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VACANCY UPDATE:

Representatives Needed :
1. Community Organization
2. Fishing/Seafood Industry

*Monique Gablenz plans to retire within next two months.



SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES:

Community Gardens: (submitted via e-mail)

e The Long Island Community Gardens Association (LICGA) has officially become
incorporated.

e In the process of completing bylaws for the organization (half way through). Have
determined a number of items including membership, voting, and board member structure.

e Also working on forms to establish 501c3 status.

¢ Continue to meet monthly either in-person, or via conference call.

Have been brainstorming ideas for fundraising events.

Food Education:

o Janet Sklar reported that school districts could use monies normally limited to the purchase of
food through USDA and Federal Commaodities programs to purchase locally grown products.
This is a result of a New York State pilot program which will establish this practice.

e Monique asked whether school districts are relieved from lowest bidder requirements.

e Janet responded that lowest bidder requirements do not apply to the purchase of produce and
dairy.

e  August reported on the Farm to School Agricultural Literacy Academy available to K-12
teachers. An informational flyer was distributed with registration information. This is a program
that covers topics such as: How to start a school garden, Garden to School Lunch programs and
curriculum aligned with Common Core Standards.
www.agclassroom.org/ny/programs/literacy academy

Food Equity: (submitted via e-mail)

e Made contact with P&N Grocery store owner (Placido) and left paperwork with him regarding
the program. Make plans to come back and discuss potential changes to be implemented in the
store.

o Made several attempts to follow up with P&N Grocery; unfortunately, the store owner was never
at the store. Windows were measured at last visit (for future window displays.

o Visited Weir’s Deli who is still interest in working with us. Currently working with Susan Wilke
on the Creating Healthy Places grant- programs are complimentary


http://www.agclassroom.org/ny/programs/literacy_academy

Cornell Cooperative Extension will be working with Neighborhood Country Market to coordinate
a food tasting.

One new prospect store to follow up with in Bellport.

Why Buy Local?

August indicated that New York State’s Taste of New York will be located between exits 51 and
52 on the LIE rather than the previously discussed site in Yaphank.

Suffolk County continues to pursue the Greeting and Visitors” Center adjacent to County Farm.
This is a ~$2.5M endeavor which will feature serve as the administrative offices for the Suffolk
County Farm and the 4-H program, as well as a new agritourism visitor’s center. The County has
submitted an Empire State application that would provide an additional $523K. The additional
funds would be used to enhance the “green” objectives of the project: ie. Energy education, roof
top and rain gardens, sustainable and renewable energy generation, etc.

Kids Meals Healthy Beverages

Zahrine described a survey that will be distributed to 3,000 eateries that will collect the attitudes
of business owners regarding the altering menu designs to reduce sugar content of beverages
offered to children.

There will be a prize of 25 laminated menus offered to those eateries that are among the earliest
responders to the survey.

Zahrine indicated that Gemma’s NYS grant will be ending shortly and that Cornell should be able
to help pick up some of the resulting budget deficiency.

Finally, a Mastic Beach restaurant changed its menu to the reduced sugar beverage offerings and
has experienced no adverse effects.

NEW BUSINESS:

Young Farmer Success Act (House Bill 2590) Adds farmers to the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness Program

Local Foods, Local Places Grant App deadline September 15, no matching funds needed, 2 page
application

Pro Bono Partnership

Next meeting is OCTOBER 13 PUBLIC HEARING to be held in the LEGISLATIVE
AUDITORIUM - HAUPPAUGE
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