conmpetitive with the devel opers for any parcel which we deem
appropriate. The negatives is that there are going to be parcels

whi ch are not that inportant to acquire but for the fact that we have
the funding and there's going to be a race to see how quickly we can
spend it. And then |I project forward, what is to becone after that?
After we have taxed ourselves for a quarter percent for | don't know
how many years, after we bonded ourselves for $60 mllion under

121

Greenways, and after we front load this entire program It's al
great, |I'mnot against it, but what then? W know we're not going to
save this planet, we know we're not going to get everything.

LEG CARACCI OLO
But couldn't the same question --

MR GRECCO
And then what is to happen at that point? So the question is what is
your foreseeability, what is your will?

LEG Bl NDER:
We buy nore.

MR, GRECCO
Per haps 25% was not a terrible idea

LEG CARACCI OLO
Ch, you and | agree about that.

MR, GRECCO
Ckay? So that you have the best of both worlds.

LEG CARACCI OLO
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Qovi ously some of the people who sponsored it originally had second
t houghts after all.

MR GRECCO
You know, it is good and it is bad, there are argunents on both sides
and |I'mnot going to suggest otherw se.

LEG CARACCI OLO

All, let me quickly go to Budget Review. Fred, in terns of this
resol ution and the bonding costs that would be incurred under it,
woul d that direction by consistent with the Legislature's desire over
the | ast decade to keep County debt service -- reduce County debt
service and keep it at a level that is sustainable and affordabl e?

MR. SPERO
This debt won't inpact CGeneral fund property taxes. This is going to
be funded out of the Quarter Cent Program

LEG CARACCI OLO
No, | know that, but | want it on the record so other people
under stand what this does and what it doesn't do.

MR. SPERO
The termof the bonds, if any are issued, would be structured to
conformto the termination of that program

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
| think everybody wants to nove on

LEG Bl NDER:
M. Chai rman?
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LEG CARACCI OLO
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
I want to get one question in at some point, but I will yield to
Legi sl at or Bi nder.

LEG Bl NDER:

Yeah, let nme just follow that up. So but now we're going to be going
after the sales tax and what if we have a significant downturn in
sales tax in a tine when we need to be paying these bonds back? Can
you tell me about that? Because we're not putting it on General Fund
property taxes. Talk to ne a little bit about a downturn in our
fundi ng source.

MR. SPERO

Well, you would only borrow an anount of noney and project your debt
service and you'd have to have enough coverage to cover that debt.
Make sure that no nmatter what happens you woul d have enough sal es tax
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to cover that debt.

LEG BI NDER:

And if we had a significant downturn, would we have to use noney that
we woul d norrmal ly use as a pay-as-you-go type noney? Because now the
idea -- see, the idea here is that we can only use it when we need it,
right, we can only borrow when we need it and other tines we're going
to pay-as-you-go. But if we had a significant downturn and we had a
draw upon that noney for debt service, wouldn't that then limt our
ability to keep buying | and as pay-as-you-go because now we're goi ng
to be paying debt service on old | and we bought and we're no | onger
buyi ng | and which we tal k about is appreciating every five m nutes,
right?

MR. SPERO

Even bonds in the first Water Quality Program were issued as Genera
County obligations. Even though they were covered by the sal es tax,
they were general County obligations and not tied specifically to the
revenue of that sal es tax.

LEG BI NDER:
But | think that --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Over the long run | and appreciates, though, right; you agree?

