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 (*The meeting was called to order at 10:11 a.m.) 

 
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome to the Budget and Finance Committee.  Please rise 
and join the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislature Muratore.   
 

(Pledge of Allegiance)   
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
We're waiting for the PA system.  
 
Okay.  Thank you, and good morning once again.  To the Clerk, have we received any cards for the 
public portion today?   
 
MS. ORTIZ: 
No, sir.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Okay.  We'll turn, then, right to the tabled resolutions. 
 
The first is Resolution number 1073 of 2012, Amending the 2012 Operating Budget to 
transfer funds from the Assessment Stabilization Reserve Fund (Fund 404) and amending 
the 2012 Capital Budget and appropriating funds for the Village of Northport for 
Wastewater Treatment Collection System Improvements (CP 8193) (Spencer)   
 
This bill has been recommitted from the floor of the Legislature, and I believe we're still waiting for 
the Sewer Committee to make a determination.  So Legislator Schneiderman offers a motion to 
table.  I'll -- second by Legislator Muratore.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion 
carries.  (Tabled:  4-0-0-1, Leg. Horsley Not Present) 
 
1611-2012, Amending the 2012 Operating Budget to purchase Emergency Integrated 
Lifesaving Lanyard (EMILY) units (Romaine).  Motion by Legislator Muratore to table.  I'll 
second.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries.  
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Abstention.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
One abstention.  Please note the abstention of Legislator Schneiderman on that last vote.  
(Tabled:  3-0-1-1, Leg. Horsley Not Present, Leg. Schneiderman abstained) 
 
Resolution 1703 of 2012, Adopting Local Law No. -2012, A Charter Law to adopt tax policy 
prior to Election Day (“Taxpayer Awareness Act 
Part 1”) (Cilmi).   
 
I'll offer a motion to table.  Second by Legislator Muratore.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  
Motion carries.  (Tabled:  4-0-0-1, Leg. Horsley not present)   
 
1704-2012, Adopting Local Law No. -2012, A Charter Law to require open deliberations in 
budget amendment process (“Taxpayer Awareness Act 
Part 2”) (Cilmi).  I'll offer a motion to table.  Second by Legislator Muratore.  All in favor?  
Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries.  Resolution is tabled.  (Tabled:  4-0-0-1,  
Leg. Horsley not present)   
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1705-2012, Adopting Local Law No. -2012, A Charter Law to improve transparency and 
participation in setting spending priorities (“Taxpayer Awareness Act Part 3”) (Cilmi).  I'll 
offer a motion to table. 
 
LEG. MURATORE: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Second by Legislator Muratore.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?   
Motion carries.(Tabled:  4-0-0-1, Leg. Horsley not present)    
 
1947-2012, Adopting Local Law No. -2012, A Charter Law to establish multi-year budget 
plan (Cilmi).  This requires a public hearing.  I'll offer a motion to table.   
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Second by Legislator Schneiderman.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries. 
(Tabled/Public Hearing:  4-0-0-1, Leg. Horsley not present)  
  
1982-2012, To readjust, compromise, and grant refunds and charge-backs on real 
property correction of errors by:  County Legislature (Control No. 904-2012) (Co. Exec.).  
I'll offer a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar.   
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Second by Legislator Schneiderman.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries. 
(Approved/Consent Calendar:  4-0-0-1, Leg. Horsley not present)    
 
Resolution 1992-2012, To readjust, compromise, and grant refunds and chargebacks on 
correction or errors/County Treasurer by:  County Legislature No. 376-2012 (Co. Exec.).  
Same motion, same second, and same vote. (Approved/Consent Calendar:  4-0-0-1, Leg. 
Horsley not present)    
 
Without objection, next is Resolution 2023-2012, Adopting Local Law No. -2012, A Local Law 
to authorize a real property tax exemption for improvements to Real Property Meeting 
Certification Standards for Green Buildings (Schneiderman).  Requires a public hearing.   
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Motion to table.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Motion to table by the sponsor, Legislator Schneiderman.  I'll second -- or second by Legislator 
Muratore.  Thank you.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries.   
(Tabled/Public Hearing:  5-0) 
 
Next is Resolution 2024-2012, Resolution of the Legislature of the County of Suffolk, 
providing exemptions from sales and compensating use taxes for receipts from sales of, 
and consideration given or contracted to be given for, or for the use of, property and 
services exempt from state sales and compensating use taxes pursuant to subdivision 
(hh) of section 1115 of the New York Tax Law, pursuant to Article 29 of the Tax Law of 



BF 11/13/12 

 

the State of New York. (Romaine) 
 
