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NARCAN POLICY SAVING LIVES

Within days of the Suffolk County Police Department equipping officers with the opioid
antagonist Narcan, the pilot program has been credited with saving the lives of four people. In
the first case, police were able to revive a 27 year old man just two days after beginning the
program. Four days later officers in the Fourth Precinct saved the life of a 21-year-old woman

with Narcan.

By allowing our County
police officers to
administer this live saving
drug, we are decreasing
fatalities from  opioid-
related overdoses here in
Suffolk  County.  The
number of opiate related
fatalities increased by over
72 percent between 2004
and 2011. It was my goal to
help reduce the number of
deaths when I introduced
the policy to allow police
officers to administer this
antidote. From the initial
reports, it appears to be
making a difference.

Photo: Legislator Hahn and County Executive Bellone watch as Narcan is administered to a
mannequin.

According to the drug’s manufacturer, Endo Pharmaceuticals, Narcan is designed for
intravenous, intramuscular, or subcutaneous administration for the “complete or partial
reversal of opioid depression, including respiratory depression. It is also used for diagnosis of
suspected or known acute opioid overdose and also for blood pressure support in septic
shock.” The individual doses that are being used by the police cost less than $3.00 per
treatment.

Under the program officers in the Fourth, Sixth and Seventh Precincts and Marine Bureau have
received training on and are equipped with intranasal Narcan. Following a two year trial in
selected precincts, the County’s Health and Police Departments will evaluate the program’s
use and effectiveness; compile data on the use of Narcan by police officers during the trial
period and issue a recommendation to lawmakers on the future of this policy.



Time is critical in all medical emergencies, but can truly mean the difference between life and
death in cases involving drug overdoses. As police officers are oftentimes the first responders
to calls involving overdoses, this policy will continue to be instrumental in saving lives.

“PARKING PERMITTED”

First Phase of Access Improvements at Nora Bredes Preserve Completed
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I am pleased to announce that the first phase in a series of improvements to the Nora
Bredes Preserve at Forsythe Meadow County Park in Stony Brook has been completed.
This initial work by the Parks Department created a three car parking area for visitors to
the Preserve and placed split-rail fence along the Park’s boundaries.

Forsythe Meadow represents the natural beauty of the Stony Brook area. With the
completion of this initial work, Suffolk County will finally be able to showcase the special
qualities preserved at the park and signals our commitment to improve access for all to
enjoy.

Early this fall, the Parks Department is expected to have a preliminary design for a trail
through the park. Once completed, the trail project combined with additional
improvements to the park’s driveway will provide visitors with access to the preserve and
activities one within its confines.

“Stony Brook’s Last Forest” was purchased by the County in 1999 after developmental
pressures threatened to turn Forsythe Meadow into a subdivision. In April, the preserve
portion of the park was rededicated to honor the memory of former Suffolk County
Legislator Nora Bredes who represented the area from 1992 through 1998.



It has been the community’s wish to
see this park accessible since it was
purchased over a decade ago. With
this and the other improvements
planned, it finally will be.

Visitors are encouraged to explore the
Nora Bredes Preserve at Forsythe
Meadow County Park, but are
reminded not to park on the shared
driveway or explore areas outside of
the preserve. If space in unavailable
within the designated area, please
return to Hollow Road for on-street b, ., 1, recoutty instated parking area at Forsythe Meadow County Park in
parking; visitors are not permitted to Stony Brook.

park on adjoining private property.

A TRIBUTE TO ONE OF SETAUKET’S BRAVEST

Lt. Joseph DiBernardo |r. was assigned to the Rescue and Recovery operation for over six months at the World Trade Center
following the September 2001 Terrorist Attacks.

Recently, I introduced legislation to rename a portion of Nicolls Road in honor of fallen
firefighter Joseph DiBernardo Jr. Under Introductory Resolution 1800-2012, a portion of
Nicolls Road/County Road 97, extending from Route 347 north to Fox Hunt Lane in
Setauket, will be rededicated to memorialize the Stony Brook native and Setauket Fire
Department volunteer who died last November.




In 2005, DiBernardo, a New York City Firefighter, was one of six rescuers who were
searching for people they thought might be trapped in an illegally subdivided building in
the Bronx, when they themselves suddenly became trapped. The firefighters desperately
jumped or fell trying to escape the flames that surrounded them. Two firefighters did not
survive the 50 foot fall. Others, including DiBernardo, suffered significant injuries during
a day that would come to be known as "Black Sunday."

According to reports, DiBernardo helped another firefighter safely escape the “Black
Sunday” fire before the rope that he himself was climbing down gave out. He landed on
his feet, but shattered every bone below his waist, spent 18 days in a coma and required
20 hours of surgery on his legs. The injuries that he sustained continued to cause him
severe pain throughout the remainder of his shortened life.

In addition to his FDNY service, DiBernardo was a former captain of Setauket Fire
Department’s Hook and Ladder Co. 1 and served the Department in many capacities
including as a Probationary Firefighter Instructor, Heavy Rescue Training Officer,
Department Safety Officer, Apparatus and Equipment Coordinator, and Technical Rescue
Team Leader. DiBernardo was also responsible for the design and construction of
Setauket’s Rescue 6 heavy rescue apparatus that was later renamed in his honor. In
addition, DiBernardo was a co-founding member of the Brookhaven Technical Task Force
and an instructor at the Suffolk County Fire Academy.

S R R ' Renaming the road that passes the
development where he lived as a child,
and the Setauket Fire House where he
spent many happy hours volunteering
to assist his neighbors in times of need is
a fitting tribute to Lt. DiBernardo’s
memory. Not only will this rededication
of Nicolls Road help remind everyone of
this one man'’s selflessness, but it will
also serve to honor all volunteers who
put themselves at risk to help safeguard
our communities.

On Thursday, the County’s Siting of Memorials & Symbols Committee unanimously
agreed that DiBernardo’s service is consistent with County guidelines for naming, making
the bill eligible for consideration by the Legislature’s Public Works and Transportation on

September 4™ Final approval could come at the Legislature’s September 13 General
Meeting in Hauppauge

“It would mean so much to us to have a portion of Nicolls Road renamed the Lt. Joseph P.
DiBernardo Memorial Road in honor of our son, Joey,” said his parents Barbara and
Joseph DiBernardo. “Joey did so much as a volunteer for the Setauket Fire Department on
Nicolls Road over the years, the Town of Brookhaven and the County of Suffolk. When
Joey was not working as a firefighter for the FDNY, he was at the Setauket Fire
Department or giving safety trainings around Long Island. He was an expert in the
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technical rescue field. We would like the residents of Suffolk County who pass or go up
Nicolls Road to be reminded of Joey's dedication to the fire service, his bravery and his
heroism.”

PHOTOS FROM AROUND TOWN
LEGISLATOR HAHN IN THE COMMUNITY

Fifth Legislative District — I would like to thank
the community for its generous contributions
during the recent “Backpack Pirates School Supply
Drive.” Because of your compassion, some of
- _ Suffolk’s neediest children will begin school
- prepared for a successful academic year.
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Yaphank - New Deputy Police Commissioner
Risco Mention-Lewis and Police Commissioner
Edward Webber were welcomed by myself and
County  Executive  Bellone  during  the
announcement ceremony of their nominations.

Port Jefferson — My July 27th Community Blood
Drive at the Port Jefferson Village Center
received 23 units of much needed blood from the
community. Thank you for helping to save lives.




Setauket - I recently presented a proclamation to
Eagle Scout Sean Foote of Troop 427 in Setauket.
For his Eagle Project, Sean removed harmful
invasive plants and constructed a 200 square foot
garden to exemplify the natural beauty of the
native plant species at West Meadow Beach in

Stony Brook.

| Old Field — Marie Ann Mordeno and I were on
hand for Long Island Museum’s kick off of its
| Long Island: America’s 1950s Frontier exhibition.

East Setauket — I am pleased to have presented [l
new Eagle Scout Brian Holden of Troop 70 in
Setauket a proclamation during his Court of Honor
held at the Veterans of Foreign War hall in
Setauket. For his Eagle Project, Brian designed and
constructed 20 promotional signs inviting the
community to join with the not-for-profit
“Smithtown Stitchers” at events and quilting
shows.