LEG Bl NDER:

Agree. But the problemwhich just became clear is while we're not
putting this on the General Fund, we're putting it in sales tax. Sales
tax in an environment of possibly decreasing sales tax anmounts. |If you
then have to dedicate anounts that -- and we're getting | ess noney
than we figured or projected, that neans that there's | ess noney to
buy | and because it has to go to debt service, nore of a percentage of
t he anmount coming in.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
So let nme just --
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LEG BI NDER:
And that can hurt our bond program

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

That's a theoretical and it's a valid one, but let ne point this out

wi th actual nunbers. |If we were to borrow at the current 50% of prine
rate which is the Environnental Facilities Corporation rate and we
were to borrow the entire anmount up front, you know, conpletely

bl owi ng through our discretion and saying we're going to borrow every
single penny that we can that's authorized, how nuch woul d the debt
service be? | think | know the answer. | think we could -- under
that scenario we could borrow $79 nillion and the total debt service
would only be 13 nmillion, 92 mllion
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LEG Bl NDER:
Debt service, annual debt service?

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
The entire cost of the debt.

LEG ALDEN:
Seventy-ni ne plus 13.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Right, so you're really only speaking about $13 million.

LEG ALDEN
No, you're talking --

LEG BI NDER:
No, you have to pay back the principal and the interest.

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP
Yeah.

LEG ALDEN
Then you have to | ook at your revenue stream how does that match up?

MR POLLERT:

One of the difficulties is yesterday one of the exhibitors at the
NYSAC Conference was this group that does the subsidized borrow ngs
and | picked up a lot of literature fromthem W have al so contacted
themin person. It's not as seanl ess as a process as you have been
led to believe, there's an application process. They just don't
advance you the funds. You could actually |ose parcels because you
have to be part of their planned borrowing. So dealing with themis
not as seanless as it woul d appear

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
But no one's going to borrow 79 million up front or --

MR. POLLERT:
Right. But what |'msaying is --
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

-- anything like that. The point was that if went out and did the
nost aggressive and probably sone woul d argue i nprudent borrow ng, the
total cost of the borrowing would only be $13 million. And | would
argue that if you bought $79 million of land today, that in 12 years
it would appreciate a hell of alot nmore within $13 mllion. | think
that's your argunent and |'ve heard you insist that.

MR. POLLERT:
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Ri ght.

LEG CARACCI OLO
And nore inportantly, it may not be available, it nay have been
devel oped.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ri ght, and the nobst basic argunent that it nmay be gone.

MR POLLERT:

Just one point that | had wanted to neke, though, is we had been |ed
to believe that there's an application process. So if you have a

pi ece of property that you want to purchase today, you will not be
able to use the New York State funding nechani sm you have to go

t hrough an application process and it has to be prioritized. So there
could be a three, four, five, six, seven nonth wait while they review
the application for -- to neet the eligibility.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
You shoul d be happy about that.

MR. POLLERT:

So that what you nay have to do is what was done in the past is if the
County has the authority to issue the bonds, issue the bonds and then
refinance themlater on with this | ower cost type of financing.

LEG ALDEN:
We can't do it under this resolution, though

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP
Ri ght .

MR. POLLERT:
It doesn't appear that you can. But if the resolution is tabled, that
woul d give us an opportunity to find out --

LEG ALDEN:
No, don't fool around with it, just leave it.

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP
| don't knowif we want to do that kind of --

LEG FI ELDS
Motion to table.
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
The notion to table offered by Legislator Quldi and Legi sl ator
Fi sher --

LEG CARACAPPA:
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"Il second.

LEG Bl NDER:
M. Chairman, can | --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
I's the purpose of the tabling to cone up with cl earer |anguage?

LEG GULDI:
The purpose was not to necessarily cone up with clearer |anguage, but
to analyze, reflect on and consider the |anguage rather than in --

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Which is what you failed to do in this last period?

LEG Bl NDER

M. Chairman, can | --

LEG GULDI :

You guys were still making up your m nd which version you were going

to nove, and until you did that |I didn't want to spend a lot of tine
anal yzing stuff that wasn't going to get noved for approval.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Counsel , what day was this final version?

LEG FI SHER
The 25t h.

MR, SABATI NO
January 25t h.

LEG GULDI:
January 25t h.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
And today is the what?

MR. SABATI NO
The 13t h.

LEG Bl NDER:
M. Chai rman?