I'm going to ask for a very quick explanation because it's kind of a convoluted title, to our counsel, 
please.   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
And I apologize for the title and the format of the resolution, but this comes directly from the State 
Department of Taxation and Finance.  This is to exempt from our sales tax the installation of 
commercial -- on commercial properties of solar panels.  We presently have that exemption for the 
residential installation, but this would be for commercial buildings as well, as authorized by the 
State.   
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
All right.  Thank you, Mr. Nolan.  I would also ask that, for me to consider this bill, I would like to 
know, at least, what the impact would be to the sales tax given the state of the County finances 
right now.  So, to Budget Review Office, has there been any request or any kind of 
back-of-the-envelope computation done on what this would cost the County?  Because it's good 
policy, but the question is can we afford to do it, and what would be the cost?   
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
We don't have any data on that.  The sales tax typically is not supplied at that level.  We could look 
further into it to see if any analysis has been done upstate, maybe their research people, but we 
don't have that level of detail. 
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
I would think, I mean -- I think the residential component is probably larger, which we've already 
exempted, correct?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
Yes. 
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
So I think adding commercial properties makes sense.  I'm going to support this.  I'll make a 
motion to approve. 
 
LEG. MURATORE: 
Second. 
 
LEG. NOWICK: 
I'm just trying to understand if a commercial building does improvements, what kind of 
improvements:  solar panels or all sorts of improvements?   
 
MR. NOLAN: 
It's, I think, definitely solar panels.  Frankly, I've forgotten all the details about this particular 
resolution.  I looked at the title, and I didn't know what it was, but I can get that you that 
information after the meeting, if you like.  I can give you the State legislation.  You can see exactly 
what's authorized to be exempted.   
 
LEG. NOWICK: 
If it would please the committee, it is a good idea, and it is good policy, but I think we could wait 
another cycle to find out what the financial impact is on the County.  If it's minimal -- I don't know 
how many corporations and companies and commercial buildings are putting in panels.  I assume if 
they are doing that, they are doing that to save money on their -- let's use that word, the "L" 
word -- their LIPA bill, which is a wonderful thing for them.  I would like to wait to see how it 
impacts the County.  If it's minimal -- 
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LEG. HORSLEY: 
Do we know a timeline on this?   
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
It takes effect in March. 
 
LEG. NOWICK: 
It's not a rush. 
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
It is on green energy systems; at least, that's how I understand it.  It seems to me, basically, in 
light of that, you know, you know, Hurricane Sandy, we did have so many gas stations and 
commercial business that were out, it seems to me we'd want to encourage them to develop 
systems that were independent. 
 
LEG. NOWICK: 
I do agree with you, Legislator Schneiderman.  In light of Hurricane Sandy, all those permits will be 
down, anyway, and God knows if they'd ever go back up again.  I'm just saying -- I'm not 
disagreeing, I'm just saying to do our due diligence in this committee, if we could just get some idea 
of the economic impact.   
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
And if I could add to that, Legislator Nowick, I agree with you.  Not only the impact to the County, 
but also, this may already be incentivized at other levels of government and also the companies that 
are doing this, if they are saving on their own utility bills, would be another incentive.  So, you 
know, in theory, it sounds great that the County grant a further exemption, but I'd like to know at 
least what exemptions are already out there, how are the companies benefitting, what are they 
going to save, and is the incentive required, and if you conclude that the incentive is required, the 
next inquiry would be what is it going to cost us.  So I'm not going to vote for this until I know what 
other policies are in place.  Is this actually required?  Would it result in more solar panels going up?  
I mean, if there are five incentives already out there and the panels are not being built, I'm not so 
sure this would incentivize it to the extent required, but if it did, what's it costing the County?  
That's my position on this. 
 
LEG. NOWICK: 
And my guess is anything we hear about that's green and saves energy, of course we listen.  But 
my guess is at the cost of those solar panels, which is a wonderful thing, you have to be one wealthy 
commercial building.  And Legislator Horsley probably knows the cost of it.  I'm not so sure we're 
going to be putting up solar panels because they say, "Oh, gee, we can save money."  It's like going 
to Costco; you know, I save so much money, I'm broke.   
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
LIPA has been doing some feed into us that are supposed to incentivize this kind of thing.  There's 
another bill we just tabled for public hearing that will allow property tax increases on these types of 
construction activities to be phased in.  When a commercial business looks at doing a green energy 
system, often the numbers just don't work.  It takes so long to get ahead that they don't do it.  It's 
really a lot of these things combined might actually make the difference.  To me, what's the cost if a 
commercial business, a restaurant, whatever it might be, is out of power and has to shut down for 
several weeks and then we get no sales tax from any of their activities.  So, you know, this 
might -- even though we are waiving the sales tax on the solar panels, we might be actually coming 
out ahead in the in long run by having these systems.  I don't understand why we would want to 
wait on this personally.   
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LEG. NOWICK: 
I don't disagree with you in theory.  I'm just saying let's find out the numbers and find out the 
impact.   
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
There's been a motion to approve made by Legislator Schneiderman, seconded by Legislator 
Muratore.  I'm going to offer a motion to table. 
 
LEG. NOWICK: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO:  
Second by Legislator Nowick.  The motion to table comes first.  I'll call the vote.  All in favor?  Any 
opposed?   
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Opposed. 
 