Riverhead Township — I joined approximately
50 others on a tour organized by Cornell
Cooperative Extension of local farms that utilize
“precision farming” practices in order to reduce
fertilizer and pesticide usage.




Port Jefferson - Suffolk County Community
College student Steve Gordon received a
proclamation in recognition of his receiving a 2011-
2012 National Junior College Athletic Association
[NJCAA] award for his academics and athleticism.
While in attendance at SCCC, Steve maintained a
3.6 GPA in his Liberal Arts/General Studies major
and was a key member of the college’s baseball
team.
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" Stony Brook - I was on hand for the 17th Annual
Stony Brook Film Festival, which celebrates the best
in independent film during ten days of screenings
held at Stony Brook University’s Staller Center for
|\ the Arts.

Port Jefferson — I recently met with representatives
of the Port Jefferson-based World Adhesion
Foundation. The not-for-profit organization is
dedicated to furthering research for the treatment
of Adhesion Related Disorders (ARD). Adhesions
are internal bands of scar tissue that form between
organs often caused by infection, inflammation,
endometriosis, or surgery.

Stony Brook -The annual Walk For Beauty
4 fundraiser and community effort to raise breast
¥ cancer awareness kicked off with a ceremony held
| at the Three Village Inn. This year’s walk will take
place on Sunday, October 14" For more
information please visit:
http://stonybrookmedicine.edu/walkforbeauty.




Stony Brook — I enjoyed some of the “Horse Play”
during The Nassau Suffolk Horsemen's Association
Annual Horse Show at the Old Field Farm County
Park. The event featured area favorite horses and |
riders competing in traditional equestrian
competitions, and also a Seaside Celebration
Lobster Clam Bake that raised funds for continuing
restoration of the Old Field Farm.

Southold - I recently toured the Suffolk County
Marine Environmental Learning Center managed
by Cornell Cooperative Extension. The 50 acre site
along Peconic Bay in Southold offers marine
education  opportunities through tours of
aquaculture hatcheries and “hands-on” tanks of
local marine species. The facility is Cornell’s base of
operation for many of its marine programs.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Enroll in Silver Alert Program Today
I would like to encourage senior citizens and those with special medical needs to enroll in
the Suffolk County Police Department’s Silver Alert program. This service is free of
charge and enables individuals, parents, guardians, relatives or other caregivers to
register information regarding persons with special needs in the Police Department’s
database. The goal of the program is to have this information furnished to responding
officers in the event of an emergency situation, so the officers can better care for the

person’s unique needs.
The Silver Alert program was designed with individuals suffering with the following
conditions in mind:
e Dementia (including Alzheimer’s Disease)
. Developmental Disabilities (including Autism spectrum, Mental
Retardation/Mental Impairment)
e Severe Mental Illness
e  Other cognitive disorders that may impair reasoning, resulting in a person
wandering or being disoriented/lost.
For more information on, or to sign up for the Special Needs/Silver Alert Program, please
visit www.suffolkpd.org. You may also obtain a registration form from Legislator Hahn's
office by calling (631) 854-1650.




Persons registering for the program can request an identification bracelet be mailed to
them when completing the Special Needs/Silver Alert Registry form. This bracelet is also
free of charge and contains a distinctive number as well as a number for the Suffolk
County Police Department that first responders can wutilize to obtain important
information regarding that person.

Funding for the Arts

I am pleased to announce that the Suffolk County Arts
Advisory Board is now accepting applications for the 2012
Suffolk County Low Budget Independent Film Completion
Grant. The deadline to apply is October 29, 2012, with all
~ applications required to be post marked by that day.

The aim of this grant is to encourage, promote and assist
the motion picture/television industry in utilizing the

natural and manmade resources within Suffolk County. To
be eligible, the project must be director driven; over 75
minutes in length; on digital video 16mm or 35mm film;
have 50% of the photography occur within Suffolk County
and have a production budget of at least $60,000. All
applications will be reviewed and scored on a “merit based

grading system.”

For more information about this grant from the Suffolk County Office of Film and
Cultural Affairs, please visit its web-site: www.suffolkcountyfilmcommission.com.
Please be advised that there is only one grant available for 2012. If you have any
questions about this grant, please call the Suffolk County Department of Economic
Development at (631) 853-4800.

Keep up with me on Flickr
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