LEG GULDI:
The 13th, yeah, but you didn't tell us you really neant it.

LEG BI NDER:
M. Chai rman, before --
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CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
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Touche

LEG BI NDER:
Before you call the vote, can | ask Allen G ecco one nore thing?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Sur e.

MR GRECCO
Yes?

LEG Bl NDER:

One nore thing. You had said there are a nunber of parcels that -- so
you' re over subscribed, you' ve got all these acceptances, you've got
this pile that you want to go upstairs. Are these all crucial
sensitive, inportant -- why are these all inportant that every one of
these -- because we're over subscribed, so we want to buy all of
these. Let's assune that all of these we want, okay, every one of
them that you have acceptances on, why are they inportant to us? 1Is
this because they were in the water -- groundwater protection area?

MR, GRECCO
No, not necessarily. You know, land is unique. It's the first thing
we | earned, right, in equity, land is unique?

LEG BI NDER:
Yeah. Well, we could buy all of Suffolk County that right now doesn't
have a house on it. | nean, we can do that.

MR GRECCO
That is true, that's true.

LEG ALDEN
No, even with the houses on it, why not?

MR, GRECCO
But no --

LEG BI NDER
Ch, we could buy the houses, too, | guess. Yeah, we could buy the
houses.

MR, GRECCO

We buy for different reasons, whether it's water quality, whether it's
open space, parks, etcetera. The one | was npbst concerned about was
preserving an industry which is the farmng industry, it happens to be
our ol dest acqui sition program

LEG BI NDER:
| understand. But |'m

MR, GRECCO
And | think --
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LEG BI NDER:

I"mright nowin the Quarter Percent, this is about Quarter Percent
noney.

MR GRECCO

Ri ght .

LEG Bl NDER

Let ne ask you a question. Could you give ne, could you give ne the
list of these acceptances? | don't want to know -- | don't want the
-- | don't want the anopunts, obviously, |I don't want to see how nuch

for, but 1'd like to know whi ch ones we have acceptances on. So how
many we have, what they are, and if you can put just a little note by
it why it's inportant that we go forward with this so I can understand
why we --

MR. GRECCO
Ckay.

LEG BI NDER:

-- are seven nmillion behind and why all of these put us seven mllion
behi nd and why we want all of these. That's what 1'd like to
under st and.

MR GRECCO
Ckay. | --

LEG BI NDER:
| nmean, it's --

MR GRECCO
This is not a brand new revelation, |'ve cautioned this conmttee on
this several tines.

LEG Bl NDER:
I under st and.

MR, GRECCO
Nunmber one. Number two, there is arising --

LEG BI NDER
And it's not a criticismor anything.

MR. GRECCO
No, | under st and.

LEG Bl NDER:
| just want to know what's --

MR, GRECCO

No, it is areality, it is areality. There's another thing which is
food for thought, we may be at the peak of the real estate market
anyway.

LEG Bl NDER
I'"l'l sell ny house.
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MR, GRECCO
And if, in fact, you know, we buy at the height of the market and
borrow, it nakes it even worse. |It's a crap shoot. |If you believe

that the real estate is going to continue to rise and we can borrow at
arate less than the way it's going to rise, thenit's a good
investment. On the other hand --

LEG BI NDER:
But if the bottomfalls out --

MR GRECCO

-- if you believe that the bottomfalls out and we're buying at the
hei ght of the market and borrow ng, then we've nmade a bad investnent.
So --

LEG Bl NDER
But I'mjust --

MR. GRECCO
It's if you're |ooking at nunber crunching -- but again, | say land is
uni que.

LEG BI NDER:

Just so you understand, | am concerned because it's easy to say | have
plenty to buy because -- and |'msure there's nore to buy and |I'msure
we're putting in nore resolutions to tell you to buy.

MR. GRECCO
Yeah.

