Intro. Res. No. 1598-2009 Laid on Table 6/23/2009
Introduced by Legislators Browning and Schneiderman

RESOLUTION NO. 775 -2009, ESTABLISHING A NATIVE
AMERICAN AFFAIRS ADVISORY BOARD

WHEREAS, Native Americans were the original habitants of the territory that
became Suffolk County; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of years later, Suffolk County remains home to many
Native Americans; and

WHEREAS, Native Americans played an important role in shaping the
development and character of Suffolk County and continue to do so today; and

WHEREAS, Suffolk County wants to increase education on Long Island about
our original settlers, their history, traditions and cuiture; and

WHEREAS, the Poospatuck and Shinnecock tribes have reservations in Suffolk
County; and

WHEREAS, since these tribes are separate nations with independent tribal
governments, it would be prudent to improve communication and foster good relations between
their governments and the government of Suffolk County; and

WHEREAS, many Native Americans in Suffolk County do not reside on
reservations, which may prevent them from receiving information about certain benefits for
which they may be eligible; and

WHEREAS, Suffolk County wants to aid all Native American residents so that
they receive important benefits information; and

WHEREAS, Suffolk County wants to improve the public’s knowledge and
understanding of Native Americans and establish a more open relationship with their
governments in an effort to improve the County’s responsiveness to the needs of its residents;
and

WHEREAS, Suffolk County has created advisory boards to advocate on behalf of
other communities; and

WHEREAS, it is prudent to establish a Native American Affairs Advisory Board
which shall have a primary goal of seeking the establishment of an Office of Native American
Affairs; now, therefore be it

1st RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Native American Affairs Advisory Board is
hereby created for the following purposes:

A. To promote educational outreach on Native American history and culture on Long Island,
particularly in Suffolk County;



B. To improve cultural understanding between the Native American community, Suffolk
County government and on Suffolk County Reservations;

C. To provide resources and referrals for Native Americans seeking benefits offered to
members of tribes in Suffolk County, including educational and health care resources;

D. To create a database containing the historical and cultural information about Native
Americans on Long Island,;

E. To advocate on behalf of the Native American community in Suffolk County;

F. To create a voice for Native Americans in Suffolk County where constructive dialogue
can take place and transparency can be established between tribal governments and the
Suffolk County government;

G. To put in place the foundation for the creation of a Suffolk County Office of Native
American Affairs;

H. To pursue and obtain funding for the Office of Native American Affairs; and

I. To continue to advise Suffolk County and the Office of Native American Affairs once it
has been established;

and be it further

2nd RESOLVED, that the Suffolk County Native American Affairs Advisory Board
shall consist of the following thirteen (13) members:

1) A representative from the County Legislature, to be appointed by the
Presiding Officer,

2) A representative from the County Executive’'s office, to be selected by the
County Executive;

3) A representative from the Office of Minority Affairs;

4) A representative from the Shinnecock Nation;

5) A representative from the Unchachogue Nation;

6) A representative from the Montauk Native People;

7) A Member of the Inter-Tribal Historic Preservation Task Force;

8) A representative of the Suffolk County School Superintendents Association,
to be selected by the County Legislature;

9) The Commissioner of the Department of Health Services, or his or her
designee;



10) One male elder from a Suffolk County Native American tribe, to be selected
by the County Legislature;

11) One female elder from a Suffolk County Native American tribe, to be selected
by the County Legislature;

12) One advocate for Native Americans living off reservations, to be selected by
the County Legislature; and

13) Two Native American youths, who will attend alternate meetings, to be
selected by the County Legislature;

and be it further

3rd RESOLVED, that the members of said Board shall serve without compensation
and shall serve at the pleasure of their respective appointing authorities; and be it further

4th RESOLVED, that the Board shall hold regular monthly meetings, keeping a
record of all proceedings and determine the rules of its own proceedings with special meetings
to be called by the chairperson upon his or her own initiative or upon receipt of a written request
therefore signed by at least seven (7) members of the Board. Written notice of the time and
place of such special meetings shall be given by the secretary to each member at least four (4)
days before the date fixed by the notice for such special meeting; and be it further

5th RESOLVED, that seven (7) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum to
transact the business of the Board at both regular and special meetings; and be it further

6th RESOLVED, that the Board may submit requests to the County Executive and
the County Legislature for approval for the provision of secretarial services, travel expenses or
the retention of consultants to assist the Board with such endeavors, said total expenditures not
to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) per fiscal year, which services shall be subject to
Legislative approval; and be it further

7th RESOLVED, that clerical services involving the month-to-month operation of this
Board, as well as supplies and postage as necessary, will be provided by the staff of the County
Office of Minority Affairs; and be it further

8th RESOLVED, that the Board may conduct such informal hearings and meetings
at any place or places within the County of Suffolk for the purpose of obtaining necessary
information or other data to assist it in the proper performance of its duties and functions as it
deems necessary; and be it further

9th RESOLVED, that the Board may delegate to any member of the Board the power
and authority to conduct such hearings and meetings; and be it further

10th RESOLVED, that the Board shall cooperate with the Legislative Committees of
the County Legislature and make available to each Committee’s use, upon request, any records
and other data it may accumulate or obtain; and be it further

11th RESOLVED, that the Board is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to
create a County Legislative Liaison Subcommittee to deal with issues related to the Suffolk



County Legislature and shall conduct such public hearings throughout the County of Suffolk as
may be determined to be necessary to ascertain the views, wishes and opinions of the residents
of the Native American Community in Suffolk County; and be it further

12th RESOLVED, that the Board shall submit a written report on its findings and
recommendations on the creation of an Office of Native American Affairs to each member of the
Suffolk County Legislature and the County Executive no later than one hundred eighty (180)
days from the formation of the Board

13th RESOLVED, that the Board shall submit a written annual report of its findings
and determinations together with its recommendations for action, if any, to each member of the
County Legislature and County Executive no later than January 31 of each year, for the prior
calendar year activities, for consideration, review and appropriate action, if necessary, by the
entire County Legislature; and be it further

14th RESOLVED, that none of the work contemplated by this Resolution shall be
performed by any outside consultant or consulting firm unless explicit approval and
authorization for such consultant or consulting firm is granted pursuant to a duly enacted
resolution of the County Legislature; and be it further

15th RESOLVED, that this Legislature, being the State Environmental Quality Review
Act (SEQRA) lead agency, hereby finds and determines that this resolution constitutes a Type |i
action pursuant to Section 617.5(c)(20), (21) and (27) of Title 6 of the NEW YORK CODE OF
RULES AND REGULATIONS (6 NYCRR) and within the meaning of Section 8-0109(2) of the
NEW YORK ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION LAW as a promulgation of regulations,
rules, policies, procedures, and legislative decisions in connection with continuing agency
administration, management and information collection, and the Suffolk County Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) is hereby directed to circulate any appropriate SEQRA notices of
determination of non-applicability or non-significance in accordance with this resolution.

DATED: August 18, 2009

APPROVED BY:

VA W 72 |
County Executive of Suffolk Cou

Date: 8/98/03




SUFFOLK COUNTY
County Legislature
RIVERHEAD, NY

This is to Certify That I, TIM LAUBE, Clerk of the County
Legislature of the County of Suffolk, have compared the foregoing copy of
resolution with the original resolution now on file in this office, and

which was duly adopted by the County Legislature of said County on
August 18, 2009 and that the same is a true and
correct transcript of said resolution and of the whole thereof.
In ‘Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and the

official seal of the County Legislature of the County of Suffolk.

T ko

Clerk of the Legislature
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