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   (*The meeting was called to order at 9:44 A.M.*) 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Good morning.  I'd like to welcome everybody to the first meeting of the special Ethics Commission 
Review Committee.  We'll start, like with all of our meetings, with standing for a salute to the flag.  
 
      Salutation 
 
Good morning, everyone.  Under my authority as the Presiding Officer, specifically 3A-12 of our duly 
adopted rules, I officially call this special committee meeting to order.  I would like to start off by 
outlining what my colleagues and I hope to achieve by the time we conclude this process.  
 
The Suffolk County Ethics Commission was created by the Legislature and this Legislature is charged 
with oversight of that commission, as well as oversight to every function of Suffolk County 
government.  I've been in this body for nine-and-a-half years.  I'm one of the senior members of 
the Legislature, and I have no in-depth understanding of how the Ethics Commission functions.  
When media stories are the only way we learn about Ethics Commission activities, something is 
wrong.  We as an oversight body have failed in properly overseeing the operation of the Ethics 
Commission.  The reason for this formation of this special committee was to ensure that we 
competently perform that oversight function.   
 
Over the next several weeks we will examine the process and procedures used by the Ethics 
Commission so that we, as an oversight body, have a clear understanding of how the commission 
performs its vital role.  At the end of the process, we envision this committee issuing a report to the 
rest of our colleagues that will either endorse the work of the commission or point out deficiencies in 
the commission's work and suggest ways to improve their functions.  It is our hope that this special 
committee will come forward with a list of recommendations to help the Ethics Commission, which is 
the moral compass of Suffolk County government, to be more effective.   
 
I would be remiss if we did not address much of the rhetoric that has been fired at this committee 
before we even have had our first official meeting.  This committee was not formed in order to 
attack any commission members, past and present, who volunteer their valuable time for the 
County.  It is not an attack on the administrator of the commission.  We are not charged with 
examining any particular Legislator or County Executive.  We will be looking at specific actions of 
the commission to make sure that they are consistent with the law as adopted by this body, and that 
the decisions of the commission are applied consistently to all parties overseen by the commission. 
Finally, we want to ensure that the commission is operating as Legislators envisioned when they 
wrote the law, and that the commission's members are totally independent of any influence from 
any elected official or other outside source.  
 
Having defined our role, we'd like to go over some procedures that the four of us have agreed to.  
We will not be taking any testimony today from any individual.  Last week we received a request 
from the County Attorney that a Mr. Mark Davies be allowed to testify today telephonically, and then 
it was changed to him being here in person.  Yesterday the County Executive's press office issued a 
news release that a legal brief is going to be presented to us by Mr. Schlesinger on behalf of County 
Executive Levy as to which disclosure statement is appropriate.  And the news release concludes by 
Mr. Mark Smith, the Deputy Director of Communications for the County Executive, that we should 
suspend the committee's work because we haven't met a certain threshold.  I say back to Mr. 
Smith, what threshold?  We haven't started yet.  This committee will be happy to review Mr. 
Schlesinger's brief.  If he could just leave it with the Clerk, I'll make sure that all the 
commission -- all the committee members get it and we'll go over it meticulously.  As far as Mr. 
Davies is concerned, we will take testimony from Mr. Davies when this committee is ready for that 
testimony.   
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Having said that, I'm going to make a motion, seconded by Legislator Kennedy, to authorize Mr. 
Conway to seek specific documents as he will outline to the committee and the opportunity to 
interview certain individuals to fulfill our role as overseer of the Ethics Commission.   
I make the motion.  

 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Second. 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Second by Legislator Kennedy.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
 
Mr. Conway, would you like to say something?  You have to hold to talk.  
 
MR. CONWAY: 
Yes.  Thank you.   
 
MR. SCHLESINGER: 
Mr. Presiding Officer, I'm Steve Schlesinger.  I'd like to call your attention to Chapter 664 of the 
Legislative Rule.  I'd like to call your attention to 664 of the Legislative Rules; 664-8, Rule 8, 
requires at the beginning of any Legislative committee meeting, a public session be held.  We 
properly put in cards asking for our three minutes to address this committee, and the rule is a 
hundred percent clear that any committee meeting of the Legislature must have a public session at 
its commencement.  So we are asking that the rule be obeyed by this committee. 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
This is not a standing committee of the Legislature; this is a special committee to look into the 
workings of the Ethics Commission.  Our Counsel has opined that we do not have to have a public 
portion; therefore, your request is denied.  Thank you very much.   
 
MR. SCHLESINGER: 
Respectfully, there is no distinction in the Statute. 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
There is no public comment.  Mr. Conway? 
 
MR. CONWAY: 
Thank you, Presiding Officer Lindsay.  On August 17th of 2010, the full body of the Suffolk County 
Legislature voted to hire me as independent Counsel to assist the Special Committee's investigation 
into the workings of the Suffolk County Ethics Commission.   
 
Since my appointment, I have had the opportunity to meet with the committee, to review various 
documents, most of which were largely in the public domain, and to review and familiarize myself 
with the Suffolk County Ethics Code and other relevant statutes.  Additionally, I have had informal 
discussions with attorneys representing certain individuals, as well as certain entities.  Based upon 
my preliminary review, I have formulated a list of documents I feel the necessity to review, as well 
as a list of individuals I would like the opportunity to speak with.  I have provided those documents 
and names to this committee.  It is my hope that those I wish to speak with will do so voluntarily 
and that the documents I seek production of will likewise be provided voluntarily and expeditiously.  
 
At this time, my preliminary investigation has not and will not focus on any one individual, but 
instead will be a non-biased, non-political inquiry into the workings of the Ethics Commission.  I 
have the utmost respect of the current Commissioners, as well as those who have served in the 



  

4 

 

past, as well as the current Director and previous Directors.  My role is one of a fact-finder, and I 
will endeavor to do a fair and complete review.  As such, I have not made any conclusion 
whatsoever and will simply follow the facts as they develop.  In order to do that job, it is imperative 
that I review the necessary documents and speak to individuals in order to make any determinations 
regarding the workings of the Ethics Commission.   
 
In that respect, I will be serving demands for documents and requests for interviews after this 
proceeding is concluded.  Upon the conclusion of my inquiry, the special committee of this 
Legislature will announce dates for public hearings to be held in this matter.  Thank you. 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Thank you, Mr. Conway.  Would any of my fellow committee members like to say anything?  No, 
okay.  I'll entertain a motion to adjourn.  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Motion.    
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Motion by --  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Oh, we have to first vote to give -- 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Yes, I'm sorry.  We have to cast our vote.  We didn't cast a vote yet on giving Mr. Conway the 
authority; am I correct?   

 
MR. LAUBE: 
No, you didn't. 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Okay.  We have a motion and a second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions? 
 
MR. LAUBE: 
Four. 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Okay.  I'll make a motion to adjourn.  

 
LEG. COOPER: 
Second. 
 
P.O. LINDSAY: 
Motion by Legislator Nowick, second by Legislator Cooper.   
All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  We stand adjourned.   
 
    (*The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 A.M.*) 