LEG BI NDER:

Ri ght, but that doesn't nean we need to or should for very sound
reasons buy all the parcels that are out there. And if we had a good
priority system that maybe instead of being seven nillion in the hole
we' re actually ahead because we really don't have to buy all of them

MR, GRECCO
We actually do have sone priority systens, for exanple, in open space
Greenways we've had a priority system

LEG Bl NDER:
No, | under st and.
MR. GRECCO

And we're follow ng that.

LEG BI NDER:
I"'mtrying to really focus on this program this one, this Quarter
Percent is over subscribed. Al the acceptances we have, where are

they, | nean, maybe -- | want to know what they are and why they're
i nportant that we buy -- a short thing on why each one of them--
MR, GRECCO

Under st ood.
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LEG FI ELDS
And can you list them by town?

MR, GRECCO
Oh, yeah. Section, block and | ot, acreage, the whole
do that.

LEG BI NDER:
G eat.

LEG FI ELDS
Can we have it by the next neeting?

MR, GRECCO
You ki ddi ng?

LEG FI ELDS:
Wl 1, you nust have the |ist.

LEG Bl NDER:
Not wi t hout npre staff.

LEG FI ELDS
Don't you have the list in front of a grid?

MR, GRECCO
I"mflying back the night before. | mean -- 1I'lIl see

LEG FIELDS

Al'len, how do you know what to do next if you don't have them al

witten down?

MR, GRECCO

No, | do have them it's just, you know --

LEG Bl NDER:

Culling; culling is hard, | know, when you don't have it

that we're asking for it.

MR, GRECCO
I"mgoing for hit you guys for nore staff.

LEG Bl NDER:

in the order

| understand. When you don't have it in the formthat we're asking

for it, it makes it difficult.

MR GRECCO
Yeah. | have it in --

LEG Bl NDER:
But for us to nmake a decision --
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MR, GRECCO

| have it in form you know, and -- but if what you're asking ne for
is additional information as to why | need it, well then | have to go
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back to say Loretta as to what the sensitivity of the parcels are. But
it can be put together, you know.

LEG BI NDER:
Great. Thanks.

MR GRECCO
Ch, sure.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Are we finally exhausted?

LEG BI NDER:
I think so. | have to go to the bathroom anyway.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Wonderful . George, back to your cage.

LEG GULDI:
Al right, I"'min ny cage.

CHAI RMAN BI SHOP:
1021, there's a notion to table.

LEG FI SHER:
And a second.

LEG GULDI:
M. Chairman, call the question, please.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Motion to table by Legislator Guldi, second by Legislator Fisher. Al
intable? Al in favor?

LEG GULD :
Favor, favor.

LEG Fl SHER:
Al |l under the table.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
1021 is tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

1022 - Inplenenting G eenways Programin connection with acquisition
of active parklands at Ri verhead (Town of Riverhead) (Caracciolo). W
already tabled that, is that correct? Yes, that is correct, |

bel i eve.
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1851-01 - Inplenenting G eenways Programin connection with
acquisition of active parklands at M anobgue --

LEG FI SHER:
That was tabled al so, wasn't it?

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
We tabled that as well.
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2029-01 --

LEG Fl SHER
Why are these repeated?

CHAlI RMAN BI SHOP
I think we took them out of order because the Council man was here,
per haps.

LEG FI SHER
Ch.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

-- Adopting Local Law No. 2001, a Charter Law to inpose additiona
requi renents on Suffol k County Community G eenways Fund for active
par kl and acqui sitions (Caracciol o).

LEG CARACCI OLO
Town Board resol ution?

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
No, this is -- you have some sort of Charter Law to inpose new
requi renents on active parks?

LEG Fl SHER
Excuse me, M. Chair, they were repeated. That M anbgue has two
nunmbers, 1851 and 1044.

LEG CARACCI OLO
They're different prograns, different prograns.

LEG GULDI :
Di fferent fundi ng nechani sns.