LEG. MURATORE: 
Opposed.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO:  
Two in opposition. 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Three.  I'm opposed as well.  No, no, no, I'm sorry.  I'm for the tabling motion --  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO:  
Okay.  Use the mike.  
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
-- but we apparently have a meeting on the 11th --  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO:  
Wayne.  Wayne.  The mike. 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY:   
I have no problems with tabling the motion at this point to do further study, but I just want to make 
sure we've got enough time on this and apparently --  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO:  
Your mike's off. 
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
The next meeting is December 11, so we will have time to vet it and vote on it, so I'll vote to table.   
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO:  
All right.  So the motion to table received three votes.  There were two in opposition.  The motions 
carries.  The resolution is tabled. (Tabled:  3-2-0-0, Opposed:  Schneiderman, Muratore)  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Resolution 2036-2012, To readjust, compromise, and grant refunds and charge-backs on 
real property correction of errors by:  County Legislature (Control No. 905-2012) (County 
Executive).  I'll offer a motion to approve and place on the consent calendar.  
 



BF 11/13/12 

 

 
LEG. NOWICK: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Second by Legislator Nowick.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries.  
(Approved/Consent Calendar:  5-0).  
 
Resolution 2040-2012, To readjust, compromise, and grant refunds and chargebacks on 
correction or errors/County Treasurer By:  County Legislature No. 377. (County 
Executive)  I'll offer the same motion, same second, same vote.  (Approved/Consent 
Calendar:  5-0).  
 
Resolution 2042-2012, Adding depository to list of designated depositories for Suffolk 
County (The First National Bank of Long Island).  I'll offer a motion to approve.   
 
LEG. SCHNEIDERMAN: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Second by Legislator Schneiderman.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion carries. 
(Approved:  5-0).  
 
That completes the calendar, but before we adjourn, the Budget Review Office is here.  I just had a 
quick question relating to the storm -- storms that we recently had, and I guess I share the budget 
committee -- I'd just like to know are we going to be looking at the cost to the County of -- and I 
know you probably don't have that today, but do we have something that's going to cause us to look 
at what is that cost to Suffolk County and how is it impacting the budget, especially going into next 
year, that we just approved last week?   
 
MS. VIZZINI: 
We'll confer with the County Executive's Budget office.  I would think in order to apply to FEMA that 
they will do something procedurally like they would do with Irene.  They would reach out for 
reporting through FRES and through the other departments in terms of what expenditures were 
incurred.  Typically, it's public safety as well as public works, health, social services; a variety of 
additional expenses.  And then those that are -- there will be a calculation, and then those eligible 
will be forwarded to FEMA for appropriate reimbursement.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
So by going through that process, we're starting to -- the County Executive's Office and the Budget 
Office would be starting to get a handle on what the cost is and what the impact, then, would be to 
our budget. 
 
MS. VIZZINI: 
Yeah.  They are -- part of their day-to-day operations is to know what overturn is being approved, 
what expenses are being incurred and approving those expenses to the extent necessary, 
administratively, within their parameters, moving money to cover the appropriations.  I would also 
suspect that in December, we'll have the housekeeping resolution where there will be some moving 
of funds via resolution in order to address the expenses.   
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
The budget that was just passed contained a contingency fund or what we were calling a 
storm-remediation fund of $5 million, so at least we did some planning there, but of course, the total 
cost is important to know, if for no other reason, we're going into 2013 and we know we have issues 
already with the budget that's coming into effect, and this is certainly going to impact it.  So I would 
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appreciate it if your office would just keep a handle on that and coordinate with the budget office, 
would be helpful.  And I'm sure you will.   
 
MS. VIZZINI: 
Yes.  And in coming to that number, as far as the $5 million for storm mitigation for Irene, the 
Budget Office shared with me the backup was $4.2 million.  So judging by the magnitude of the 
storm, we would infer that it's going to be more.  And, fortunately, we do have the five million for 
those expenses that are paid in 2013.  
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.  I appreciate that response.  Legislator Horsley.   
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Yeah.  On that same related issue, of course, we'll pat our backs collectively that we foresaw this 
issue.  Let me just ask you, have we heard from the federal government, or has the administration 
heard from the federal government as far as Irene when this check's coming in?   
 
MR. VAUGHN: 
I will look into it. 
 
MS. VIZZINI: 
Mr. Vaughn would be better able to --  
 
D.P.O. HORSLEY: 
Yeah.  That would be great.  Tom, if you'd let us know what you hear.  It doesn't have to be in 
session.  Just let us know. 
 
CHAIRMAN D'AMARO: 
Okay.  Any other comments this morning?  If there are none, I'll offer a motion to adjourn.  
Second by Legislator Schneiderman, our vice chair.  All in favor?  Any opposed?  Abstentions?  
Motion carries.  Thank you, everyone. 

 
(Meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m.) 


