
Intro. Res. No. 2011-2014                                   Laid on Table 11/5/2014 
Introduced by Presiding Officer, on request of the County Executive 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 936-2014,  ACCEPTING AND 
APPROPRIATING A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,500,000 
FROM THE NEW YORK STATE ENERGY RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY’S “CLEANER GREENER 
COMMUNITIES PHASE II IMPLEMENTATION GRANTS”  TO 
FUND BUS RAPID TRANSIT (BRT) DEVELOPMENT AND 
AMENDING THE 2014 CAPITAL BUDGET AND PROGRAM IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE CONNECT LONG ISLAND - CR 97, 
NICOLLS ROAD (CP 5597)   

 
WHEREAS, on August 12, 2013 Suffolk County applied to Round III of the New 

York State Consolidated Funding Application (CFA), a program launched to provide each region 
with the tools to create and implement their own roadmap for economic prosperity and job 
creation; and 

 
WHEREAS, on December 11, 2013 through Round III of the CFA, the New York 

State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) awarded $1,500,000 to Suffolk 
County as part of the Cleaner Greener Communities Phase II Implementation Grants, Category 
3: Large-Scale Sustainability Projects Program to fund Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) planning, 
design, and capital expenditures on Nicolls Road; and  

 
WHEREAS, County Executive Steve Bellone developed Connect Long Island, a 

regional transportation and development plan which recognizes that Suffolk County lacks a 
single major north-south mass transit connection, making traveling without a car extremely 
difficult, and that north-south mass transit connections throughout the County will provide 
untapped potential to drive economic growth; and 

 
WHEREAS, Connect Long Island suggests that north-south mass transit 

connections could be made via Bus Rapid Transit (BRT),   an innovative, high capacity, transit 
solution that can significantly improve mobility and reduce congestion; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Suffolk County Legislature previously approved  Resolution No. 

329-2013 – Accepting and appropriating 80% Federally Funded New York Metropolitan 
Transportation Council (NYMTC) Carryover Grant Funds for the Purpose  of Preparation of the 
Suffolk County Bus Rapid Transit Feasibility Study on May 7, 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Suffolk County Bus Rapid Transit Feasibility Study identified 
Nicolls Road as a priority BRT corridor and highlighted how BRT on Nicolls Road could provide 
a direct rapid connection between Stony Brook University, Suffolk Community College, 
downtown Patchogue, and the three branches of the LIRR, yielding enormous economic 
benefits; and  

 
WHEREAS, there are New York State funds available through NYSERDA for this 

project, with a cost share of 75% State, 25% Suffolk County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County’s 25% cost share will be leveraged by previously 

programmed Federal Transit Administration 5307 Grant Funds totaling $350,000, NYSDOT 
STIP Pin No. 082602; and 



 
WHEREAS, Suffolk County will utilize these funds to implement BRT on Nicolls 

Road, this project advances concepts set forth in County Executive Steven Bellone’s Connect 
Long Island Plan, the Long Island Regional Economic Development Council’s Strategic Plan 
and the Suffolk County Bus Rapid Transit Feasibility Study to develop north-south mass transit 
connections, spur new economic growth, and reduce congestion and Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions; and  

 
WHEREAS, the NYSERDA grant allocation will be amended upon receipt of final 

SEQRA documentation to use toward construction improvements; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works and Economic Development and 

Planning will assign staff funded in the Suffolk County Operating Budget to perform a portion of 
the tasks as required for the engineering, planning and construction of this project; and 

 
  WHEREAS, sufficient funds are not included in the 2014 Capital Budget and 
Program to cover the cost of said request under Capital Project 5597 and pursuant to the 
Suffolk County Charter, Section C4-13, an offsetting authorization is not required on 
amendments which are financed in an amount of at least fifty percent (50%) by Federal or State 
Aid; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County must first instance fund the entire cost of the project and 

will subsequently be reimbursed for the aided portion; and    
 
  WHEREAS, the County Legislature, by resolution of even date herewith, has 
authorized the issuance of $1,500,000 in Suffolk County Serial Bonds; now, therefore be it 

 
1st    RESOLVED, that this Legislature, being the lead agency under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), Environmental Conservation Law Article 8, 
hereby finds and determines that this law constitutes a Type II action, pursuant to Section 617.5 
(C) (20), (21) and (27) of Title 6 of New York Code of Rules and Regulations (“NYCRR”), in that 
the law authorizes information collection, including basic data collection and research, and 
preliminary planning processes necessary to formulate a proposal for an action, but does not 
commit the County to commence or approve an action; since this law is a Type II action, the 
Legislature has no further responsibilities under SEQRA; and be it further 

 
2nd  RESOLVED, that it is hereby determined that this project, with a priority ranking of 
sixty-one (61) is eligible for approval in accordance with the provisions of Resolution No. 471-
1994 as revised by Resolution No. 461-2006; and be it further 

 
3rd   RESOLVED, that the County Department of Public Works with assistance from 
Economic Development and Planning is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to take 
such action as may be necessary to complete engineering for Connect Long Island-CR 
97,Nicolls Road, pursuant to Section C8-2 (A) of the Suffolk County Charter; and be it further 

 
4th   RESOLVED, that the Department of Public Works and Economic Development 
and Planning keeps track of staff and costs associated with the project for chargeback 
purposes; and be it further 

 
5th  RESOLVED, that the 2014 Capital Budget and Program be and they are hereby 
amended as follows: 
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Project No.: 5597 
Project Title: Connect Long Island - CR 97, Nicolls Road 

     
 

Total 
Est’d 
Cost 

Current  
2014  
Capital 
Budget & 
Program 

Revised  
2014 
Capital 
Budget & 
Program 

1. Planning and Design $5,250,000 $750,000B $750,000B 
  $3,000,000F $4,500,000F 
TOTAL $5,250,000 $3,750,000 $5,250,000 

 
and be it further     
 
6th  RESOLVED, that State Aid in the amount of $1,500,000 be and it hereby is 
appropriated as follows: 
 
Project No. J.C. Project Title Amount 
Ref-525-CAP-5597.111 
 
 

35 Connect Long Island-NYSERDA 
Grant Award 

$1,500,000 

and be it further     
 
7th   RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer and County Comptroller are hereby 
authorized and directed to accept State funding in the amount of $1,500,000; and be it further 

 
8th  RESOLVED, that the County Comptroller is authorized to issue bond anticipation 
notes for the total State share of $1,500,000; and be it further  
 
9th   RESOLVED, that the County Treasurer and County Comptroller are hereby 
authorized to accept Federal and/or State Aid in connection with this project; and be it further  
 
10th  RESOLVED, that the County Legislature hereby authorizes the County 
Executive, or his designee, to execute the standard agreement for reimbursement and any and 
all contract documents related to these projects, on behalf of the County of Suffolk in the above 
referenced project. 
  
DATED: November 18, 2014 

 
   APPROVED BY: 
 
 
 
   /s/ Steven Bellone 

County Executive of Suffolk County 
 
   Date: November 28, 2014 
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