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A meeting of the Budget & Finance Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature was held in the Rose 
Y. Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the William H. Rogers Legislature Building, 725 Veterans 
Memorial Highway, Smithtown, New York, on Tuesday, December 9, 2008.   
 
 
 
Members Present: 
Legislator DuWayne Gregory - Chairman 
Legislator Lou D'Amaro - Vice-Chair 
Legislator Thomas Barraga 
Legislator Edward Romaine 
Legislator John Kennedy 
Legislator Brian Beedenbender 
Legislator Kate Browning 
 
 
 
Also In Attendance: 
George Nolan - Counsel to the Legislature 
Bob Martinez - Aide to Legislator Montano 
Barbara LoMoriello - Deputy Clerk of the Legislature 
Gail Vizzini - Director/Budget Review Office 
Linda Bay - Aide to Minority Caucus 
Ben Zwirn - Deputy County Executive 
Allen Kovesdy - Deputy Director/County Executive's Budget Office 
Debra Alloncius - AME 
All Other Interested Parties 
 
 
 
Minutes Taken By: 
Alison Mahoney - Court Stenographer 
 
 
 
 



 

(*The meeting was called to order at 10:06 A.M.*) 
 

CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Good morning, everyone.  We're going to start the Budget & Finance Committee meeting with a 
Pledge of Allegiance by Legislator Brian Beedenbender.  
 

Salutation 
 
Okay.  We don't have any cards this morning for the public portion, but is there anyone that would 
like to come before us and speak?  Okay. Seeing no one, we'll go right into the agenda.   
 
We have Tabled Resolutions: 
 
1603-08 - Repealing Home Energy Nuisance Taxes on Suffolk County residents (Alden).  I 
make a motion to table.   
 
LEG. BEEDENBENDER: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Second by Legislator Beedenbender.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Opposed  
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
We've got one opposition.  Tabled (VOTE: 5/1/0/1 Opposed: Legislator Romaine - Not 
Present: Legislator Kennedy).   
 
We have 1604-08 - Establishing a program to reduce unfair Home Energy Nuisance Taxes 
on Suffolk County residents (Alden).   
 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
Motion to table. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Motion to table by Legislator D'Amaro.  Second by myself.  All in favor?  Opposed?   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Opposed. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Abstentions?  Tabled (VOTE: 5/1/0/1 Opposed: Legislator Romaine - Not Present: Legislator 
Kennedy). 
 

(*Legislator Kennedy entered the meeting at 10:07 A.M.*) 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
We have 1749-08 - Adopting Local Law No.    2008, a Charter Law to cap County fee 
increases (Schneiderman).  I make a motion to table for a Public Hearing.   
 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
Second.  
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Second by Legislator D'Amaro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions? Tabled (VOTE: 7/0/0/0).  



 

 
IR 1808-08 - Amending the 2008 Operating Budget and the 2008 Capital Budget and 
Program and appropriating funds for the installation of public bike racks associated with 
energy conservation at various County facilities (CP 1664)(Romaine).  
 
LEG. BEEDENBENDER: 
Motion to table.   
 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Motion to table by Legislator Beedenbender, seconded by Legislator D'Amaro.  All in favor?  
Opposed?   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Opposed.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Opposed.  
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Abstentions?  We have two in opposition.   Tabled (VOTE: 5/2/0/0 Opposed: Legislators 
Romaine & Kennedy). 
 
   Introductory Resolutions 
 
2104-08 - To readjust, compromise and grant refunds and charge-backs on correction or 
errors/County Treasurer by: County Legislature No. 307 (County Executive).  I make a 
motion to approve.   
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Second by Legislator Barraga and to be put on the Consent Calendar.  
All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved and placed on the Consent Calendar (VOTE: 
7/0/0/0). 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
IR 2106-08 - Amending the 2008 Operating Budget to provide funding for the Long Island 
Two Day Walk to Fight Breast Cancer (Browning).   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Motion to approve. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Browning. 
 
LEG. BARRAGA: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Seconded by Legislator Barraga.  Okay, for purposes of discussion.  Good morning. 
 
MR. KOVESDY: 



 

Good morning.  
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Do you want me to -- this is Omnibus money that was not utilized that an organization didn't use, so 
I'm transferring it to them. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Right.  It's, what, 5,000 I believe?   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Yes.  
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.   
 
MR. KOVESDY: 
We have no problem with the merits of the resolution that's going to Cancer care and things like 
that.  What we do have an objection to is to fund any contract agency after the fact.  If this 
resolution had gone before they had done the Two Day Walk and was used for it, we would not have 
had a problem.  But as the walk has already taken place, as a general principle, the Budget Office 
and the County Exec doesn't prefer to put after-the-fact funding for any contract agency, especially 
in the last two weeks of the year.  We prefer that any agency get funded before they provide the 
service rather than afterwards, it gives us a little bit more control.  That is our objection.  No 
objection as to the cancer or anything like that, it's the fact that the event had already taken place 
and now after the fact you're funding a group, that is our objection to both of these resolutions. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay.  Legislator --  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
You want to start? 
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Well, yeah. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
-- Browning and then I'll get to Kennedy and Romaine.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
This is Omnibus money that was not used by another organization.  
They have an event every year, I have already passed the resolution for next year's event.  After the 
past event in June, they are working now to prepare for next year's, so this is the money to help 
them for next year's event also.  And they -- you know, they know that there's a time constraint for 
them to spend it; you know, if they can they can, if they can't they can't. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Legislator Kennedy  
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
I have the same resolution on, Mr. Chair, so we might as well go ahead and have the same dialogue.  
I know firsthand -- as a matter of fact, Virginia Salerno, the Principal of Long Island Two Day Breast 
Cancer, is a constituent of mine.  They work actively throughout the year, not only on the walk, but 
on a number of different fund-raising incidents and events to prevent breast cancer.  They work 
actively with direct care organizations throughout the County.   
 
So perhaps the Budget Office was under the impression that this group exists for the sole purpose of 



 

facilitating that weekend in June, but in fact that's not the case at all.  They're active essentially 
throughout the whole calendar year.  So the funding that would go on right now, in Legislator 
Browning's case where she had a local community organization that didn't utilize it, and in my 
case -- and I won't beat a dead horse, but it was one that the administration opposed because of 
purported inappropriateness, which we won't go down the road on.  But this, in fact, is very 
appropriate for the expenditure and very legitimate, in my opinion  
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
So it's not just for the walk.  What you're saying is it's not just for the walk.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Oh, no, no.  Not at all, Ben.  As a matter of fact --  
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
We're just looking at the -- then the title was misleading.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
We had Long Island Two Day Walk for Breast Cancer at the Hair House in Nesconset in the middle of 
October in order to sponsor a fund-raiser and they actually did intervention with survivors and the 
individuals that were actually undergoing breast cancer treatment, radiation and chemotherapy, 
right at that time.  So this organization functions round the clock, all year long. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Legislator Romaine.  
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
My two colleagues have made certainly an adequate argument, a compelling argument about these 
particular programs, the Long Island Two Day Walk to Fight Breast Cancer.  
 
But that aside, excuse me, if I'm not mistaken, Mr. Kovesdy, you said that this administration 
doesn't like to pay after the fact?  You've got to be kidding me.  You've got to be kidding me when 
you talk about day-care providers.  You've got to be kidding me when you talk about the largest 
provider of contract service agencies to this County, Cornell Cooperative Extension.  You didn't pay 
them one penny in 2007 till mid August, and you didn't pay them one penny till 2008 for services 
that they had provided.  You should've told them to stop providing services, but you didn't pay them 
until the end of August of 2008  
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
What does that have to do with this?  
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
That has to do with you paying for services after the fact, okay?  You should have told them to stop 
providing services.  You constantly pay for services after the fact.  To come and make that argument 
is an insult to every Legislator here.  Don't ever do that again because you do that all the time.  You 
pay after the fact constantly.  Thank you.  
 
MR. KOVESDY: 
We're not here to discuss, we're just -- we were under the impression this was an event that took 
place in June, it's now December and they're asking for funding for something that took place in 
June.  As the explanation is that this is an ongoing organization that uses the money to plan, that's 
fair enough as an explanation for me  
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
And I have plenty to say, but I'll hold my fire for another time.   
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 



 

Okay.  I'm sure you will.   
 
MR. ZWIRN: 
I will beat somebody to death with what I have to say. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Okay, we don't need to go there.  All right, we have a motion to approve.  We have a second.  All in 
favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?   
Motion passes, approved (VOTE: 7/0/0/0).  
 
IR 2148-08 - Apportioning Mortgage Tax by: County Treasurer (County Executive).  I make 
a motion to approve.   
 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Second by Legislator D'Amaro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved (VOTE: 
7/0/0/0).  
 
IR 2152-08 - To readjust, compromise and grant refunds and charge-backs on correction 
or errors/County Treasurer by: County Legislature No. 308 (County Executive).  To be 
placed on the Consent Calendar -- I make a motion to approve and place on the Consent Calendar  
 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
Second.   
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Second by Legislator D'Amaro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Approved and placed on 
the Consent Calendar (VOTE: 7/0/0/0).  
 
IR 2162-08 - Amending the 2008 Operating Budget and appropriating funds in connection 
with bonding settlements for general and bus liability cases (County Executive).  Motion to 
approve by Legislator Browning, second by myself.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Mr. Chair, on the motion.  I have a question, actually, about the underlying awards.  And not that I 
really care to go through any of the litigation issues, nor what the committee's evaluations were, 
because I know they're always sensitive items.   
 
My question is a procedural one and it may be for the County Attorney. Two of the awards were on 
consent, I believe, one was as a result of a verdict.  I am far from being anything close to a litigator, 
but was there a conscious decision on the part of the County Attorney?  First of all, could the County 
Attorney's Office have appealed the verdict, and was there a conscious decision not to appeal?   
 
MS. BIZZARRO: 
We appealed it; we lost on appeal.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Oh, so this went up to the Appellate Division? 
 
MS. BIZZARRO: 
Correct.  Yes, it did. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
And then there was no right of appeal to go any higher.  



 

 
MS. BIZZARRO; 
Correct. 
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Game over, res judicata?   
 
MS. BIZZARRO: 
Game over, we're in, we owe the money; correct.   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Okay.  That's fine.  Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
All right.  We have A motion to approve.  Do we have a second?   
 
LEG. D'AMARO: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
By Legislator D'Amaro.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?   
Approved (VOTE: 7/0/0/0).   
 
IR 2205-08 - Amending the 2008 Operating Budget to provide funding for the Long Island 
2 Day Walk To Fight Breast Cancer (Kennedy).   
 
LEG. KENNEDY: 
Motion. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Motion to approve by Legislator Kennedy.   
 
LEG. BROWNING: 
Second. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Second by Legislator Browning.  All in favor?  Opposed?  Abstentions?  Motion passes.  Approved 
(VOTE: 7/0/0/0).   
 
Do we have a motion to adjourn?   
 
LEG. ROMAINE: 
Motion to adjourn. 
 
CHAIRMAN GREGORY: 
Second by myself.  We are adjourned.  Thank you.   
 

(*The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 PM*) 


