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RESOLUTION NO. -2010, ADOPTING LOCAL LAW
NO. -2010, A CHARTER LAW ESTABLISHING AN
OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

WHEREAS, there was duly presented and introduced to this County Legislature
at a meeting held on , 2010 a proposed local law entitled, "A CHARTER LAW
ESTABLISHING AN OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS"; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that said local law be enacted in form as follows:

LOCAL LAW NO. -2010, SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW YORK

A CHARTER LAW ESTABLISHING AN OFFICE OF CONSUMER
AFFAIRS

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF
SUFFOLK, as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Intent.

This Legislature hereby finds and determines that Suffolk County is in the midst of
difficult economic times.

This Legislature also finds and determines that Suffolk County’s elected officials have a
duty to run the government efficiently and provide cost savings to County residents when
possible.

This Legislature further finds and determines that the County can achieve cost savings
by reorganizing the functions of the County Department of Consumer Affairs and transferring
positions and funding to a newly created Office of Consumer Affairs within the County
Executive’s Office.

This Legislature finds that abolishing the Department of Consumer Affairs and
transferring its functions to the Office of Consumer Affairs will reduce the cost of County
Government and will free up scarce resources for other government functions without increasing
County real property taxes.

Therefore, the purpose of this law is to abolish the County Department of Consumer
Affairs and to reorganize its functions, duties and responsibilities in a more cost effective fashion
by transferring its functions to the newly created Office of Consumer Affairs within the County
Executive’s Office.

Section 2. Repealed.

Article XXXI of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER is hereby repealed.
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Section 3. Creation of Office.

A new Article XXXI of the SUFFOLK COUNTY CHARTER, creating a Suffolk County
Office of Consumer Affairs, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

ARTICLE XXXI, OFFICE OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

§C31-1. Definitions.

A. “Director” shall mean the Head of the Office.

B. “Office” shall mean the Suffolk County Office of Consumer Affairs

§C31-2. Office established; director; organization of office.

A. There is hereby established an Office of Consumer Affairs in the County Executive’s
Office, the head of which shall be the Director of Consumer Affairs and who may also be
the County Director of Weights and Measures. No additional compensation shall be
automatically extended to an individual holding both positions by virtue of his or her title
as County Director of Weights and Measures. The Office of Consumer Affairs shall be
organized into four (4) divisions for the purposes of performing the functions, duties and
responsibilities of the Office of Consumer Affairs. These divisions shall be named the
Bureau of Administration, the Bureau of Consumer Complaints, the Bureau of Licensing,
and the Bureau of Weights and Measures.

B. There is hereby established within the Office of Consumer Affairs in the County
Executive’s Office, a Bureau of Weights and Measures, the head of which shall be a
Director, who may also serve as the Director of the Office of Consumer Affairs and who
shall have the powers, status and duties set forth in the NEW YORK AGRICULTURE
AND MARKETS LAW.

§C31-3. Powers and duties.

The Director of the Office of Consumer Affairs shall have the following powers and duties:

A. To receive and investigate complaints and initiate investigations of unfair or deceptive
practices against consumers.

B. To hold hearings, subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take the testimony of any
person under oath and in connection therewith compel the production of any evidence
relating to any matter under their investigation by the Office of Consumer Affairs,
provided that the Director shall obtain the written consent of the County Executive or the
County Attorney before issuing a subpoena or subpoena duces tecum. At any hearing,
a witness shall have the right to have present and be advised by counsel during the
conduct of such hearing.

C. To initiate and encourage consumer education programs and to prepare and
disseminate, through publication or otherwise, consumer educational and informational
materials to the consumers of Suffolk County.
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D. To represent the interests of consumers before federal, state and local administrative
and regulatory agencies and legislative bodies.

E. To study the operation of federal, state and local laws for consumer protection and to
recommend amendments to such laws, where needed, for the protection of the
consumer.

F. To undertake activities to encourage businesses and industries in the County to maintain
high standards of honesty, business practices, and business responsibilities in the
manufacture, distribution and sale of consumer goods and services.

G. To establish facilities for the voluntary mediation of consumer disputes arising out of
transactions which take place in the County.

H. To initiate and conduct investigations, research, studies and analyses of matters
affecting the interests of the consumers of Suffolk County.

I. To report the appropriate law enforcement agency information with respect to the
violation of any federal, state or local consumer protection law.

J. To cooperate and assist any agency, public or private, in the development of standards
of quality for consumer goods and services.

K. To assist, advise and cooperate with local, state and federal agencies to protect and
promote the interests of the consumers of Suffolk County.

L. To render each year to the County Executive and to each member of the County
Legislature a written report of the activities, investigations, complaints and
recommendations of the Office.

M. To perform such other responsibilities and duties as may be assigned by the County
Executive or the County Legislature.

§C31-4. Transition provision.

Any reference to the County Department of Consumer Affairs or its Commissioner in any
other resolution, local law, Charter law, ordinance, rule or regulation of the County of Suffolk or
in any state or federal law, rule or regulation shall be construed in the first instance as a
reference to the Office of Consumer Affairs within the County Executive’s Office and/or the
Director of the Office of Consumer Affairs.

§C31-5. Transfer of personnel, records, property and equipment.

A. Those employees in the Department of Consumer Affairs who are employed in positions
in the department and divisions thereof on the effective date of this Article shall be
transferred to the Office of Consumer Affairs.

B. All records, property and equipment presently associated with and utilized in connection
with the powers, functions and duties of the Department of Consumer Affairs shall be
transferred to the Office of Consumer Affairs in the County Executive’s Office.
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Section 4. Applicability.

This law shall apply to all actions occurring on or after the effective date of this
law.

Section 5. Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this law or the
application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or
circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder
thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section, or part of this law, or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, firm,
partnership, entity, or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such order or
judgment shall be rendered.

Section 6. SEQRA Determination.

This Legislature, being the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA)
lead agency, hereby finds and determines that this law constitutes a Type II action pursuant to
Section 617.5(c)(20), (21), and/or (27) of Title 6 of the NEW YORK CODE OF RULES AND
REGULATIONS (6 NYCRR) and within the meaning of Section 8-0109(2) of the NEW YORK
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW as a promulgation of regulations, rules, policies,
procedures, and legislative decisions in connection with continuing agency administration,
management and information collection. The Suffolk County Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) is hereby directed to circulate any appropriate SEQRA notices of determination of non-
applicability or non-significance in accordance with this law.

Section 7. Effective Date.

This law shall not take effect until at least sixty (60) days after filing in the Office of the Secretary
of State; provided, however, that if within such sixty days electors of the County, duly registered
to vote therein either for the last preceding or the next following general election in number
equal to at least five per centum of the total number of votes cast in the County for governor at
the last gubernatorial election, shall file a position with the County Clerk protesting against this
law, it shall become effective only if approved in conformity with section 34(4) of the New York
Municipal Home Rule Law.

___ Underlining denotes addition of new language.

DATED:

APPROVED BY:

_____________________________
County Executive of Suffolk County

Date:


