
 

Field of Dreams Proposed to Replace Blighted Property 
 

Suffolk County Legislator Sarah Anker has 
proposed acquiring the blighted Kmart property in 
Middle Island, located on Middle Country Road 
across from Artist Lake, to create a community 
park with athletic fields. Currently, the owner is in 
the process of demolishing the building structure, 
which has remained vacant for over a decade. 
Legislator Anker has proposed working with 
Suffolk County, the Town of Brookhaven, 
community organizations, including the Longwood 
Youth Sports Association (LYSA) and Middle Island 
Civic Association, and the current owner to create 
a community park that would help decrease crime 
and improve quality of life for residents. 
 
“This blighted parcel has the potential to be transformed into a much needed community park that will include athletic 
fields, open space, and provide a place for residents to enjoy the outdoors,” said Legislator Anker. “I look forward to 
working with the community and the owner of the property to make this Field of Dreams come true.”  
 
Legislator Anker has received a letter of interest from the owners expressing willingness to sell a portion of the 74 acres. 
Legislator Anker is looking to acquire about 40-45 acres for active parkland and open space. The remaining 30-35 acres 
could still be used for development. Legislator Anker will soon submit a resolution to appraise the site, which will need to 
be approved by the Suffolk County Legislature and County Executive Steve Bellone.  
 
“The land acquisition process can be lengthy, sometimes taking over a year. With the support of the community, I will do 
everything in my power to facilitate the acquisition of this important parcel that will become a community centerpiece,” 
said Legislator Anker. 

 



 

SWR Girl Scouts Honored 

for Receiving Gold Award 
The Gold Award is the most prestigious award in Girl 
Scouting and challenges young woman to change the 
world. On Tuesday, May 3rd, Suffolk County Legislator 
Sarah Anker had the pleasure of honoring Shayna 
DelVecchio, Inger-Marie O’Toole and Rebecca Schotte 
for earning their Gold Awards. The three girls were 
recognized at the annual ceremonies for Girl Scout 
Service Unit 669 of Shoreham-Wading River. 
 
“I commend the girls on achieving such an honorable 
recognition,” said Legislator Anker. “They have 
proven themselves to be leaders in our community 
and excellent role models for their peers.” 
 

In order to earn the Gold Award, Girl Scouts must implement an individual community project that reaches beyond the Girl 
Scout organization and provides a sustainable, lasting benefit. Shayna created wall murals for the nonprofit organization 
Angela’s House, Inger-Marie raised guinea hens to help reduce the tick and chigger population on her high school’s 
recreation trail, and Rebecca built book shelves for the Children’s Developmental Daycare Program in Centereach. 
 
The Girl Scouts of Suffolk County is an organization dedicated to empowering and teaching important values to young girls.  
For more information please visit http://www.gssc.us/. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.gssc.us/


Suffolk County Zika Action Day 
Suffolk County Zika Action Day is on Saturday, May 14th, 2016. Together we can reduce the number of 
mosquitoes in our community and stay informed to prevent the spread of the Zika virus. Please read 

the information below for helpful tips to reduce mosquitoes around your home and yard. To receive a 
hard copy of this information, please call Legislator Sarah Anker’s office at 631-854-1600. 

  
 

 

 



Lifesaving Phone Numbers 

Police Hotline for Non-
Emergency Complaints: 

631-852-COPS (2677) 
 

Residents should call this number 
with quality-of-life complaints. It 
frees up the 911 line for true life-
threatening emergencies, yet still 
provides residents with an avenue 
for calling the police. 

 

 Tip Hotline for Suspected 
Drug Activity: 

631-852-NARC (6227) 
 

As part of a redirected approach to 
fighting drug abuse in Suffolk 
County, a new tips hotline has been 
created for residents to report 
suspected drug sales and drug 
activity in their neighborhoods. 

 Suffolk County’s 

Substance Abuse Hotline: 

631-979-1700 
 

The Suffolk County Dept. of Health 
Services has partnered with the 
Long Island Council on Alcoholism 
and Drug Dependence (LICADD) to 
operate a 24/7 hotline to connect 
callers to treatment services. 

 

Legislator Anker Recognizes Local Firefighters 
Throughout the months of March and April, Legislator Anker had the opportunity to recognize our local heroes who serve 
in our volunteer fire departments. The local departments work together to protect us and create a safe community. They 
deserve nothing but our utmost gratitude for their dedication and service. At the installation dinners of the Miller Place 
Fire Department, Middle Island Fire Department, Sound Beach Fire Department, Mount Sinai Fire Department and Ridge 
Fire Department, Legislator Anker was privileged to give honorable recognition awards, as well as recognize those who 
have served in the military. Veteran recognition pins were awarded to following members at each department: 
 

Middle Island Fire Department: 

Charlie Nassar, Frank Theobold, Erik Kahl, Matthew 
Hanley, Walter Olszewski, Richard Schor, John Saportio, 
Allen Olsen Jr., Ray Currado and Rudy Drisco.  
 

Sound Beach Fire Department: 

Robert Polaski, Christopher MacElveen, James Ford, Ed 
Hudson, Anthony J. Russo Jr., Brian McGrath, Thomas 
Strauch, and Kenneth Thuilot. 
 
 
 

 Ridge Fire Department: 

Gerard Assetto, Michael Bartholomay, Paul Callegari, 
Peter Cuti, Edward Meehan, Fred Meyer, John Mirando, 
John Mirando III, Bob Pakoski, Allan Pearsall, James 
Scuttina, Remo Mazzi, Phillip Travers, Robert Sorentino. 
Douglas Foy, Seth Morganstern, Phillip Brabent, Joshua 
Flynn, Keith DelVecchio, Nicholas Bellones. Patrick 
Brand, Kathy Payne, Stephan DeLena, and Arron 
Woreth. 
 



Mount Sinai Fire Department: 

Todd Barraud, George Beckman, Nano Bustamante, 
William Cassenaar, John Guilfoyle, Janis Henderson, Henry 
Knoernschild, Gerry Marino, Noel Nunez, Robert Pobjecky, 
John Purcell, Edward Schultz, Paul Staudt, James Stravino 
Sr., Anthony Tricarcio, Nicholas Zoly. 

 Miller Place Fire Department: 

John Hagermann, Don Nimphius, Michele Devaux, 
Robert Foley, Alvin Johnson, Scott Walsh, Chris Lall, 
Mike Higley, Joe McCrain Jr., John Quinn, Guy 
Schneider, Jack Katrina, and Thomas Crosby. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Spotlight 

 

Gail Lynch-Bailey 
At the General Meeting of the Suffolk County 
Legislature on March 22nd, Legislator Anker was 
pleased to honor Gail Lynch-Bailey as the 2016 
Suffolk County Woman of Distinction. Every year, the 
County Executive chooses a woman who has 
demonstrated exceptional leadership and dedication 
to her community. Gail is the President of the Middle 
Island Civic Association, the Longwood Public 
Library’s Board of Trustees, and the Longwood 
Alliance. Every year, Gail coordinates the annual 
Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Pearl Harbor Day 
ceremonies. 
 

 

Frank Rivera 
On April 12th, alongside the Suffolk County 
Legislature, Legislator Anker honored Frank Rivera of 
the organization Sarcoidosis of Long Island. Frank is a 
strong advocate of the rare disease Sarcoidosis and 
has traveled throughout the country to raise 
awareness. In March, he was one of 17 people 
named as a Patient Ambassador for New York, 
Massachusetts and Maine. Frank also helps to 
organize awareness walks right here on Long Island. 
On April 16th, he helped host the 2nd Annual Long 
Island Sarcoidosis Awareness Walk at Heritage Park. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Save the Date: Summer Concert Series

 
 

 

 

    
 

Home Contact News 6th District Flickr 
 

 

620 Route 25A – Suite B 
Mount Sinai, NY 11766 

Office: (631) 854-1600 
Fax: (631) 854-1603 

 

If you wish to be removed from future notifications please click here, or reply with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 
 

 

mailto:theresa.santoro@suffolkcountyny.gov?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
http://suffolkcountyny.gov/do6/home.aspx
http://suffolkcountyny.gov/do6/Contact.aspx
http://suffolkcountyny.gov/do6/LatestNews.aspx
http://suffolkcountyny.gov/do6/6thDistrict.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/cameraroll

