Intro. Res. No. 1621-2016 Laid on Table 6/21/2016
Introduced by Presiding Officer Gregory, Legislators Stern, Anker and Hahn

RESOLUTION NO. 667 -2016, DESIGNATING THE MONTH
OF JUNE AS “POSTTRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER
AWARENESS MONTH” IN SUFFOLK COUNTY

WHEREAS, posttraumatic stress disorder (“PTSD”) is a mental health problem
that can occur after someone has been exposed to a single traumatic event or multiple
traumatic events, such as sexual or physical assault, natural or man-made disaster and war-
related combat stress; and

WHEREAS, symptoms of PTSD include persistent intrusive thoughts and
distressing dreams about the traumatic event, triggered emotional responses to reminders of
the trauma, efforts to avoid thinking or talking about the trauma and persistent hypervigilance for
cues that indicate additional danger or trauma re-occurring; and

WHEREAS, after a traumatic event, most people have painful memories; for
many the effects of the event fade over time but for others, the memories, thoughts and feelings
don’t go away — even months or years after the event; and

WHEREAS, in recent years the federal government has designated the month of
June as National PTSD Awareness and June 27" as PTSD Awareness Day to encourage
greater understanding and awareness of PTSD to help veterans and others recognize
symptoms, and seek and obtain needed treatment; and

WHEREAS, the County of Suffolk wishes to designate the month of June as
“Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Awareness Month” to raise awareness of PTSD to support
Veterans, their families and all those who have experienced trauma to get treatment; now,
therefore be it

1st RESOLVED, beginning in 2017 and continuing every year thereafter the month
of June shall be designated as “Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Awareness Month” in Suffolk
County to raise awareness of PTSD and to support Veterans, their families and to help all those
affected find treatment options; and be it further

2nd RESOLVED, that this Legislature, being the State Environmental Quality Review
Act (SEQRA) lead agency, hereby finds and determines that this resolution constitutes a Type |l
action pursuant to Section 617.5(c)(20), (21) and (27) of Title 6 of the NEW YORK CODE OF
RULES AND REGULATIONS (6 NYCRR) and within the meaning of Section 8-0109(2) of the
NEW YORK ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW as a promulgation of regulations,
rules, policies, procedures, and legislative decisions in connection with continuing agency
administration, management and information collection, and the Suffolk County Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) is hereby directed to circulate any appropriate SEQRA notices of
determination of non-applicability or non-significance in accordance with this resolution.

DATED: July 26, 2016
APPROVED BY:
/sl Steven Bellone
County Executive of Suffolk County

Date: August 1, 2016



