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RESOLUTION NO.     -2015, AMENDING THE 2015 
OPERATING BUDGET TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR A STUDY 
OF OPIOID ADDICTION AND ABUSE RELATED COSTS IN 
SUFFOLK COUNTY  

 
WHEREAS, the California Counties of Orange and Santa Clara, and the City of 

Chicago have recently taken legal action against pharmaceutical companies charging that 
certain opioid manufacturers knowingly and aggressively marketed opioids by misrepresenting 
these drugs; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Law Department’s feasibility study, there may be 
viable causes for action against certain opioid manufacturers on the basis of negligent and/or 
deceptive marketing under New York State Law; and  

WHEREAS, opioid sale, use, overdoses, and rates of addiction appear to have 
increased across the nation, including in Suffolk County, after the alleged misrepresentations 
and aggressive marketing began; and  

WHEREAS, County law enforcement agencies, the medical community, and 
County residents have all been adversely impacted by the increase in the incidence and 
prevalence of opioid addiction and opioid overdoses; and 

WHEREAS, the Law Department’s feasibility study further found that the 
increase in the County’s public healthcare and public safety costs related to opioid abuse is not 
known, and that a comprehensive financial impact study is a necessary precondition to legal 
action by Suffolk County; and 

WHEREAS, there are currently no appropriations allocated for such a study in 
the 2015 Adopted Operating Budget; and 

WHEREAS, there are surplus appropriations in the 2015 Adopted Operating 
Budget for Gasoline and Motor Oil in the Department of Public Works; and 

WHEREAS, Section 4-31 (G) of the Suffolk County Charter now allows 
amendment of the County Operating Budget by County Legislators four times during the fiscal 
year as long as the amendment reduces, lowers, terminates or cancels appropriations; 
abolishes positions of employment; terminates contract agencies; terminates or reduces the 
size of County programs or departments, or makes transfers of appropriations that are offset by 
reductions in other programs; now, therefore be it  

1st   RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Department of Law is authorized, 
empowered, and directed to undertake a study to ascertain the public health and public safety 
costs that it has sustained related to opioid abuse and addiction; and be it further 

2nd   RESOLVED, that the 2015 County Operating Budget is hereby amended as 
follows and that the County Comptroller and the County Treasurer be and hereby are authorized 
to transfer the following funds and authorizations. 



 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

FROM: 

FD AGY UNIT ACT OBJ UNIT/ACTIVITY & OBJECT NAME  AMOUNT 
016 DPW 5130 0000 3150 Gasoline & Motor Oil -$20,000 
001 IFT E016 0000 9600 Transfer to Funds -$20,000 

TO: 

FD AGY UNIT ACT OBJ UNIT/ACTIVITY & OBJECT NAME AMOUNT 
001 LAW 1420 0000 4560 Fees For Services:  Non-Employ $20,000 

 
REVENUES: 

FROM:     

FD AGY REV.CODE REVENUE NAME AMOUNT 
016 IFT R001 Transfer from General Fund -$20,000 

 
and be it further 
 
3rd   RESOLVED, that the moneys appropriated pursuant to this resolution shall be 
used for the sole and exclusive purpose of funding a study of the economic impact of drug 
addiction related costs in Suffolk County. 

DATED: 
 
      APPROVED BY: 
 
 
  ____________________________ 
      County Executive of Suffolk County 
 

Date: 
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