LEG Fl SHER
Ckay.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Ckay, so let's go back to this M anogue. You want to table this,
correct?

LEG CARACCI OLO
Yes.
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LEG FI SHER
Oh, active open space, | see.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion to table by Legislator Caracciolo, second by nyself. 1851 is
tabl ed (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

The one preceding that, 1022, what's the deal with that? 1022-01 -
| mpl enenti ng Greenways Programin connection with acquisition of
active parklands at Riverhead (Town of Riverhead) (Caracci ol o0.
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LEG CARACAPPA
Same thing, notion to table.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Motion to table by Legislator Caracciolo, second by nyself. That is
tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

Al'l right, that brings us to 2029-01 - Adopting Local Law NO 2000
a Charter Law to inpose additional requirenments on Suffol k County
Community Greenways Fund for active parkland acquisitions
(Caracciol 0).

LEG CARACAPPA
Motion to table

LEG BI NDER:
Second.

LEG GULD :
Second.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP
Al right, 2029 is tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

2031-00 - Approving acquisition under Suffolk County Land Preservation
Part nership Program (Rol ling OCaks Gol f Course in Rocky Point) (Town of
Br ookhaven) (Haley). Is this eligible, does anybody know?

MR GRECCO
We need a Town Board resol ution

LEG CARACCI OLO
Motion to table.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP

Now, | just want to point out that the G eenways Prograns specifically
says that you can't -- oh, it's land partnership preservation, excuse
ne.

2037-00 - Inplenenting --
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LEG FI ELDS:
VWait, wait, wait, we didn't table that.

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP:
Yes, we did.

LEG GULDI :
Call the question.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Motion by nyself, second by Legislator Caracciolo. Tabled (VOTE:
7-0-0-0).

2037-00 - Inplenenting G eenways Programin connection with
acqui sition of active parklands in Lindenhurst (Town of Babyl on)
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(Bishop). Motion to table by nyself, second by Legislator Fisher.
Al in favor? Opposed? 2037 is tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

2184-00 - Amendi ng 2000 Operating Budget and appropriating funds from
the Water Quality Protection Program Fund 475, and Environnent al
Trust Fund, Fund 176, in connection with the Town Revenue Sharing for
the acquisition of land for the Towns of R verhead, Southol d,

Sout hanpt on, Brookhaven, East Hanpton and Huntington. (County
Executive).

LEG GULD :
Mot i on.

LEG FI SHER:
Second.

LEG ALDEN
Questi on.

CHAI RMAN Bl SHOP:
This is the left over --

MR.  SABATI NG
This has been tabled tw ce because you keep asking for soneone to cone
down.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Right. D d anybody find out the answer?

LEG CARACCI OLO
The answer is --

MR. SPERO

The answer is you could adopt this resolution, this is a finite anmount
of nmoney and it's not dependent on the final sales tax comng in for
the 12-5 (E) Program
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CHAI RMAN BI SHOP:
Mot i on.

LEG ALDEN:
On the notion, though.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Hold on. Mbtion by nyself, second by Legislator Guldi. On the notion,
Legi sl ator Al den w shes to be heard.

LEG ALDEN:

There's a couple of towns that are missing fromthere, they were
separate -- that was a separate resolution?

LEG FI SHER

They were separate.

LEG GULD :

They got theirs

LEG ALDEN

Right, |'mjust naking sure.

CHAI RVAN Bl SHOP:
Al in favor? Opposed? 2184 is tabled (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

LEG GULDI:
Appr oved.

CHAI RVAN BI SHOP:
Approved, excuse ne. |'msorry. (VOTE: 7-0-0-0).

Motion to adjourn by nyself, second by Legislator Alden. Al in
favor? Opposed? W stand adj our ned.

(*The neeting was adjourned at 6:21 A M?*)

Legi sl ator Davi d Bi shop, Chairnan
Envi ronnment, Land Acquisition & Pl anning

{ } - Denotes Spelled Phonetically
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