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legislator d’amaro helped Paumanok 
elementary School in dix Hills  kick-off its 2008 
ParP program.

A Message from Legislator Lou D’Amaro
Dear Neighbors:

As the 2008 legislative session comes into full swing, I have some exciting new ini-
tiatives to report. Fiscal restraint and tax reduction remain my number one priority. My 
Commission to Evaluate School District Expenses and Efficiency, which I’ve detailed 
in prior newsletters, recently issued its final report. The 57-page document included 25 
unanimous recommendations on ways to lower costs through expenditure reductions 
and efficiency measures (page 2). I was also appointed to serve on County Executive 
Steve Levy’s joint Executive/Legislative Budget Working Group, which is exploring 
ways to formulate a taxpayer friendly budget this fall. Some other legislative initiatives 
of interest that I’ve worked on include securing grant money for the Suffolk County 
Police Department’s Gang Task Force (page 3) and an environmentally sound “Fertilizer 
Reduction Law” designed to protect our drinking water (page 3).

I’ve also been very active throughout the many communities in our district, attending 
neighborhood events and listening to your concerns and suggestions. A number of these 
events are detailed inside this newsletter and on my new Facebook group page (page 4). 
As always, I encourage you to contact me with your ideas, suggestions, and yes, even 
your criticisms. To effectively govern, I need to know what’s on your mind and my door 
is always open.

I would like to thank you for the trust you’ve placed in me as your voice in County 
government. It is an honor and privilege to represent you, and I pledge to continually 
work hard to improve our quality of life.

Sincerely,
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South huntington: music Students Honored
To honor Walt Whitman High School music students for earning 2007 
All-State honors, Legislator D’Amaro attended the South Huntington 
School District’s Festival of the Arts and presented each student with a 
Proclamation from the County.  He also honored the South Huntington 
School District for having 17 All-State musicians and alternates, the 
most in Suffolk County.

Deer Park: going “green” with  
High School environmental club

In conjunction with their upcoming entry in the 2008 Regional Envirothon, 
the Deer Park High School Environmental Club invited Legislator D’Amaro 
and Suffolk Commissioner of Environment and Energy Carrie Meek 
Gallagher to address its members on the County’s commitment to the envi-
ronment. Legislator D’Amaro was invited to be the opening speaker at the 
Envirothon on April 30 at the Usdan Center in Wheatley Heights.

Fulfilling its mission to analyze 
school district spending and cut costs, 
the Suffolk County Commission to 
Evaluate School District Expenses and 
Efficiency recently unveiled its final 
report to the public.

“After 18 months of work, four pub-
lic hearings, and testimony from over 
50 individuals, the Commission met 
its goal by producing 25 very spe-
cific recommendations to school dis-
tricts for significant cost savings,” said 
Legislator Lou D’Amaro, co-chair of 
the Commission.

Comprised of representatives from all 
sides of the school tax debate, including 

experts on school district budgets, elect-
ed officials, and representatives from 
local community groups and taxpayer 
organizations, the Report detailed 25 
unanimous recommendations.  One of 
the prime recommendations called for 
consolidation of administrative func-
tions including payroll, financing, pur-
chasing, insurance, and other “back 
office” operations. The study deter-
mined that enhanced economies of scale 
resulting from such administrative con-
solidation could result in significant cost 
savings, especially in the areas of trans-
portation and insurance. Specifically, 
regionalizing transit systems through 

multi-district contracts could save over 
$29 million Countywide. Similarly, 
allowing districts to self-insure with the 
County would allow for the negotiation 
of decreased rates and could reduce 
insurance expenses. 

Legislator D’Amaro and the Com-
mission are currently carrying the 
recommendations forward to all of 
Suffolk’s 69 school districts as well 
as the County’s State Legislative del-
egation. “I look forward to joining 
with my colleagues in advocating these 
innovative solutions to help provide 
reduced school costs and tax relief,” 
said D’Amaro. 

legislator d’amaro has sent information on the new PoliceSmart health education and aware-
ness program to all school districts in legislative district 17.  if you would like more information 
on curriculum basics, contact our district office at 854-4433.

Fixing tHe Problem, not tHe blame
D’Amaro’s Bi-Partisan School Commission Unveils Cost-Cutting Recommendations  

to Address Rising School Property Taxes

north BaBylon:  
district Shows Strong  

representation at Pta event
As pictured here with Legislator D’Amaro, the 
North Babylon School District had one of the 
largest contingents at the 2008 Suffolk PTA 
Legislative Breakfast, an annual event that gives 
school representatives and parents the opportu-
nity to interface with elected officials. Special 
guest Suffolk County Police Commissioner 
Richard Dormer presented information on the 
new PoliceSmart health education program at 
the breakfast.



MelVille:  
Sunquam elementary School 

embraces diversity
Sunquam Elementary School invited Legislator 
D’Amaro to take a trip around the world with 
them inside their Melville school building at 
their annual Multicultural Day.  Pictured (from 
left) with Legislator D’Amaro are some of the 
volunteer parents who were instrumental in 
making the day a success: PTA President and 
Event Co-Chair Karen Rosenberg, Jennifer 
Boudin, Event Co-Chair Marla Dubler and 
Karen Holzer 

Huntington 
Station: 

centenarian visits 
Senior mobile office
The Suffolk County Office for 
the Aging has a mobile infor-
mation office that makes regu-
larly scheduled stops in the 
community to bring informa-
tion on services directly to County seniors.  At a recent stop in Huntington 
Station, Senior Advocate John Bruno and Legislator D’Amaro met with 
Local Centenarian Joseph Nappo, age 101, and his wife, Demetrina, age 
85.  For information on upcoming stops, contact the Office for the Aging 
at 853-8200.

Huntington: 
First aid Squad 

volunteers 
recognized

County Executive Steve Levy 
and Legislator D’Amaro 
attended the Huntington 
Community First Aid Squad 
Volunteer Ambulance Corp’s 
annual inspection and dinner 
dance to honor and recognize some of the 220 members for outstand-
ing service in the line of duty.  They are pictured here with Chief Mary 
Conover and President Reeve Conover.

north babylon Fire company members Honored,  
new officers installed

New officers were sworn-in by Legislator D’Amaro and Ex-President 
Jean Gilman, Ex-Captain Eugene McAuley and Ex-Chief Kenneth Wolf were each honored for 55 years of service to the com-
munity at the North Babylon Volunteer Fire Company’s 72nd Installation Dinner.  Pictured from left are 3rd Assistant Chief 
Thomas S. Jordan, 2nd Assistant Chief George Folise, 1st Assistant Chief John T. Schneidawin and Chief of Department John 
G. Jordan, Sr. with Legislator D’Amaro.

In a continuing effort to keep neighborhoods free of gangs 
and gang-related crimes, the Suffolk County Legislature 
recently approved the acceptance and appropriation of a 
$200,000 New York State Grant for the Police Department’s 
First Precinct’s Gang Task Force.  This task force was insti-
tuted over a decade ago.  Studies have found that since 2003, 
violent crimes in Suffolk County have decreased 8.33 percent 
and property crimes have decreased 11.2 percent for an over-
all 10.87 percent drop in crime.

After a year-long legislative debate that included countless 
hours of public hearings, input from day care providers and 
several votes, Legislator D’Amaro was proud to cast his vote 
to help approve the new law that now requires Suffolk County 

to pay contracted day care providers within 30 days, “A Local 
Law to Establish a Prompt Payment Policy.”

The Legislature recently passed a new “Fertilizer Reduction 
Law” to protect our drinking water by reducing nitrogen pol-
lution.  The measure prohibits the application of lawn fertiliz-
er between November 1 and April 1. “This legislation is abso-
lutely necessary to protect our water supply,” said Legislator 
D’Amaro. “Research has shown that excess nitrogen in 
drinking water can threaten human health.  With groundwater 
as the sole source of Long Island’s drinking water supply, the 
need to reduce nitrogen-containing fertilizer leachate is criti-
cal.” Legislator D’Amaro was also featured in stories about 
this new legislation on News 12 and TV 10/55.
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Federal Funding Secured to oFFSet 
immigration coStS

Legislator D’Amaro recently joined Congressman Steve Israel, Suffolk County Sheriff 
Vincent DeMarco and County police officials to announce the House Appropriation 
Committee’s reauthorization of $405 million for the State Criminal Alien Assistance 
Program (SCAAP), a Federal initiative that gives money to local municipalities to 
offset the cost of incarcerating illegal aliens.

congratulationS to HalF Hollow HillS: 
number one FundraiSer

Hoping to best their outstanding efforts last year when they were named the top 
rookie fundraiser in the nation by raising more than $250,000 for the American 
Cancer Society at their inaugural Relay for Life event, the Half Hollow Hills 
School district recently held an exciting kick-off rally that got the 2008 pro-
gram off to a rousing start.  The event was attended by Legislator D’Amaro and 
Huntington Supervisor Frank Petrone (pictured beginning third from left). Under 
the direction of Co-Chairs Debbie Picker (far left) and Pam Schwartz (center 
middle), this year’s Relay for Life will be held May 31-June 1 at Half Hollow 
Hills High School East in Dix Hills. To contribute or form your own team, please 
visit www.relayforlife.org.

d’amaro named government leader oF tHe Year
The Route 110 Redevelopment Corporation recently honored Legislator D’Amaro by naming him a Government Leader of the 
Year.  Route 110 employs 20% of the Suffolk County workforce and links the two towns that comprise the 17th Legislative 
District. “I am very proud to be honored by a group that brings public, private and civic groups together to support the develop-
ment of the Route 110 Corridor on Long Island,” D’Amaro said.

2008 committee aSSignmentS
Suffolk Legislature Presiding Officer William Lindsay tapped Legislator D’Amaro to serve on several vital committees:
ways & means (chairman) – a high-profile committee that oversees the day-to-day operations of county government

Parks & recreation (vice chairman)
environment, Planning & agriculture (vice chairman)

budget & Finance
economic development, Higher education & energy

In addition, Legislator D’Amaro has been asked to serve in positions on other County committees and commissions 
including County Executive Steve Levy’s joint Executive/Legislative Budget Committee, the Space Management Steering 
Committee and the Suffolk County Sewer Agency.

How to contact legiSlator lou d’amaro
Your local voice in government

Because community input and support is essential for effective governing, I am always interested in hearing your concerns, 
suggestions and thoughts.  Please feel free to contact me by phone, email, fax or by just dropping in to our conveniently-
located office. For information on recent or upcoming events, please check out my Facebook group, Suffolk Legislator Lou 
D’Amaro. It is open to anyone with a Facebook account and you just might see yourself in there! I look forward to hearing 
from you.

District Office:
130 west Jericho turnpike, Huntington Station, nY 11746

(631) 854-4433 * Fax: (631) 854-4415 * lou.damaro@suffolkcountyny.gov
03-0335.. 04/08kd


